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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

December 7, 2015 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Tom Appelt, Chris Warwick, Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  Absent: None. 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow 

(Absent). 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. Mayor Stamer thanked the Auburn High School City Council for their clean-up of the City 

Square Park before and after the Winter Square Walk. 

b. Mayor Stamer read a prepared statement regarding mulching leaves instead of burning 

leaves.  She encourages residents to mulch and bag versus burning leaves.  She asked 

Gillock to head up a committee to look into the issue.  Williams noted that he had 

reached out to several waste haulers and only Flowers Sanitation responded to his 

inquiry.  Karhliker was concerned about previous statements made by Mayor Stamer to 

the Auburn Citizen about the possibility of burning at the Lost Caboose site. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the 11/16/15 meeting minutes for the council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Gillock to approve the meeting minutes and destroy 

the recorded copy, second by Berola.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt 

Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  

NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

b. Warwick presented for a Second Reading of Resolution 63-15 Urging Illinois State 

Leaders to Release Non-General Fund Revenues Payable to Local Governments.  A 

motion was made by Berola to approve Resolution 63-15, second by Williams.  AYE: 

Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, 

Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0).   

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Appelt presented the Bills List from 11/17/15 to 12/04/15 for the council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Williams to approve the Bills List from 11/17/15 to 

12/04/15, second Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, 

Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: 

None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 

a. No Report, Grischow was absent. 

V. Visitors 
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a. Pat Chaplin of 1200 Pine Lane was before the council to ask for an increase staffing for 

the police department.  She believes there should be a minimum of 2 officers on duty at 

one time.  Ms. Chaplin would be in favor of a tax increase to support increased staffing. 

b. Newly appointed State Representative Sara Wojcicki Jimenez was present to introduce 

herself to the City Council. 

VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 

i. No report. 

b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker reported that they have a new spot for the electronic city sign.  It will 

be on the south side of the East Jackson Street (Route 104) and South Iris Drive 

intersection.  This location will be more cost effective than the previous location 

and will ease the work needed by Ameren. 

ii. The railroad crossings will be closed at Madison Street on 12/08/15 from 10 PM 

to 5 AM the following morning, Washington Street on 12/09/15 from 10 PM to 

5 AM the following morning, and Jackson Street on 12/21/15 from 10 PM to 5 

AM the following morning.  For the Jackson Street closure the traffic will go 

down 4th Street to Madison Street. 

iii. Karhliker reported that the Christmas decorations are up around the City 

Square.  We received 5 extra decorations; Karhliker reported that the poles will 

need to re-painted because of the brackets used for the decorations. 

c. Ponsler 

i. Ponsler reported that we have a quote from Steve Howard for the repair of the 

furnace and or the replacement of the furnace at the Community Center.  There 

is also a quote for the repair of the air conditioning unit at the Police Station.  

Ponsler will seek out other bids. 

ii. Ponsler noted that we did receive a quote from Greene and Bradford regarding 

the comprehensive plan for the city.  A motion was made by Johnson to accept 

the proposal from Greene and Bradford for a total cost not to exceed $4500.00; 

$1,500 for the Zoning Map and $3,000 for the Comprehensive plan, second by 

Barnhill.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed 

Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 

None.  (8-0-0-0). 

iii. Ponsler reported that they are updating contact information for Utility 

customers and they have reduced that list to less than 20 customers.  Ponsler 

noted that the staff has been working hard to reduce those numbers. 

VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration 

i. Berola reported that there was a resignation from Officer Dwayne Hoagland 

effective 01/01/16.  Berola made a motion to accept the resignation of Officer 

Hoagland effective 01/01/16; second by Gillock.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom 
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Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, 

and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

ii. Berola noted that his previous motion to provide a Holiday Bonus did not 

include union employees.  Berola made a motion to provide a Holiday Bonus for 

all full time employees who have worked within the last 3 months of $150.00; 

second by Gillock.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: Rod Johnson.  

PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: None.  (7-1-0-0). 

iii. Berola asked for an Executive Session regarding a personnel issue, the session 

will be information only. 

iv. Berola reported that he had spoken with Grischow and that she and the Fire 

District’s attorney are continuing to work on an Intergovernmental Agreement. 

b. Public Works 

i. Johnson reported that after the Public Works committee had met they 

recommended repairing areas 2 and 7 that were mapped by Benton and 

Associates.  Area 2 is at South 5th Street and West Madison Street in front of Dr. 

Weisgerber, Mortimer CPA and Midwest Classic Insurance.  Area 7 is parts of 

West Jefferson Street between North 5th Street and North 4th Street.  Johnson 

made a motion to proceeds with areas 2 and 7 for sidewalk upgrades, second by 

Madaus.  Bid documents would go out early spring 2016 and installation around 

April or May 2016.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: 

None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0-0). 

c. Public Utilities 

i. No Report. 

d. Health & Safety 

i. Gillock noted that he will hold a committee meeting after first of the year 

regarding burning. 

e. Health & Housing 

i. Berola asked Chief Centko to look at 15625 Kennedy #15 Road; the utilities have 

been shut off and if there is someone living at the location it needs to be posted 

as Uninhabitable and vacate the premises. 

ii. Karhliker reported that the old Cinderella Beauty Salon is unsecured again.  

Berola will have a letter sent to the owner.  

f. Parks 

i. Hemmerle gave an update from the committee meeting regarding surveillance 

cameras in the parks.  He reported that Royell Communications and VMass gave 

proposals on their products and placing cameras at the city parks.  Hemmerle 

will have another meeting before a final recommendation is made to the 

council. 

VIII. Executive Session 
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a. A motion was made by Hemmerle to enter into executive session regarding personnel 

issues at 7:57 PM, second by Berola.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt 

Gillock, Ed Madaus, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  

NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

b. A motion was made by Berola to exit executive session at 8:00 PM, second by 

Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Larry 

Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 

None.  (8-0-0). 

IX. Adjournment 

a. A motion to adjourn was made by Johnson at 8:02 PM; second by Barnhill.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


