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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

September 21, 2015 

Clerk Warwick called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Tom Appelt, Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry 

Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  Absent: Tom Appelt. 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow 

(Absent). 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. Mayor Stamer recognized Ashley Aldridge as a “Hometown Hero” and made a 

proclamation regarding her heroic act of saving Earl Moorman on 09/15/15 from which 

his electric wheelchair was stuck on the railroad tracks at the Washington Street 

crossing before a train struck the wheelchair. 

b. Bill Auvenshine presented an honorary black belt in Taekwondo for act of heroism. 

c. Marc Magliari from Amtrak presented Ashley with 2 roundtrip tickets for anywhere in 

the State of Illinois. 

d. Mayor Stamer set the Trick or Treat hours for Friday 10/30/15 and Saturday 10/31/15 

from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Trick or Treaters should only go to homes with their outside 

lights on. There is also a Trunk or Treat event on Friday evening on 10/30/15 at East 

Park. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the 09/08/15 meeting minutes for the council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Gillock to approve the meeting minutes and destroy 

the recorded copy, second by Berola.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt 

Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  

NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

b. Warwick reported that the Bi-Annual review of Executive Sessions was conducted on 

09/21/15.  The council approved the opening of the 01/20/15 Executives Session 

regarding a pending lawsuit with Hubert Kendall regarding a tree he wanted cut down 

on his property.  A motion was made by Hemmerle to open up the Hubert Kendall file 

and leave all others closed, second by Johnson.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom 

Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic 

Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Ponsler presented the Bills List from 09/03/15 to 09/21/15 for the council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Johnson to approve the Bills List from 08/15/15 to 

09/02/15, second Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, 
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Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: 

None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

b. Ponsler presented the Cash Report on the date ending 08/31/15 for the council’s review 

and approval.  A motion was made by Johnson to approve the Cash Report on the date 

ending 08/31/15, second by Williams.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, 

Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, 

Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 

a. After a second reading Ordinance 1406-15 regarding the use of Golf Carts within the City 

limits.  A motion was made by Gillock to approve Ordinance 1406-15, second by Berola.  

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

V. Visitors 

a. Madaus reported that United Community Bank (UCB) requested to have a variance for 

off street parking at 416 West Jefferson Street.  Their intention is to use rock for the 

parking lot, parking blocks, and employees will enter from the alley.  The Zoning Board 

unanimously approved the request.  A motion was made by Johnson to approve the 

request for UCB and the off street parking variance, second by Devos.  AYE: Julie 

Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth 

Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

b. Madaus reported that Roger McCready from 322 North 7th Street requested a variance 

to place a new garage to match the alignment of the property to the West.  The Zoning 

Board unanimously approved the request.  A motion was made by Johnson to approve 

the request by Roger McCready, second by Barnhill.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, 

Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, 

Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

c. Larry McClelland requested the City to vacate an alley/easement through the old 

Heritage Chevrolet that runs through the building.  Karhliker confirmed there are no City 

utilities through the easement.  Johnson made a motion to vacate parcel 10.0-269-003, 

second by Madaus.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed 

Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  

(8-0-0). 

d. Madaus reported out that the Zoning Board will be using Greene and Bradford to 

update our City Comprehensive Plan maps at a rate of $400 to $500.  The remaining 

updates would be at a time and materials rate. 

e. Larry Cooper from Prairieland FS, they originally wanted to annex 10 acres but they 

would now like to annex just 5 acres and leave 5 acres in the county for their anhydrous 

operation.  The council directed Larry to continue to work with the City Attorney on the 

annexation. 

f. Terry Painter, Jr. was present regarding his property at 415 West North Street.  Terry 

stated that he ordered a 40 yard dumpster to get rid of all of the debris and 

accumulation.  Terry stated he got rid of everything.  Berola stated that there is still 
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clean up that needs to be completed.  Berola asked Terry to clean up the remaining 

items and it will be reviewed at the next council meeting on 10/05/15. 

VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 

i. No Report. 

b. Karhliker 

i. The 70 service changes that are needed each year will be completed by the end 

of the week. 

ii. A resident at 7 Conestoga Drive would like to cut his gutter to level out the curb 

because the resident claims that he is ruined 2 tires because of the curb.  There 

was a short discussion by the council and it was their opinion that we would not 

allow a resident to cut the curb because it could impede the drainage on the 

street and that type of work should not be performed by a resident.  The 

resident can purchase a steel plate to smooth out the slope of the curb/gutter. 

c. Ponsler 

i. Ponsler reported that our health insurance is coming up for renewal and she is 

checking with our agent for the best rates our current monthly expenditure is 

$8,900 and if we do not change anything it would go up to $12,500 per month.  

She is asking for other options from the agent.  The cause could be the shift in 

age of the employees.  She is looking for more quotes and the possibility of 

adding vision and dental coverage. 

ii. Ponsler reported that 3 people attended the open house on utility billing for the 

City.  She noted that 12 people called and the information was reviewed over 

the phone.  October marks the 1 year anniversary of switching to the new billing 

system. 

VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration 

i. No Report. 

b. Public Works 

i. Johnson reported that the committee had met earlier in the evening to discuss 

the cost of plans for the sidewalk project around the City Square; the 

engineering would be done by Benton & Associates.  Their not to exceed cost 

for the engineering specifications and bid monitoring would be $21,000.  

Johnson made a motion to approve the agreement with Benton & Associates at 

a cost not to exceed $21,000; second by Madaus.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom 

Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, Seth Williams, 

and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

ii. Johnson noted that with MFT reimbursement ($63,805) and the USDA Grant 

($32,850) we would have $96,655 minus the $21,000 for engineering work we 

would have approximately $75,655 for sidewalk construction.  The council will 

then prioritize the sections of sidewalk. 
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iii. Johnson reported that there was an additional construction observation charge 

that was approved $4,410.16 for the Hogan Road Project.  The payment would 

go to Benton & Associates.  Johnson made a motion to approve the payment to 

Benton & Associates, second from Barnhill.  .  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, 

Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  

NAY: None.  PRESENT: Vic Devos, Jr.  ABSENT: None.  (7-0-1-0). 

c. Public Utilities 

i. There will be a Committee Meeting to be held on 09/30/15 at 7:00 PM. 

d. Health & Safety 

i. There will be a Committee Meeting to be held on 09/28/15 at 7:00 PM. 

e. Health & Housing 

i. Berola noted that Ihlenfeldt House at 10th Street and West Adams Street needs 

to be sent a letter because of debris on the front porch and broken windows in 

the front of the home. 

f. Parks 

i. There will be a Committee Meeting to be held on 09/28/15 immediately 

following the Health & Safety Committee Meeting. 

ii. Hemmerle asked Karhliker to look at the electric service at East Park.  Karhliker 

noted that Lewis Electric did the work at Veterans Parks. 

iii. Hemmerle noted that the full price for a two sided electronic sign for the City 

and fittings would be $22,166.95. 

g. Illinois Municipal League Annual Conference Update from Williams.  Williams said the 

Annual Conference was productive and he attended the following sessions: Government 

& Social Media, Retail Recruitment, Council Roundtable, Conceal Carry, Video Gaming 

and he also met with the City’s TIF Attorney Steve Klein who was a vendor at the event. 

VIII. Adjournment 

a. A motion to adjourn was made by Devos at 8:22 PM; second by Hemmerle.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, Seth Williams, and Vic Devos, Jr.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: None.  (8-0-0). 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


