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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

July 5, 2016 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Julie Barnhill, Matt Gillock, Vic Devos, Jr., Larry Hemmerle (left at 

7:35 PM), Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  Absent: Tom Appelt and Tom Berola 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. Stamer congratulated Ashley Aldridge on winning her Andrew Carnegie Hero Award; she 

was one of forty-seven recipients nationwide. 

b. Stamer reported that with the passage of the state stop gap budget the city will receive 

its MFT, use tax, and video gaming revenue. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the 06/20/16 meeting minutes for the Council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Williams to approve the meeting minutes and destroy 

the recorded copy, second by Devos.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Vic Devos, Jr., 

Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: 

None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Tom Berola (7-0-0-1). 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Warwick presented the Bills List from 06/21/16 to 07/05/16 for the Council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Gillock to approve the Bills List, second Williams.  

Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Vic Devos, Jr., Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed 

Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Tom 

Berola (7-0-0-1). 

b. Warwick presented the June Cash Balance report dated 06/30/16 for the Council’s 

review and approval.  A motion was made by Williams to approve the Cash Balance 

Report, second Johnson.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Vic Devos, Jr., Matt Gillock, 

Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: 

None.  ABSENT: Tom Berola (7-0-0-1). 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 

a. Grischow presented for Second Reading Ordinance 1419-16, an ordinance for prevailing 

wage.  Grischow noted that we are waiting for 2016 numbers from the Department of 

Labor so when the new numbers come in the council will amend the Ordinance.  A 

motion was made by Johnson to accept Ordinance 1419-16; second by Madaus.  AYE: 

Julie Barnhill, Vic Devos, Jr., Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, 

and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Tom Berola (7-0-0-1).   

b. Grischow presented for First Reading Ordinance 1421-16, an ordinance regarding 

addressing the City Council at meetings. 
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c. Grischow presented for First Reading Ordinance 1422-16, an ordinance amending the 

personnel ordinance regarding holiday pay for non-union employees.  Centko wanted to 

make sure there was a clarification between being paid for a holiday versus holiday 

premium pay for working on the holiday.  A discussion followed and it was 

recommended that the issue be discussed at the next administration committee 

meeting on Monday 07/11/16 at 6:00 PM.    

d. Grischow asked for an Executive Session at the end of the meeting regarding a 

Personnel Issue and Pending Litigation. 

V. Visitors 

a. No visitors requested to speak. 

VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 

i. Centko reported that once the decals are off the old police car they will then put 

the car out for bid as unneeded surplus. 

ii. Centko reported that the speed trailer has not been returned by the vendor and 

he has engaged the Secretary of State to help resolve the issue and recover the 

city’s speed trailer. 

iii. Barnhill asked about the cameras in the park and if they were working.  Centko 

reported the cameras will work but the Wi-Fi does not work, and that the Wi-Fi 

allows the City to monitor the cameras from a website.  Centko also reported 

that the camera company claims that Royell is the issue with the Wi-Fi; he also 

noted that we have not received passwords and other related items from the 

camera company. Centko mentioned trying to get a partial refund for the 

lacking services. 

b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker reported that he will be doing a sidewalk walk through with Mike 

McEvers from Benton and Associates on Thursday 07/07/16.  Hemmerle left the 

meeting. 

ii. Karhliker reported that the Jackson Street railroad crossing will be closed the 

week of 08/08/16 or sooner.  The engineers are trying to get a 14 day 

notification so the work can be done sooner. 

iii. Karhliker reported that Tim Siefert reported that there are several suck holes in 

a 10’’ clay field tile that was caused by the City’s sanitary sewer.   The sanitary 

sewer was installed in 2001.  Johnson felt that since the sewer was installed 15 

years ago, any problems would have been found right after the installation of 

the sanitary sewer and the clay field tile could be 40 – 50 years old.  Johnson 

noted that if they want to replace the field tile the city could work with them to 

allow them on the easement to replace the broken clay tile.  Grischow will check 

on the easement. 

c. Ponsler 

i. Ponsler just clarified that the Holiday Pay ordinance is just a first reading 

because the passage date could affect payroll. 
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VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration 

i. Berola was absent and no report was given. 

b. Public Works 

i. Johnson presented a pay estimate from Kinney Contractors in the amount of 

$33,689.28 for downtown sidewalks, section 15-00016-00-SW.  A motion was 

made by Johnson to approve the $33,689.28 payment to Kinney Contractors; 

second by Madaus.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Vic Devos, Jr., Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, 

Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Tom 

Berola and Hemmerle (6-0-0-2). 

ii. Johnson made a motion for the advance or reimbursement of $32,255.57 for 

the USDA Grant that is paying for part of the sidewalk project, second by 

Williams.  Ponsler noted that this needed so we can request a reimbursement 

for the Rural Development Grant.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Vic Devos, Jr., Matt 

Gillock, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: 

None.  ABSENT: Tom Berola and Hemmerle (6-0-0-2). 

iii. Johnson reported that there was a committee meeting regarding damage to 

Dan Hahn’s property at 708 West North Street because of a water main break.  

Grischow noted that the city is immune from liability based on State Statute.  It 

was suggested that the Hahn’s report the incident to their insurance carrier.  No 

action was taken by the committee. 

iv. Johnson reported that Morton Building appeared at the meeting to answer 

questions.  Johnson was checking on the financing, he reported that UCB Bank 

was offering a good rate and he needs further confirmation about the loan rate 

and payment structure. 

c. Public Utilities 

i. No Report. 

d. Health & Safety 

i. No Report. 

e. Health & Housing 

i. Williams reported that the grass has been mowed at 13905 State Route 4 

(Rhodes).  Williams noted that the pool is still filled and the water is black.  A 

motion was made by Williams to declare the pool at 13905 State Route 4 a 

nuisance pending the inspection tomorrow 07/06/16; second by Gillock.  AYE: 

Julie Barnhill, Vic Devos, Jr., Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth 

Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Tom Berola and Hemmerle 

(6-0-0-2).   

f. Parks 

i. Barnhill announced there will be a movie in the park on Saturday 07/09/16 at 

Union Park, the movie will be Star Wars: The Force Awakens. 

g. Library Liaison 
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i. Barnhill reported that the Library would like sell surplus shelves.  Grischow 

noted that the Library should follow the instructions she outlined in a memo on 

the sale of surplus items. 

ii. Barnhill reported that Calla at the Library had a concern about a reading 

program that appeared at the Library that she was not aware of.  Centko 

reported that the program has been going on for a while and that the key is 

checked out by the dispatcher each time they hold the reading program. 

VIII. Executive Session 

a. A motion was made by Johnson to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of 

discussing a personnel issue and pending litigation; second by Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYE: 

Julie Barnhill, Vic Devos, Jr., Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  

NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Tom Berola and Hemmerle (6-0-0-2).   

b. A motion was made by Gillock to exit Executive Session, second by Williams.  Voice 

Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Vic Devos, Jr., Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and 

Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Tom Berola and Hemmerle (6-0-

0-2). 

IX. Adjournment 

a. A motion to adjourn was made by Madaus at 8:59 PM; second by Johnson.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Vic Devos, Jr., Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth 

Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Tom Berola and Hemmerle (6-0-0-2). 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


