
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

APRIL 20, 2009 
 

The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00p.m. 
PRESENT:  C Berola, T Berola, Boyd, Gillock, J Powell, Sample, Stamer, Svetlik 
ABSENT:  Kessler, Landers, Warwick 
 
Mayor Powell informed the council that Marc Landers resigned as an Auburn City Council 
member on April 20, 2009 because of his newly elected position. 
 
I. CLERK’S REPORT – SAMPLE 

 The council minutes for the April 6, 2009 meeting were presented for review and 
approval.  Motion by Gillock second by C Berola to approve the April 6, 2009 minutes.  
Approved by voice vote. 
 

II. TREASURER’S REPORT – BOYD 
 The bills list was presented for review and approval.  Motion by C Berola second by 
Gillock to approve the bills list.  5-0-2 
 
AYES:  C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Stamer, Svetlik    
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Kessler, Warwick 
 
 The financial statement ending March 31, 2009 was presented for review and approval.  
Motion by Gillock second by C Berola to approve the financial statement ending March 
31, 2009.  5-0-2 
 
AYES:   Svetlik, Stamer, Gillock, T Berola, C Berola 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Kessler, Warwick 
 

III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – LABARRE 
 Labarre presented ordinance 1288-09 regarding the federally mandated program 
regarding identity theft for a second reading.  Motion by Gillock second by Stamer to 
approve ordinance 1288-09.  5-0-2 
 
AYES:   C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Stamer, Svetlik 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Kessler, Warwick 
 
 Labarre informed the council that he has not had a response to the lift station 
agreement. 
 Labarre presented ordinance 1289-09 regarding amending the Auburn zoning code for 
a first reading.  A general discussion was held.  Stamer said it was hard to visualize the 
meaning.  Labarre said there were some changes and some additions to the ordinance.  
C Powell said she will have Edna put together a more understandable version for the 
council to review at the next meeting. 
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 Labarre said he sent a letter to Pat Chaplin, the manager of the Village Apartments, 
regarding parking issues.  Labarre presented ordinance 1290-09 regarding parking for a 
first reading.  A general discussion was held regarding the ordinance.  Centko said that 
the cars are gone right now if the council would like to table the ordinance.  T Berola said 
that the two hour consecutive parking needs to be removed from the proposed 
ordinance. 
 Labarre informed the council that when the land for Red Bud Park was purchased from 
Dickey John it was not annexed into the city.   Labarre presented ordinance 1291-09 
regarding annexation of Red Bud Park land into the City of Auburn for a first reading.  
Labarre also informed the council that as long as the land is being farmed it will be taxed. 
 The log cabin structures on Clover Street were discussed.  Stamer took pictures of that 
property and another property that should be looked at.  Stamer reviewed information 
she found on the internet.  Labarre stated that the county has been used in the past for 
such issues. 
 

Warwick arrived at 7:23p.m. 
 

 At this point the city has accepted orange fencing; however, Labarre said there are 
better ways to secure property.  Stamer said what is required on one owner must be 
required of all owners.  Labarre said that in recent years properties have been turned 
over to the county.  Per Labarre a key deciding factor on how to handle this is if the 
property taxes are current.  A general discussion.  Labarre informed the council they 
need to decide what they want to do. 
 

IV. VISITORS 
 Tim Stewart appeared regarding a ball tournament to be held this weekend at Trojan 
Field.  Per Stewart he has been working with AYBSA and just found out that he needed 
to have city council approval.  Stewart said the proceeds from the tournament will be 
given to the Josh Brooks Memorial Fund for scholarships.  Svetlik asked Stewart if they 
would be using the ball field lights.  Stewart said the lights would be used.  Svetlik said 
there would be a $50.00 charge that was payable to the City.  Svetlik also informed 
Stewart that a Certificate of Insurance naming Auburn as an additional insured would 
also be required.   
 Motion by Svetlik second by Stamer to waive the $50.00 fee for the tournament to be 
held this week by the Auburn Adult Softball League and to require a Certificate of 
Insurance naming Auburn as an additional insured.  6-0-1 
 
AYES:   C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Stamer, Svetlik, Warwick    
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Kessler 
 
 Tami Travous appeared regarding the upcoming carnival.  Travous said she had 
spoken to Jerry Young from CIPS and Lewis Electric regarding putting in a temporary 
drop for electrical service for the carnival.  Karhliker said he will call JULIE as soon as he 
is given a date for the drop.  Travous also said they would like to leave the beer garden 
where it was last time.  Warwick said will talk to the Library Board and get back with their 
input at the next meeting.    Motion by Gillock second by Svetlik to allow the blocking of 
the section of the street for the beer garden.  5-1-1 
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AYES:   C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Stamer, Svetlik 
NAYS:   Warwick 
ABSENT:   Kessler 
 
Travous asked the council when she can find out if the band can go to midnight on 
Friday and Saturday night.  A general discussion was held.  T Berola said the band went 
late on Thursday night last time and that some complaints were received.  It was agreed 
that the band can go until 10:00p.m. on Thursday evening and 11:55p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday evening. 
 
 Larry McClelland was at the meeting and was asked if he had been contacted by IEPA.  
McClelland said the city attorney was going to draw up easements and was informed that 
this is not what he was told.  Mayor Powell said that the notice from IEPA gave a 
deadline of April 1, 2009.  Per Powell the water will have to be turned off at some point if 
nothing is done.  The final deadline is October of 2009.  Mayor Powell asked McClelland 
if he had any intention of running a water line. 
McClelland’s response was no. 
 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 Mayor Powell stated that because Labarre is retiring, he and T Berola had been 
interviewing candidates to take over as city attorney.  Mayor Powell recommended that 
Raylene DeWitte Grischow be hired to replace Labarre.  Per Powell, Grischow is with 
Hinshaw and Culbertson.  Motion by Warwick second by T Berola to accept Mayor 
Powell’s recommendation and appoint Raylene DeWitte Grischow as the new city 
attorney effective May 4, 2009.  6-0-1 
 
AYES: C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Stamer, Svetlik, Warwick 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT: Kessler 
 
 Mayor Powell presented a proposal from Larry Travis regarding the upcoming required 
audit.  Travis charge for performing the audit would not exceed $5,700.00.  A general 
discussion was held.  Stamer said she would like to postpone this decision until the new 
treasurer takes over.  She also stated she would like to see three bids.  C Powell said 
that if this was going out to bid it should have been done in March or April.  The audit 
needs to be complete by the end of August.  T Berola said that Travis was the most 
affordable and was used for the School Board audit.  Motion by Stamer second by 
Svetlik to postpone until next meeting and to put out to bid at that time.  Motion by 
Stamer second by Svetlik to amend the motion to put auditor proposal out to bid 
immediately with a closing date of May 1, 2009.  3-4-1 
 
AYES:   Stamer, Svetlik, Warwick 
NAYS:   C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, J Powell 
ABSENT:  Kessler 
 
Motion by T Berola second by C Berola to award Larry Travis the bid to perform the audit 
of the city of Auburn to begin immediately.  4-2-1 
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AYES:   C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Warwick 
NAYS:   Stamer, Svetlik 
ABSENT:  Kessler 
 

VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 
A. CENTKO 

 Centko informed the council that Louie Rogers, EMS director for St. Johns, 
informed him that they were shutting down ambulance service to Auburn for 30 
days.  Per Centko Sangamon County will be called and they will dispatch the 
closest ambulance available.   
 Centko informed the council that the county is cutting back.  ID & Tech Services 
will no longer be provided by the county.  Centko said he will need to train the 
officers in Auburn.  Per Centko he needs to purchase an ID camera for each 
officer.  The purchase will include a camera, bag, lens, battery, and memory 
cards.  The cost would be $750.00 each for a total cost of $3,000.00.  A general 
discussion was held.  T Berola said that photos on everything at a crime scene 
are requested.  Warwick asked if there was money in the budget and was told 
there was.  Motion by T Berola second by Gillock to authorize Centko to purchase 
4 cameras at a cost not to exceed $3,000.00. 6-0-1 
 
AYES:   C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Stamer, Svetlik, Warwick 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Kessler 

 
B. KARHLIKER 

 Karhliker informed the council that Pine View storm sewer repair has been 
started and there is about 3 days of work left. 
 Per Karhliker he will have MFT proposal and engineer’s estimates for the next 
meeting. 
 Karhliker presented cost information to purchase a garage laptop for GIS and 
website work.  The information was from Best Buy with a total cost of $1,000.00. 
T Berola said that the council might want to consider a Panasonic Tough Book 
because it is more durable.  Warwick stated a cable lock should be added as well.  
Motion by C Berola second by Warwick to authorize Karhliker to purchase a 
Tough Book computer at a cost not to exceed $2,500.00.  6-0-1 

 
AYES:   C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Stamer, Svetlik, Warwick 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Kessler 

 
B. C POWELL 

 C Powell presented cost information to replace Edna’s computer tower to enable 
Edna to handle DVD GIS/Website programs.  Motion by C Berola second by T 
Berola to allow the city office to purchase a tower a cost not to exceed $750.00.  
6-0-1 
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AYES:   C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Stamer, Svetlik, Warwick 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Kessler 
 
 

 
VII. COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

A. ADMINISTRATION – C BEROLA 
 C Berola informed the council that there had been a budget meeting on April 8, 
2009 to discuss the budget.  A draft was presented for approval.  Labarre 
informed the council that any adjustments should be made by June 1, 2009.  A 
general discussion was held on the budget.  Warwick asked if there could be one 
more committee meeting before the budget is voted on.  Svetlik said she still has 
a lot of questions.  C Berola set an Administration meeting for April 23, 2009 at 
7:00p.m. to discuss the budget. 

 
B. HEALTH OFFICER 

 Mayor Powell said that he was recommending that T Berola be appointed to 
replace Marc Landers as Health Officer.  Motion by Warwick second by C Berola 
to accept Mayor Powell’s recommendation to appoint T Berola as Health Officer.  
6-0-1 

 
AYES:   C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Stamer, Svetlik, Warwick 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Kessler 

 
C. PARKS – SVETLIK 

 Svetlik informed the council that she had two bids to paint the lattice work on the 
band stand. 

Ross Jennings  $1,950.00 with a 10 year guarantee. 
Dale Wohlers $4,000.00 

Mayor Powell said that all paint needs to come off lattice work before repainting.  
Hemberger said that the lattice work needs to be blasted and then painted.  A 
general discussion was held.   
 Warwick informed the council that the score board was burnt out and cost of 
repair would be $105.00.  Warwick asked if the city could absorb the repair from 
the parks budget.  Motion by Warwick second by Svetlik for the city to pay 
$105.00 to repair the score board at Trojan Field.  6-0-1 

 
AYES:   Warwick, Svetlik, Stamer, Gillock, T Berola, C Berola 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Kessler 

 
 Svetlik said there were no speed signs on park roads.  She said she found one 
sign that was covered by bushes.  Karhliker said he will trim the bushes so sign 
can be seen.  Svetlik asked if there should be children at play signs at the park.  
Warwick said that there needs to be a list of location to be covered at the next 
meeting.  Motion by Svetlik second by Stamer to approve the placement of 
children at play and speed signs at Emergency Squad Park, East Park and 
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Pohlod Park.  When asked if there was any discussion before roll was called, 
Warwick said he would like to see a list of where the signs are to be put and the 
cost involved before he votes on this issue.  Motion by Warwick second by T 
Berola to table the motion until the next meeting.  6-0-1 

 
AYES:   C Berola, T Berola, Gillock, Stamer, Svetlik, Warwick 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Kessler 

 
D. LIBRARY – WARWICK 

Warwick informed the council that there will be a Library Board meeting tomorrow 
at 7:00p.m.  Warwick also informed the council that he has a copy of the Library 
budget and he will bring to City Hall.  C Powell said that at the last budget meeting 
it was proposed the Library will pay its own electric bill. Warwick presented 
documentation regarding a proposed shed behind the Library.  The shed would be 
used to store books.  A general discussion was held regarding the placement and 
size of the shed. 

 
E. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – STAMER 

Stamer said she would like to commend Bill Reynolds for an article that appeared 
in the paper.  Per Stamer the garage sales went well.  Open houses were held on 
Sunday for houses for sale in Auburn.  The next EDC meeting will be held on April 
28, 2009 at 7:00p.m. at City Hall. 

 
Motion by Svetlik second by Warwick to adjourn at 8:50p.m. 
 
 
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
     Myra Sample 
     City Clerk 
 


