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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

February 2, 2015 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Tom Appelt, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, John Tanner, Rod Johnson, 

Mark Kessler, and Wayde Rathgeber.  Absent: Clay Davidson and Larry Hemmerle. 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. The Mayor would like to have Fundraiser for Christmas decorations.  Berola asked if we 

still had decorations and Karhliker replied that the lighted decorations are gone.  Stamer 

also noted that the remaining Christmas decorations will be coming down soon.  There 

was a question of who will collect the money.  That can be determined at Parks 

Committee Meeting. 

b. The recycling dumpster will now be picked up twice a week because of the increased 

volume, the pickup dates will be Monday and Thursday. 

II. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the meeting minutes from the city council meeting on 01/05/15.  

Davidson made a motion to accept the meeting minutes and destroy the recorded copy, 

second by Rathgeber.  Voice Vote: AYE: Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, John Tanner, Rod 

Johnson, Mark Kessler, and Wayde Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Clay Davidson 

and Larry Hemmerle.  (6-2). 

b. Warwick reminded the council and visitors that the next council meeting will be Tuesday 

02/17/15 at 7:00 PM because of the Presidents Day holiday. 

III. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Fiscal Year to Date we have collected $9,852 for Video Gaming. 

b. Appelt presented the Bills List from 01/21/15 to 01/31/15 for the council’s approval.  A 

motion was made by Rathgeber to approve the bills list, second by Gillock.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, John Tanner, Rod Johnson, Mark Kessler, and Wayde 

Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Clay Davidson and Larry Hemmerle.  (6-2). 

c. Appelt presented the Cash Flow and Financial Statements for the months of November 

and December 2014.  A motion was made by Gillock to approve the Cash Flow and 

Financial Statements, second by Rathgeber.  Voice Vote: AYE: Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, 

John Tanner, Rod Johnson, Mark Kessler, and Wayde Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: 

Clay Davidson and Larry Hemmerle.  (6-2). 

IV. Attorney – Grischow 

a. Grischow reported that she has replied back to Hubert Kendal’s attorney but she has not 

heard back from him. 

V. Visitors 
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a. Crystal Forestier the President of the Sesquicentennial Committee was present and 

reported that the main events will be around Labor Day Weekend.  Forestier asked 

about purchasing insurance, the council felt that the Committee would need to 

purchase the insurance rider.  More information will follow. 

VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 

i. No Report. 

b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker reported that the extra culvert for the railroad tracks near Veteran’s 

Park should be placed in the beginning of March 2015. 

c. Ponsler 

i. Ponsler reported that the office is having issues with the phone sets, she would 

like to have someone look at them and they might need to be replaced. 

ii. The eStatement Form for Utilities is now on line and ready for our customers. 

iii. Ponsler reported that Direct Energy is asking about renewing our Electric Rates, 

the original contract was worked by Ted Bailey of Auburn and it was 

recommended to reach out to him. 

iv. Ponsler noted that a resident wanted to have a Paint Party at the Community 

Center.  The council did not have an issue with the request; the renter would be 

liable for any clean-up just like any other rental. 

VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration – Berola 

i. No Report. 

b. Public Works – Johnson 

i. Johnson reported that the remaining documents were located for the MFT 

Audit and the issue should now be closed. 

c. Public Utilities – Kessler 

i. Kessler will be having a committee meeting on Thursday 02/12/15 at 6:00 PM to 

discuss water rates. 

d. Health & Safety – Gillock 

i. No Report. 

e. Health & Housing – Stamer 

i. Stamer noted that there was a lot of debris outside the blue apartments at 207 

South Kennedy Street.  If the debris is not cleaned up we will need to take 

action. 

ii. Stamer was still concerned about 520 West Jefferson Street (Searcy Church) and 

443 West Jackson Street (Heritage Chevrolet).  Both properties need to be 

cleaned up or torn down.  Each property owner will be invited to the next 

council meeting. 

iii. Appelt asked when the yellow building next to Subway on Route 4 is going to 

come down, the roof has a big hole in the roof and there are several issues. 

f. Parks – Tanner 
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i. Tanner will be having a committee meeting on Thursday 02/12/15 immediately 

following the Public Utilities meeting to discuss Christmas Decorations. 

g. Library/Technology – Hemmerle 

i. No Report. 

VIII. Adjournment 

a. A motion to adjourn was made by Gillock at 7:41 PM; second by Rathgeber.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, John Tanner, Rod Johnson, Mark Kessler, and Wayde 

Rathgeber.  NAY: None.  ABSENT: Clay Davidson and Larry Hemmerle.  (6-2). 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


