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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

November 2, 2015 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Tom Appelt, Chris Warwick, Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  Absent: None. 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker (Absent), and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene 

Grischow. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. The local Brownie and Girl Scout Troop lead the Pledge of Allegiance along with local 

Veterans. 

b. Mayor Stamer read a proclamation honoring Veterans in Auburn and that November 8th 

through November 14th is “Honor a Vet Week”. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the 10/19/15 meeting minutes for the council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Williams to approve the meeting minutes and destroy 

the recorded copy, second by Barnhill.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, 

Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, 

Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Appelt presented the Bills List from 10/17/15 to 10/31/15 for the council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Gillock to approve the Bills List from 10/17/15 to 

10/31/15, second Madaus.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, 

Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: 

None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 

a. Grischow presented for Second Reading Ordinance 1409-15 regarding the Personnel 

Code for part time employees who have been requested to work but have not in six 

months.  A motion was made by Berola to approve Ordinance 1409-15, second by 

Johnson.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, 

Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

b. Grischow presented for First Reading Ordinance 1410-15 regarding the Annual Tax Levy 

for 2016. 

c. Grischow asked for an Executive Session at the end of the council meeting regarding a 

personnel issue. 

V. Visitors 

a. Joe Royer from Royell Communications was present regarding adding video cameras in 

the City Parks. 
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VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 

i. No Report 

b. Karhliker 

i. No Report 

c. Ponsler 

i. No Report 

VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration 

i. Gary Wilmarth and his partner Nathan presented their proposal for group 

health insurance.  There will be an increase in pricing because of the Affordable 

Care Act.  They presented a HRA plan where employees deposit monies into an 

account and the money is paid out after a deductible is met.  This plan is 

designed to save the City money. 

ii. Berola announced there will be a committee meeting on Monday 11/09/15 at 

6:00 PM. 

b. Public Works 

i. Johnson presented an invoice for the engineering work for the City Square 

sidewalk project from Benton & Associates.  Johnson made a motion to pay 

invoice in the amount of $7,926.88 through MFT funds, second by Madaus.  

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-

0). 

c. Public Utilities 

i. No Report. 

d. Health & Safety 

i. No Report. 

e. Health & Housing 

i. Gillock asked that the Old Cinderella Beauty Salon be secured.  The building is 

located at Auburn Street and East Madison Street. 

ii. Berola reported that the old church at North 6th Street and West Jefferson 

Street, Berola thanked Mrs. Searcy for having the building demolished. 

iii. Berola reported that there was an issue with unsightly accumulation and an 

unsecured building at 428 North 8th Street, but that issue has been resolved. 

f. Parks 

i. Hemmerle reported that the Adopt a Park program is starting up and the 

following organizations have adopted parks: Pohlod Park – Boy Scout Troop 340; 

City Square – Auburn High School Student Council; Town & Country 4-H – 

Emergency Squad Park.  That leaves East Park/Union Park and Veteran’s Park to 

be adopted and both parks might be better served by 2 organizations because 

of the size of the parks. 
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ii. Hemmerle reported that process for the new electronic sign is moving forward 

and they are working on how the power will be provided. 

VIII. Executive Session 

a. A motion was made by Johnson to enter into executive session regarding personnel 

issues at 7:36 PM, second by Williams.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, 

Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, 

Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

b. A motion was made by Hemmerle to exit executive session at 8:04 PM, second by 

Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Larry 

Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 

None.  (8-0-0). 

c. Action was taken as a result of the Executive Session; there was a First Reading of the 

Intergovernmental Agreement between the City of Auburn and the Auburn Volunteer 

Fire Department regarding employees responding to emergency calls. 

IX. Adjournment 

a. A motion to adjourn was made by Williams at 8:08 PM; second by Barnhill.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


