City of Auburn
Council Minutes
April 4, 2016
Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Present: Barb Stamer, Tom Appelt, Chris Warwick, Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry
Hemmerle (7:24 PM), Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr. Absent: None.

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler (Absent). City Attorney: Raylene
Grischow.

l. Mayor’s Comments
a. Stamer recommended the appointment of Julie Barnhill to Library Liaison; a motion was
made by Gillock to accept the mayor’s recommendation, second by Johnson. Voice
Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth
Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr. NAY: None. PRESENT: None. ABSENT: Larry Hemmerle.
(7-0-0-1).
1. City Clerk’s Report — Warwick
a. Warwick presented the 03/21/16 meeting minutes for the Council’s review and
approval. A motion was made by Gillock to approve the meeting minutes and destroy
the recorded copy, second by Williams. Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola,
Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr. NAY: None.
PRESENT: None. ABSENT: Larry Hemmerle. (7-0-0-1).
b. Warwick reminded the council that their Statement of Economic Interest is due to the
County Clerk’s office by 05/01/16.
c. Warwick reminded the council that the Illinois Municipal League will have their Lobby
Day on May 4™,
lll.  City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt
a. Appelt presented the Bills List from 03/21/16 to 04/04/16 for the Council’s review and
approval. A motion was made by Williams to approve the Bills List, second Devos.
Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson,
Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr. NAY: None. PRESENT: None. ABSENT: Larry
Hemmerle. (7-0-0-1).
IV.  Attorney — Grischow
a. Grischow reported that the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been sent to
the union members for signature regarding procedures on Emergency Calls. It has not
been signed off by the shop steward TJ Henson. Grischow will have more details at the
next council meeting
V. Visitors
a. No visitors brought forth any comments.
VL. Department Heads
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a.

Centko
i

Centko reported that one of squad cars is not working and he would like to
purchase one. He has money budgeted for a new vehicle. He would like to
purchase a SUV; the estimated price is $26,990.00. A motion was made by
Gillock to allow Centko to purchase a new vehicle for the Police Department at a
cost not to exceed $27,000.00; by Williams. AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola,
Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and
Vic Devos, Jr. NAY: None. PRESENT: None. ABSENT: None. (8-0-0-0).
Williams asked about the Hummers that the City owns. Centko is working to
send the green Hummer back because it has not been working and they are
having trouble keeping it running.

Centko also reported that he is working to get our speed trailer working; he has
located the company owner that had gone missing. Centko will reach out to
him to get our old speed trailer fixed or returned to the city.

Johnson reported that he received a complaint about speeders on East Van
Buren Street; Barnhill noted that she had a complaint about speeders on East
Madison Street as well. Centko noted that one of the new officers will be on his
own soon so he can assist with radar patrol on these streets.

b. Karhliker

C.

Ponsler

Karhliker is meeting with the representative from Morton Building to discuss the
details of workshop building.

Karhliker reported that the work of Lewis Electric at East Park should be
completed.

Ponsler was absent so there was no report.

VII. Committee Reports

a.

Administration

Berola reported the resignation of Jan Harden who does the cleaning of the city
buildings. Berola made a motion to accept the resignation of Jan Harden,
second by Gillock. Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock,
Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.
NAY: None. PRESENT: None. ABSENT: None. (8-0-0-0).

Berola was approached by one of the department heads about merit based
raises for this year. Berola said it would be discussed further at the committee
meeting on Wednesday 04/06/16 at 6:30 PM.

Berola reported that the administration committee is recommending putting
forth a referendum on the November ballot for a $0.01 per gallon of fuel tax to
support police protection. Berola asked Grischow to work on presenting the
details to the council at the next meeting.

b. Public Works
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Johnson reported that the Public Works committee met regarding more
accurate water sales. The best option is to buy newer, more accurate meters.
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C.

Johnson made a motion to buy 100 new radio water meters at a cost of $169.00
per unit, and to have 70 units replaced this year, second by Madaus. AYE: Julie
Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson,
Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr. NAY: None. PRESENT: None. ABSENT: None.
(8-0-0-0).

Johnson made a motion to buy 100 new radio gas meters at a cost of $82.00 per
unit, and to have 70 units replaced this year, second by Berola. AYE: Julie
Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson,
Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr. NAY: None. PRESENT: None. ABSENT: None.
(8-0-0-0).

Johnson noted that Devos had an issue with the alley to the east of the Auburn
Middle School where the buses drop off Middle School students. Devos noted
that there are potholes and a lot of standing water. Karhliker recommended
that they core out the alley and relay the alley; Karhliker asked if the School
District would be assisting monetarily. Barnhill questioned why the School
District would not be willing to help out; they are using an alley way as a street.
Johnson asked Karhliker to look at the issue and come up with a
recommendation.

Public Utilities

Hemmerle reported that Otter Lake Water Commission is raising their bulk
water rate by $0.25 per thousand gallons and he noted that we had put in place
an automatic $0.10 raise per thousand gallons every year to help with up keep
of water services. Hemmerle stated that with the increases he would make the
motion to raise the city’s rate per thousand gallons from $7.50 to $7.85 per
thousand gallons of water effective 05/01/16; second by Barnhill. AYE: Julie
Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson,
Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr. NAY: None. PRESENT: None. ABSENT: None.
(8-0-0-0).

Hemmerle reported that the committee recommended that a first reading be
made of the following items. 1) the afterhours turn on fee be raised from
$100.00 to $200.00 to help cover costs 2) the threshold be set for monies owed
to the city be set at $5.00 for residential customers and $20.00 for business
customers for the amount past due that someone would be shut off. Grischow
will work on the documentation for the next meeting.

d. Health & Safety

e.

f.
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No report.

Health & Housing

Parks

Berola reported that he is checking several properties and will have a report at
the next council meeting.

No report.
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ii. Williams asked about having T-Ball fields at Pohlod Park, the issue with using
Pohlod Park is the parking on the two side streets is very narrow and would
cause issues around the park. The council discussed several other locations for
practices in the Auburn-Divernon area.
VIIl.  Adjournment
a. A motion to adjourn was made by Madaus at 8:04 PM; second by Johnson. Voice Vote:

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod

Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr. NAY: None. PRESENT: None. ABSENT:

None. (8-0-0-0).

Respectfully Submitted,

Christopher Warwick

City Clerk
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