
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

MAY 4, 2009 
 
 
I.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
  Due to the resignation of Marc Landers in Ward IV, the Mayor made a recommendation 

to appoint Wayde Rathgeber to fill his remaining two years.   Motion by Mark Kessler to 
appoint Wayde Rathgeber in his seat, second by Tom Berola.  6-0-0 

 
AYES:      Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Svetlik, Warwick 
NAYS:      None 
ABSENT:   None 

 
  Due to resignation of Carolynn Berola in Ward I, the Mayor made a recommendation 
to appoint John Tanner to fill her remaining two years.  Motion by Chris Warwick to 
appoint John Tanner in her place to fill her seat, second by Matt Gillock.  6-0-0 

 
AYES:  Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Svetlik, Warwick 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: None 

 
 The Mayor stated an Administration Committee meeting was held on April 30, 2009 to 
finalize the 2009-2010 Budget and to recommend standing committees, as follows: 

 
Administration:      Berola, Chairman; Warwick, Svetlik, Rathgeber 
Health & Safety:    Gillock, Chairman; Berola, Tanner, Kessler 
Public Works:        Johnson, Chairman; Rathgeber, Gillock, Kessler 
Public Utilities:      Warwick, Chairman; Kessler, Johnson, Berola 
Building Permits:       Kessler, Berola 
Parks & Recreation:  Svetlik, Chairman; Warwick, Tanner 
Health & Housing:     Tom Berola 
Library Liaison:         Chris Warwick 

 
 Motion Mark Kessler to accept the recommendation of the Administration Committee to 
accept the standing committees as presented by the Mayor, second by Rathgeber. 8-0-0 

 
AYES: Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Svetlik, Tanner, Warwick 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: None 

 
 The Mayor stated that the only employee birthday was Todd Agans, a police 
Officer, on May 17, 2009, he has been with the City for four years and one  
month. 

 
II. VISITORS 
 

 Dianne Hagemann for the Auburn Ambulance Squad was present to discuss  
the rental agreement between the City and the Squad.  She stated the Squad was going 
to return the start-up money of $5,960.16 to the City.  This money came to the 
ambulance squad from the City when Sangamac disbanded years ago.  The concern of 



May 4, 2009 

 - 2 -

the squad was splitting the utilities.  Kessler stated that the city will bear the expenses of 
the water & gas.   
 Dianne is to come back to the next meeting to find out more about the cost of the CIPS; 
the Mayor will look into the cost of the meter.  Kessler stated the council would verbally 
agree to splitting the meters and absorbing the cost. 
 Also, discussed was where the $5,960.16 should be placed in the budget.  Treasurer 
Appelt and Attorney Grischow along with Connie Powell will discuss the best placement 
of the money. 

 
 Rob McWhinnie of 209 Springfield Street (DeHeve’s Tavern) to discuss the water in 
the basement.  He is asking the City’s help in solving the problem as in the last rain he 
pumped for over 40 hours and the water is causing part of the wall to crumble. Also there 
is a sink hole in the drive way.  His insurance company asked that he ask the City for 
help in solving the problem.  After a lengthy discussion the Council stated they will do 
what they could do to help with the situation. 

 
 Charlene Moore asked about the water pressure. It seems a hose was left running out 
by her house.  This has been an on going problem.  Larry McClelland shut off the water 
and padlocked the line.  As this is a service line and not a main the City does not have 
control over it.  The EPA has asked the status on this line.   There were supposed to be 
plans and easements made to install a water main to four properties.   The complete 
main was to be done by November 2009.  As Mr. McClelland stated he was not going to 
install the main, the City is in compliance as long as the water is shut off.  The City 
attorney is to report to the EPA on the status on the line.  Kessler has suggested that if 
the water is off, shouldn’t the City go ahead and shut it off at the curb.  Bill Karhliker is 
going to check with Steve Vance from EPA and let him know what is going on.  He will 
also check back with the city attorney to let her know what transpired in his conversation 
with Mr. Vance.  Kessler said if the EPA says it is ok to turn it off at the curb, that is what 
the city should do. 

 
 Ken Moorman who resides at 708 N 4th Street presented a petition from several 
residents concerning their water pressure.  In order to correct Mr. Moorman’s problem, it 
was decided that the City would need to install a water main on Fourth Street.  Warwick 
called a Public Utilities Meeting on May 12, 2009 to discuss the possibility of installing a 
water main.  Kessler stated that he hoped Mr. Moorman realized that he would have to 
replace his water service. 
 
 David Holloway of 15 Luriel Lane was present to ask about the letter he received 
about his weeds.  He would like to leave some vegetation in the ditch due to erosion of 
his yard.  Berola stated he was late getting home and was not able to get out to check 
and stated he would get together with Mr. Holloway to talk about the problem. 

 
III. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
  

A. CENTKO 
No Report   

B. KARHLIKER   
 Will work on Pineview again tomorrow and also state there was an MFT 
maintenance report. 
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 C. C. POWELL 
  No Report 
  
IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A.   ADMINISTRATION - BEROLA 

 Berola stated that Warwick moved to present the revised budget to the council.  
Johnson was concerned about having a contingence plan if sales taxes were 
lower.  It was explained that the appropriations could be adjusted.   Also Svetlik 
was opposed to cutting $2,000.00 from the sidewalk line item.  Kessler stated he 
agreed but basically the same amount of work is done every year. Svetlik made a 
motion to cut $1,000.00 from the Library line item, $500.00 from Group Cast and 
$500.00 from the general.  Warwick second the motion.  1-7-0 

 
AYES:  Svetlik 
NAYS:  Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, Warwick 
ABSENT: None 

 
Berola made a motion to accept the revised budget as presented, Gillock second 
the motion. 

 
AYES: Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Svetlik, Tanner,  Warwick 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: None 

  
 Employee Raises: Berola made a motion to give all hourly employees 50 cent 
per hour raise and for the salaried employees were to receive a 3% increase.  
This is for all non-union employees.  Kessler second the motion. 7-0-1 

Svetlik left the meeting at 8:52 
 

AYES:  Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, Warwick 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Svetlik 

 
Svetlik returned to the meeting at 8:54 
 

B.   PUBLIC WORKS - JOHNSON 
 Kessler made a motion to put the MFT project out for bids, Martin will     
advertise and the bid opening will be in the City Council Chambers, second by 
Rathgeber.   8-0-0 
 
AYES:  Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Svetlik, Tanner, Warwick 

  NAYS:  None  
ABSENT: None 
 
 Kessler asked Karhliker about some drainage problems out at Edgewood Court.  
Also, there seem to be problems on Divernon Road and on Prairie Street.  Kessler 
asked Johnson and Rathgeber to go with him to check out the problems and see if 
there can be a resolution to them. 

 
C.  PUBLIC UTILITIES- WARWICK 
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 Warwick announced a public utilities meeting to be held Tuesday, May 12, 2009 
at 7:00. 

 
 D. HEALTH AND SAFETY 
  No Report 
 
 E. HEALTH OFFICER - BEROLA 

 Berola reported that letters had been sent to David Holloway, who attended this 
meeting and addressed his concerns with Berola.  Ray Landers called and wanted 
to know what to do.  Landers stated to C. Powell that he had ordered garage 
doors to go on the duplexes.  As to the open foundation, due to the fact that the 
building permit has expired, the police department will hand deliver a letter to Mr. 
Landers to fill in the foundation. 
 Berola stated that he had talked to Ruby Cope of Ruby’s Café and the building 
materials at the side of the building were going to be removed. 
 Berola made a motion to condemn the south shed at the Narmont property due 
to the fact it has become a nuisance.  The City will send a letter to invite the 
owners to attend the next council meeting, Svetlik second the motion.  8-0-0 

 
AYES: Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Svetlik, Tanner, Warwick 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 

 
 F. PARKS- SVETLIK 
   No Report 

  
G. LIBRARY/TECHNOLOGY - WARWICK 

 Library board meeting will be held May 19, 2009 at 7:00 
   Warwick had nothing to report on technology 
 
 H. ACC/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
   No Report 
 
V.  NEW BUSINESS 
  Nothing new to report 
  
VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Kessler to adjourn second by Warwick, meeting adjourned at 9:25. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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