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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

August 18, 2014 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 

Present: Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Mark Kessler, Wayde Rathgeber, Tom Appelt, Barb 

Stamer and Chris Warwick.  Absent: John Tanner 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler (Absent).  City Attorney: Raylene 

Grischow 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. Jack Bailey has started to repair the roof on his building at West Adams Street and North 

5th Street. 

b. Trinity Lutheran Church will be holding a 5K race on the morning of 08/23/14 so there 

will be some road closures during the time of the race. 

c. Pearl’s Pub has submitted a request for a temporary Liquor Permit so they can have 

alcohol at East Park on 09/13/14.  They have also applied for a Noise Permit for the 

band that will be performing at the park.  A motion was made by Davidson to approve 

the Temporary Liquor License, second by Rathgeber.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, 

Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Tanner.  (7-0-1) 

d. We will now have Auburn Police Department (APD) alerts via the city’s Group Cast 

program.  Citizens wishing to sign up should call the police non-emergency number at 

438-3351 to register their cell phone.  This alert might be for a robbery, break-ins, 

missing children, etc. 

e. Gerry from Gerry’s Barbershop was present because of a past due utility bill and shut 

off.  The past due amount is $218.42, because of the past due amount, the gas and 

water was shut off in the barber shop.  Gerry indicated that the past due amount was 

due to issue with a credit card machine program that was constantly removing monies 

from his checking account without his approval.  The concern was that there is no 

running water in his barber shop.  Gerry explained that the bathroom and sink that he 

uses is in the adjacent building and that bathroom has always been used by customers 

and him.  The bathroom has always been in the adjacent building and has running 

water.  The council felt no action was needed because the bathroom was accessible and 

has running water.  

f. Shane Olsson of 221 East Madison Street has removed his burn pile from the city right of 

way. 

g. Chris Jacobs of 115 North 7th Street has only mowed half of the property and the 

property continues to be a nuisance.  A motion was made by Davidson to declare the 

property a nuisance, and direct the city attorney to send a letter starting a fine if the 

property is not remedied, second Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, 
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Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Tanner.  

(7-0-1) 

h. Crystal Houston of 416 Park Street still has a brush pile that is in the city right of way.  A 

motion was made by Davidson to declare the property a nuisance, and direct the city 

attorney to send a letter starting a fine if the property is not remedied, second Berola.  

Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and 

Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Tanner.  (7-0-1)   

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 08/04/14.  

Kessler made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded copy, 

second by Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 

Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Tanner.  (7-0-1) 

b. Warwick presented the results from the Committee of the Whole meeting held earlier 

on 08/18/14.  A motion was made by Rathgeber to open up Executive Session that was 

held on 01/07/13, second by Davidson.  AYE: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, 

Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Tanner.  (7-0-1) 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Appelt presented the Bills List from 08/01/14 to 08/15/14 for the council’s approval.  A 

motion was made by Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Gillock.  Voice Vote: 

AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAY: 

None.  ABSENT: Tanner.  (7-0-1) 

b. The tax revenue for video gaming was $1,152 for the month of July 2014. 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 

a. The information needed for Executive Session was covered before the council meeting, 

a second session could be needed at the end of the meeting regarding Union 

Negotiations. 

V. Visitors 

a. Zoning Board 

i. Cory Brockmeyer asked for a Special Usage Variance for his property at 350 

North Mill Street.  The Zoning Board recommended that the variance be 

approved.  Rathgeber made a motion to approve the Zoning Board’s 

recommendation for a special usage of outside storage of boats & RV’s; second 

by Kessler.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and 

Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Tanner.  (7-0-1) 

ii. Tony Crain asked for a Zoning Variance for his property at 207 South 7th Street 

to reduce side yard setback to 2'8" from the overhang on North property line.  

The Zoning Board recommended that the variance be approved.  Rathgeber 

made a motion to approve the Zoning Board’s recommendation for a reduced 

side yard setback to 2'8" from the overhang on North property line, second by 

Hemmerle.  AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, and 

Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Tanner.  (7-0-1) 

VI. Department Heads 
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a. Centko 

i. The school has purchased a new alert system that includes a video system for 

monitoring the schools, this system will only function with smartphones, so we 

will need to purchase 2 new smartphones, he will be incurring additional 

expense for the phones and increased data usage with the smartphones.  The 3 

cell phones in the Police Department are for the Chief, Sargent and the Duty 

phone. 

b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker reported paperwork for the Hogan Road Project needs to be signed by 

the Mayor and City Clerk. 

c. Ponsler 

i. Absent- No Report. 

VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration – Berola 

i. No report 

b. Public Works – Johnson 

i. Johnson updated the council on the Hogan Road project; the contract for Kinney 

Contractors needs to be signed by the mayor. 

c. Public Utilities – Kessler 

i. No report, the city attorney already indicated that we are starting negotiations 

for a union within the city personnel. 

d. Health & Safety - Gillock 

i. The 104 Store is asking to have their Liquor License class changed so they can 

serve alcoholic beverages on tap (tavern type).  This issue would need to be 

discussed further. 

ii. Gillock called for a committee meeting on 08/27/14 at 8:00 PM to discuss the 

class change for the 104 Store, Golf Carts, and the purchasing of police cars. 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 

i. Lloyd Schumacher will be at the next meeting, he has a verbal commitment to 

have a new owner for the Heritage Chevrolet building at 443 West Jackson 

Street. 

f. Parks – Tanner 

i. In Tanner’s absence, Hemmerle asked that the police place safety cones out on 

Jackson Street between Save A Lot Plaza and the New Life Church during the 

soccer season which starts 09/06/14 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

i. The accessibility was reviewed for the library and there needs to be at least 1 

handicap accessible exit for the building, there are 2 exits that are handicap 

accessible.  If the Library would like to make the west exit accessible then they 

would need to take up that expense. 

VIII. Adjournment 
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i. A motion was made by Rathgeber to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 PM, second by 

Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYES: Berola, Davidson, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, 

Kessler, and Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Tanner.  (7-0-1) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


