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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

October 19, 2015 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Julie Barnhill (7:04 PM), Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  Absent: Tom Appelt. 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. The Auburn High School City Council will adopt the City Square as part of the Adopt a 

Park Program. 

b. Mayor Stamer reported that there is a request to set up a Chess Club for Kids.  The 

Auburn Library has two Chess boards that can be used for the program. 

c. The City has submitted for a $10,000 grant for Christmas lights from Ameren. 

d. The Auburn Township Park Board has requested a donation of $500 from the City.   A 

motion was made by Williams to make a $500 donation to the Auburn Township Park, 

second by Gillock.  AYE: Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: Julie Barnhill and Vic Devos, Jr.  

ABSENT: None.  (6-0-2-0). 

e. There is no report on the ESDA Coordinator. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the 10/05/15 meeting minutes for the council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Berola to approve the meeting minutes and destroy 

the recorded copy, second by Madaus.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, 

Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, 

Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Warwick presented the Bills List from 9/22/2015 to 10/02/2015 for the council’s review 

and approval.  A motion was made by Williams to approve the Bills List from 09/22/15 

to 10/02/15, second Berola.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, 

Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: 

None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

b. Warwick presented the September Cash Report ending 09/30/15 for the council’s 

review and approval.  A motion was made by Berola to approve the September Cash 

Report, second by Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt 

Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  

NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

c. Ponsler reported there will be a new revenue and expense line for the new electronic 

sign replacing the old sign that was destroyed at the City Square. 
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IV. Attorney – Grischow 

a. Grischow presented for Second Reading Ordinance 1407-15 regarding chronic 

nuisances, the changes have to do with changes to the state statues regarding buildings 

with landlords.  A motion was made by Berola to approve Ordinance 1407-15 regarding 

chronic nuisances, second by Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, 

Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, 

Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

b. Grischow presented for Second Reading Ordinance 1408-15 regarding the annexation of 

land near the FS Fast Stop property on East Jackson Street.  A motion was made by 

Devos to accept Ordinance 1408-15 regarding the annexation of land, second by 

Williams.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, 

Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 

None.  (8-0-0-0). 

c. Grischow presented for First Reading Ordinance 1409-15 regarding the Personnel Code 

for part time employees who have been requested to work but have not in six months.  

The Ordinance will be from a date moving forward. 

d. Grischow asked for an Executive Session regarding pending litigation at the end of the 

meeting. 

V. Visitors 

a. No visitors were present to speak. 

VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 

i. Centko has a squad car with 160,000 miles on it with multiple repairs needed.  

Centko would like to strip the squad car and sell as is. 

ii. Centko will have more information about surveillance cameras in the parks, next 

meeting. 

b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker asked the council what they would like to do with the tree near United 

Community Bank (UCB) on 5th Street and the planters in front of Robin Terry’s 

business on 5th Street.  Karhliker will approach UCB and Robin Terry. 

ii. Karhliker reported that there are plans in the office regarding an approach to 

the bell in the City Square.  ‘lynn Pignon was asking for protective pillars to be 

placed on the approach. 

c. Ponsler 

i. Ponsler reported that she is waiting on more information on the health 

insurance quotes for 2016. 

VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration 

i. Add group insurance renewal for next meeting. 

b. Public Works 

i. No Report. 

c. Public Utilities 
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i. No Report. 

d. Health & Safety 

i. No Report. 

e. Health & Housing 

i. No Report. 

f. Parks 

i. Hemmerle reported that the Auburn Nursing home is hosting a company 

softball game at Veterans Park on 10/28/15. 

VIII. Executive Session 

a. A motion was made by Hemmerle to enter into executive session regarding pending 

litigation at 7:27 PM, second by Williams.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, 

Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, 

Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

b. A motion was made by Madaus to exit executive session at 7:43 PM, second by Gillock.  

Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Larry Hemmerle, 

Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

IX. Adjournment 

a. A motion to adjourn was made by Johnson at 7:44 PM; second by Berola.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


