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City of Auburn 

Council Minutes 

September 6, 2016 

Mayor Stamer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

Present: Barb Stamer, Chris Warwick, Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle (arrived 

7:03 PM), Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson (arrived 7:03 PM), and Seth Williams.  Absent: Vic Devos, Jr. and 

Tom Appelt. 

Department Heads: Bruce Centko, Bill Karhliker, and Kristy Ponsler.  City Attorney: Raylene Grischow. 

I. Mayor’s Comments 

a. Stamer recommended the appointment of John Edie as the ESDA Coordinator for the 

City of Auburn.  She noted that since we are in the middle of the fiscal year there would 

be no stipend at this time for the position but a stipend would be looked at for the next 

fiscal year.  Gillock made a motion to accept the Mayor’s recommendation, second by 

Barnhill.  AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Ed Madaus, and Seth Williams.  

NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Larry Hemmerle, Rod Johnson, and Vic Devos, 

Jr. (5-0-0-3). 

b. Stamer asked if a community group would adopt Union Park.  It is the only parK that has 

not been adopted so far. 

c. Stamer reminded the council there will be a Zoning Board Meeting on Wednesday 

09/14/16. 

d. Stamer read a prepared statement asking citizens to follow the rules when burning 

leaves this fall.  Follow the rules! 

II. Visitors 

a. Tim Seifert spoke about a possible idea of dumping leaves on the ground that the City 

owns on Kennedy Road.  Seifert’s concerns were sticks, branches and household waste.  

He thought this was very doable but there would need to be controls to make sure no 

waste is dumped. 

b. Calla Patton from the Auburn Public Library was present to request work needed on the 

interior light fixtures.  Ponsler noted that the fixtures ordered were not the proper size, 

and Karhliker noted that they needed to be cut to size.  Calla asked if the Library should 

pay to have them installed or wait.  Karhliker replied that the city crew has work 

planned to the end of the month, so they might consider hiring someone.  Calla also 

asked that the decorative posts outside the Library be painted as well.  Karhliker replied 

that he had someone starting soon that can complete the work. 

c. Tony DelGiorno candidate for the Illinois House's 99th District introduced himself to the 

council and the visitors in the Council chambers. 

d. Darrell Adcock was present to address a letter he received from the City regarding 

outstanding bills by his tenants and the lack of access to water shut off valves.  The 
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building plumbing is old and when the water is shut off, it shuts off other tenants who 

do pay their bills.  A short discussion followed, Adcock will work with his plumber to find 

a workable solution and will report back to the council with his plan. 

III. City Clerk’s Report – Warwick 

a. Warwick presented the 08/15/16 meeting minutes for the Council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Johnson to approve the meeting minutes and destroy 

the recorded copy, second by Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt 

Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  

PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr. (7-0-0-1). 

IV. City Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 

a. Warwick presented the Bills List from 08/16/16 to 09/02/16 for the Council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Williams to approve the Bills List, second by Johnson.  

Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, 

Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr. 

(7-0-0-1). 

b. Warwick presented the July Cash Report ending 07/31/16 for the Council’s review and 

approval.  A motion was made by Williams to approve the July Cash Report, second by 

Gillock.  Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed 

Madaus, Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic 

Devos, Jr. (7-0-0-1). 

V. Attorney – Grischow 

a. No report. 

VI. Department Heads 

a. Centko 

i. Centko asked for a short Executive Session at the end of the meeting, no action 

will need to be taken. 

b. Karhliker 

i. Karhliker met with IDOT regarding the crossing at State Route 4 to the High 

School Football field.  There are three proposals in the City office.  Karhliker 

noted that the City and the School District will need to work on a solution 

together. 

ii. Karhliker reported that the railroad crossing at Jackson Street should be open by 

Sunday 09/11/16. 

c. Ponsler 

i. Ponsler reported that insurance renewal pricing will be up by 6 – 7%. 

ii. Ponsler presented several options to the council regarding upgrading the City 

website.  The current site is falling apart and is constantly needing systems 

updates in addition to the content updates.  Ponsler reported that updating the 

software and support would greatly reduce the time needed to make content 

updates.  Johnson had a concern regarding the pricing offered by the companies 

and asked Ponsler to follow up on monthly cost details.  Ponsler has concerns 

about the stability of the site. No action taken. 
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VII. Committee Reports 

a. Administration 

i. Berola reported that he has spoken to the two Union Representatives and they 

are ok standing by until a formal meeting is called to cover the insurance. 

b. Public Works 

i. Johnson reported that we have received the bids for the new City Garage and 

there are additional questions.  Johnson is calling a committee meeting on 

09/13/16 at 6:30 PM to discuss further. 

ii. Johnson asked Karhliker to see what can be done to complete the roadway 

apron for Jim Edmonds as part of the Kennedy Road project. 

c. Public Utilities 

i. There will be a Public Utilities meeting on 09/13/16 at 6:00 PM regarding a 

contested bill. 

d. Health & Safety 

i. No report. 

e. Health & Housing 

i. Berola reported that the pool liner has been removed at 1002 West Monroe 

Street so the stagnant water is no longer there. 

ii. Berola reported that the couch in front of 525 West Washington has been 

removed. 

iii. Berola asked that we send a nuisance letter to the property owners at 315 

North Iris because of debris and tall grass. 

f. Parks 

i. Hemmerle reported that a meeting will be needed in the future, he will check 

with the other council members on a date. 

g. Library Liaison 

i. Barnhill reported that Jeff Davis is the new President of the Library Board. 

VIII. Executive Session 

a. A motion was made by Hemmerle to enter into Executive Session, second by Williams.  

Voice Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, 

Rod Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr. 

(7-0-0-1). 

b. A motion was made by Johnson to exit Executive Session, second by Madaus.  Voice 

Vote: AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr. (7-0-

0-1). 

IX. Adjournment 

a. A motion to adjourn was made by Barnhill at 8:37 PM; second by Johnson.  Voice Vote: 

AYE: Julie Barnhill, Tom Berola, Matt Gillock, Larry Hemmerle, Ed Madaus, Rod 

Johnson, and Seth Williams.  NAY: None.  PRESENT: None.  ABSENT: Vic Devos, Jr. (7-0-

0-1). 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Christopher Warwick 

City Clerk 


