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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

November 16, 2015 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Tom Appelt, Chris Warwick, Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  Absent: None. 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. Mayor Stamer noted that all $10,000.00 of the grant on Holiday Lights has been spent 

per the grant.  The amount was over by $139.00 which will be covered by the Friends of 

Auburn Parks. 

b. The Sesquicentennial banners will come down and businesses can pick up their banners 

at City Hall. 

c. Richard Marx has stepped down as the ESDA Manager for the City.  Stamer 

recommended Matt Gillock as temporary ESDA Coordinator for the City.  Berola made a 

motion to accept resignation of Richard Marx as the City’s ESDA Coordinator, second by 

Gillock.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, 

Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Gillock.  (7-0-0-1) 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick reported that there was a Public Hearing earlier in the evening and there was 

no public comment either for or against the Tax Levy for 2016.  Berola made a motion to 

have a second reading and approve Ordinance 1410-15 regarding the Tax Levy for 2016, 

second Williams.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed 

Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  

(8-0-0-0) 

b. Warwick presented the 11/02/15 meeting minutes for the council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Devos to approve the meeting minutes and destroy 

the recorded copy, second by Madaus.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, 

Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, 

Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

c. Stamer brought up a concern about the age on the Adopt-A-Park application, the 

ordinance reads age 10 but the Ordinance reads age 8.  Ponsler will update the Adopt-A-

Park application. 

d. Warwick presented for a First Reading of Resolution 63-15 Urging Illinois State Leaders 

to Release Non-General Fund Revenues Payable to Local Governments. 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Appelt presented the Bills List from 11/01/15 to 11/16/15 for the council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Madaus to approve the Bills List from 11/01/15 to 
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11/16/15, second Williams.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, 

Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: 

None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

b. Appelt presented the October Cash Balance Report for the council review and approval.   

A motion was made by Johnson to approve the October Cash Balance Report, second by 

Madaus.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed 

Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  

(8-0-0-0). 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 

a. Grischow noted that an Executive Session was needed before the discussion of the 

Inter-Governmental Agreement was voted on; the reason is for contract negotiations. 

b. Centko asked about the multi family dwelling ordinance, Grischow reported that she 

was still working on the request. 

V. Visitors 

a. Todd Bailey was present to ask that 10th Street be vacated between his two properties.  

Todd owns both sides, 1003 West Adams Street and 915 West Adams Street.  Karhliker 

noted that there are no utilities on that part of the street.  The council asked Todd to get 

the legal descriptions to Grischow so that she can write up the Ordinance for the 

vacating of the street. 

b. Madaus reported that Troy Cunningham requested a reduction of setback from 9’ to 0’ 

on the east property line of 730 W North St, to allow a carport built at that location to 

stand. The carport is open at either end and is attached to the fence on the east lot line.  

The request was approved by the Zoning Board unanimously with the stipulation that 

the carport not be closed in.  A motion was made by Johnson to approve the request 

with the same stipulation from the Zoning Board, second by Madaus. 

c. Kelli Morton was present to ask the council to address the burning issue.  Kelli brought 

up three recent examples of residents burning illegally and asked the council to address 

the issue and to come up with a solution.  Crystal Forestier was present to express her 

displeasure with the current burning situation in the City.  She felt that the issue has not 

improved since the ordinance was last updated.  Williams will contact local waste 

haulers regarding the pricing on disposing of yard waste. 

VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 

i. No Report 

b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker reported that the side walk work in the 400 block of South 5th Street 

has been completed. 

c. Ponsler 

i. Ponsler reported that the City’s IMRF Rate is going up from 12.81% to 13.77% in 

January of 2016. 
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ii. Steve Howard did his annual inspection of the City’s HVAC and he expressed 

concern about the furnace at the Community Center and the air conditioner at 

the Police Station, she will have the quote at the next meeting. 

VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration 

i. Berola reported that Springfield Plastics is interested in purchasing the city’s 

recycling dumpster.  The city is not interested in selling the dumpster at this 

time. 

ii. Berola reported there was a committee meeting last week and there was a good 

discussion about the city’s health insurance.  Berola made a motion based on 

the committee’s recommendation to make Insurance Partners Inc. the city’s 

agent on healthcare, second by Devos.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt 

Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic 

Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

iii. Berola made a motion, based on the committee’s recommendation, to move to 

the Premium Saver Plan through Insurance Partners Inc.; second by Madaus.  

The plan will save the City $8,000.00 based on renewing with our current 

provider.  The price for the year is going up $35,000.00 based on the Affordable 

Care Act requirements.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: 

None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

iv. Berola made a motion to provide a Holiday Bonus for non-union employees who 

have worked within the last 3 months of $150.00 for full time employees and 

$75.00 for part time employees, second by Williams.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom 

Berola, Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: Rod 

Johnson.  PRESENT: Larry Hemmerle.  ABSENT: None.  (6-1-1-0). 

b. Public Works 

i. There will be a committee meeting on Monday 11/30/15 at 6:30 PM regarding 

the sidewalk plans. 

c. Public Utilities 

i. No Report. 

d. Health & Safety 

i. No Report.  For the next council meeting the resignation of Officer Dwayne 

Hoagland. 

e. Health & Housing 

i. The old Cinderella Beauty Salon at Auburn Street and East Madison Street has 

been secured. 

f. Parks 

i. The powers still needs to be run to the electronic sign at a cost of about $2.00 

per foot and it would be about 600 feet; Karhliker can cover the cost of the 

utilities for the new sign. 
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ii. There will be a committee meeting on Monday 12/07/15 at 6:00 PM regarding 

surveillance cameras in the parks, Adopt A Park, and East/Union Park. 

VIII. Executive Session 

a. A motion was made by Johnson to enter into executive session regarding personnel 

issues at 8:20 PM, second by Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, 

Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, 

Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

b. A motion was made by Barnhill to exit executive session at 8:58 PM, second by 

Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Larry 

Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 

None.  (8-0-0). 

c. Action was taken after the Executive Session.  A motion was made by Madaus to table 

the Inter-Governmental Agreement with the Fire Department, second by Williams.  AYE: 

Ed Madaus and Seth Williams.  NAY: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle, Rod Johnson and Vic Devos, Jr.  ABSENT: None.  (2-6-0-0). 

d. A motion was made by Berola to accept the Inter-Governmental Agreement from the 

Fire Department, second Madaus.  AYE: Tom Berola, Seth Williams, and Ed Madaus.  , 

NAY: Julie Barnhill, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, and Vic Devos, Jr.  ABSENT: Matt 

Gillock.  (3-4-0-1). 

e. It was asked what the next steps are.  Warwick noted that since no agreement has been 

accepted, it is business as usual, the employees must clock out when responding to a 

fire call until a new agreement is approved by the council. 

IX. Adjournment 

a. A motion to adjourn was made by Williams at 9:15 PM; second by Barnhill.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


