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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

April 18, 2016 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Tom Appelt, Chris Warwick, Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle (7:03), Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  Absent: Vic Devos, Jr. 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. Stamer proposed having the city attorney attend only one meeting per month during 

June, July and August and moving to the meeting start time to 6:30 PM during those 

months as well.  After a short discussion the council was not in favor of change for the 

attorney and the time change.  

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the 04/04/16 meeting minutes for the Council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Williams to approve the meeting minutes and destroy 

the recorded copy, second by Berola.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt 

Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  

PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  (7-0-0-1). 

b. Warwick reminded the council that their Statement of Economic Interest is due to the 

County Clerk’s office by 05/01/16. 

c. Warwick reminded the council that the Illinois Municipal League will have their Lobby 

Day on May 4th. 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Appelt presented the Bills List from 04/05/16 to 04/18/16 for the Council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Williams to approve the Bills List, second Gillock.  

Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, 

Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  

(7-0-0-1). 

b. Appelt presented the Cash Balance Report ending 03/31/16.  A motion was made by 

Williams to approve the Cash Balance Report, second by Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie 

Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and 

Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  (7-0-0-1). 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 

a. Grischow presented for Second Reading, Ordinance 1416-16 amending the utility 

ordinance.  A motion was made by Berola to approve Ordinance 1416-16, second by 

Hemmerle.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, 

Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  

(7-0-0-1). 
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b. Grischow reported that the city cannot propose a motor fuel tax because we are not 

home rule.  Grischow did speak with the City’s Gas Engineer and he provided a few ideas 

for the council to consider helping protect against mild weather conditions and low 

usage. 

c. Grischow noted that since the Business Manager for the Public Works employees signed 

off on the Memorandum of Understanding so we are set for the policy on responding to 

Emergency Calls. 

d. Grischow asked for a short Executive Session at the end of the meeting regarding 

current litigation.  

V. Visitors 

a. Brandy Brown was present to give an update on the Carnival.  The Egyptian Exposition 

Carnival will pull in on 05/16/16 and the Carnival will run from 05/19/16 to 05/21/16. 

b. Tim Givens from Pinfall Wrestling Association was present.  He is requesting to have a 

demonstration during the Carnival.  Centko did not have an issue with them setting up 

next to the building at 101 North 4th Street.  Givens indicate they will perform on Friday 

05/20/16 from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 

VI. Zoning Report 

a. Pat Joyce, attorney for State Bank of Lincoln was present requesting the council approve 

the recommendation of the Zoning Board to have a zero lot line for the duplexes on 

Clover Lane so the duplexes could be sold as individual units.  The properties were 

recovered as part of a bankruptcy.  The properties in question are 408, 410, 504, 506, 

608, and 610 South Clover Lane.  A motion was made by Johnson to approve the Zoning 

Board’s recommendation regarding the 19 variances of zero lot lines on Clover Lane, 

second by Madaus.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed 

Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic 

Devos, Jr.  (7-0-0-1). 

b. Madaus reported there was a variance request for 406 North 10th Street to have the 

front porch line up with adjacent properties.  A motion was made by Johnson to 

approve the Zoning Board’s recommendation regarding the variance for a front porch at 

406 North 10th Street, second by Madaus.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, 

Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: 

None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  (7-0-0-1). 

VII. Department Heads 

a. Centko 

i. Centko reported that Danny Carrigan scored a 95% on his initial testing at the 

Police Academy, that score was 5% higher than the average. 

ii. Stamer asked if our speed trailer had been returned.  Centko reported that he 

has not gotten an update from the repair person.  Centko noted that he could 

pursue a business complaint with the Attorney General’s office.  

b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker reported that the sidewalk work on square should start the first of 

June. 
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ii. Karhliker reviewed the roads last Wednesday and he will have the road plans for 

2016 by the next meeting. 

iii. Karhliker reported that the crossing repair at Jackson Street has been delayed 

c. Ponsler 

i. Ponsler reported that the Library Board presented a budget and Ponsler has 

placed it in the drop box for the council’s review.  The council had several 

questions on the budget.  Barnhill will be attending the next meeting on 

04/19/16. 

VIII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration 

i. Berola reported that the department heads asked for merit raises for non-union 

employees.  Berola provided a grid of the recommended raises for non-union 

employees, both full time and part time.  Berola made a motion to accept the 

pay raises as listed on the grid for non-union employees effective 05/01/16, 

second Barnhill.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, 

Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  

ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  (7-0-0-1). 

ii. Berola made a motion to allow Karhliker to hire one person for summer help to 

assist with mowing at a rate of $10.00 per hour, second by Williams.  AYE: Julie 

Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, 

and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  (7-0-

0-1). 

iii. Berola made a motion put out for bid the cleaning of City Hall and the Auburn 

Community Center, the bid will close on 04/29/16 at 10:00 AM, second by 

Williams.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed 

Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  

ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  (7-0-0-1). 

iv. Berola made a motion to hire Shane Butler as the Animal Control officer at a 

rate of $9.00 per hour as part time position as needed, second by Williams. AYE: 

Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, and 

Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: Ed Madaus.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  (6-

0-1-1). 

b. Public Works 

i. Johnson reported observation hours are needed for sidewalk project.  There is a 

range of hours that were presented by Benton and Associates; Johnson is asking 

Benton and Associates to come with an accurate estimate. 

c. Public Utilities 

i. Hemmerle reported that Otter Lake Water Commission is looking to raise their 

bulk water rates by $0.25 each year for the next 3 years. 

d. Health & Safety 

i. No report.  Gillock noted that the fencing that the railroad put up for the high 

speed rail is not keeping people out of the area around the tracks. 
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e. Health & Housing 

i. Berola reported that he is checking several properties and will have a report at 

the next council meeting. 

f. Parks 

i. No report. 

ii. Williams asked about having a portable potty at Pohlod Park, there are many T-

Ball teams practicing at Pohlod Park and there is no bathroom facility at the 

park.  No action was taken. 

IX. Executive Session 

a. A motion was made by Johnson to enter into Executive Session regarding current 

litigation, second by Madaus.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, 

Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: 

None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  (7-0-0-1). 

b. A motion was made by Madaus to exit Executive Session and return to regular session, 

second by Johnson.   Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  

ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  (7-0-0-1). 

X. Adjournment 

a. A motion to adjourn was made by Madaus at 8:33 PM; second by Johnson.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  (7-

0-0-1). 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


