
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

MAY 18, 2009 
 
The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00p.m. 
PRESENT: Appelt, Berola, Gillock, Kessler, J Powell, Rathgeber, Tanner, Thornton 
ABSENT: Svetlik, Warwick, Johnson 

 
 

I.   City Clerk’s Report- Thornton 
 Minutes of the May 5, 2009, Old Council, were presented for approval. Kessler made a 
motion to approve the minutes as presented, Gillock, second.  Motion was approved by 
voice vote. 
 Minutes of the May 5, 2009, New Council, were presented for approval.  Kessler made 
a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Gillock, second.  Motion was approved by 
voice vote. 

 
II.  Treasurer’s Report- Appelt 

 The bills list was presented to the Council for approval for payment.  Motion by Kessler 
to approve the bills for payment, second Rathgeber. 5-0-3 

 
AYES:   Berola, Gillock, Kessler, Tanner, Rathgeber, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik, Warwick, Johnson 
 
 The financial statement was presented to the Council for approval.  Motion by Kessler 
to approve the financial report, second Gillock. 5-0-3 

 
AYES:   Berola, Gillock, Kessler, Tanner, Rathgeber, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik, Warwick, Johnson 

 
III.  Attorney’s Report- Grischow 

 Raylene reported she had written a letter to IEPA, Larry McClelland, James McClelland 
and John Myers, attorney for the people on the illegal water service line south of town.   
She informed them that Larry McClelland had turned off the water line in question and 
that the City had turned the water off at the curb stop located on 11th and Van Buren 
Streets.  She informed them that due to the fact that one of the residents was now on a 
well and also tapped on the water service there was a chance of cross connections with 
the City’s water service.   
 Raylene also stated she received a letter from James McClelland, who informed her 
that he owned the water line in question and he would like to have the water turned back 
on to service his building, which is on the same waterline.  He does have control of a 
valve that can turn off the line going south to the residences in question.  There was 
discussion as too who really owns the line: it was originally put in by a person who later 
lost possession of the property, at which time Mr. McClelland purchased the property 
plus the line and then he sold off a portion.   It was decided that the City needs proof of 
ownership on the line. 
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 Raylene also stated Mr. McClelland brought up two other subjects, a lift station and the 
installation of a sewer line on his property on Kennedy Road. 

 
IV.  Visitors 

A.   Zoning Board Meeting Report presented by Mark Kessler. Discussion on a 
variance to allow a farmers market stand at 821 Lincoln Street by Steve Johnson.   
The Zoning Board’s recommendation is to allow Mr. Johnson a special use 
variance to allow a farmer’s market at 821 Lincoln Street.  Kessler made a motion 
to accept the Zonings Board’s recommendation, second by Berola. 5-0-3 

 
Johnson arrived at 7:20 p.m. 

 
AYES:   Berola, Gillock, Kessler, Tanner, Rathgeber, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik, Warwick, Johnson 

 
B. Discussion on final plat for phase 5 of Timberbrooke Estates. Kessler stated he 

thought the Council should go ahead and pass this contingent upon the 
engineering approval in case everything went according to plans.  Kessler made a 
motion to accept the Zoning Board’s recommendation to approve the final plat for 
Phase 5 of Timberbrooke Estates, Rod Johnson second. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:   Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik, Warwick, 

 
C. DIANE HAGEMANN, AUBURN AMBULANCE: Diane was asked to come back 

to the Council to find out how the utilities were going to be handled.   The City and 
the ambulance are trying to work out a way for the ambulance to pay fair but 
reasonable utilities.  It was decided to get a monitor device to see how much 
electricity is used in the garage where the ambulance is housed.  After this the 
City and the ambulance will decide on a monthly amount for the ambulance to pay 
the City.   
 Also, the Mayor did make the statement that in the future the ambulance may 
have to find other facilities for the ambulance as the City is in need of the garage 
for storage of their own equipment.  Some of the City equipment is sitting outside 
now. 

 
 D. TODD WISE, NARMONT MACHINERY 
   Mr. Wise was not at the meeting. 
 

E. CARNIVAL REPRESENTATIVE, TAMI TRAVOUS: Tami was present to finalize 
the details of the carnival and to apologize as the carnival was in town a couple of 
days early.  She went over some of the details about the inspection of the rides 
and public health inspection of the food facilities.   

 
F. TONI LEAHY: Leahy was in attendance at the meeting along with several of her 

neighbors in regards to the property at 505 North 11th Street and the dog that is at 
that property.   Per Leahy has several problems that need cleaned up and the dog 
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has attacked several dogs in the neighborhood and the people are concern for the 
safety of the children in the neighborhood.   After a lengthy discussion it was 
decided by the Council that Chief Centko will work with work with the Sangamon 
County Animal Control to see what actions can be taken in regards to the dog. 
Berola, Health Officer will check the conditions of the property and will notify the 
owner if there are any violations. 

 
G. MRS. EDWARD RUSH: Resides at 4698 W Divernon Road and has had 

problems with sewer back up.  There was a problem with her sewer and she had it 
repaired. She felt the sewer problem was not her problem but the cities. She was 
at the meeting to ask the City to pay for the repairs.  Rathgeber stated the line in 
questions was the responsibility of the lot owner.  But due to the fact there were 
other problems found and the City had trouble with the contractor, he felt the City 
should take care of this bill.  Kessler agreed stating that this should be a one time 
thing for the City to correct the problem.  Johnson asked about an itemized 
statement as there was not one.   Kessler made a motion to pay up to $1,100.00 
for the repairs to the sewer at 4698 Divernon Road after an itemized statement 
was submitted by Jack Dixon, second by Johnson. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:   Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik, Warwick, 

 
V.    MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
  The Mayor announced Jamie Lomelino’s birthday is May 28th.  Lomelino has been with 

the City 8 years and 9 months.  The Mayor had no other comments. 
 
VI.  DEPARTMENT HEADS  
 A.   CENTKO 
   Centko announced that Sergeant Lomelino had completed his EMD training. 
   Centko also announced the carnival is in town. 

 Centko was interested in purchasing a lap top for his own use, so he can check 
the department when he is not here.  It was decided to go ahead and allow him to 
purchase a lap top. Gillock made a motion to allow Chief Centko to purchase a lap 
top not to exceed $900.00, Berola second. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:   Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik, Warwick, 
 

 B.   KARHLIKER 
 Karhliker stated that the MFT bid opening has been set for June 3, 2009 in the 
City Council Chambers. 
 Karhliker also said Pineview was basically finished, but there were a few small 
things left to do. 
 Robbie McWhinnie got in touch with Rathgeber and wanted to know what was 
going to happen now; the City crew dug up the outlet across from his business 
and found nothing wrong.  Karhliker stated he has to go by the maps he has and 
there is no indication on the map that there is a tile between the two houses.  It 
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was suggested that Robbie dig up the tile and then the City will try to help find out 
where it goes.  The City doesn’t want to dig due to the fact the backhoe will not fit 
between the houses.  Wayde will report back to Robbie. 

 
 C.   POWELL 
   Connie had no report at this time. 
 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A.  ADMINISTRATION – BEROLA 

 Tom announced there will be an Administration meeting Tuesday, May 26, 2009 
at 7:00, there are three items to discuss: 

   1. Peddlers and check ordinances. 
   2.  Building inspector 
   3.  Extra duties of some employees involved in mapping 
 
 B.   PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 

 Rod announced the MFT bid opening. 
 
 C.   PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK 

 In the absence of Warwick, Kessler presented the report of the May 12, 2009 
utilities meeting.  The main item on the agenda was the Fourth Street water main. 
The estimate to do this is approximately $5,000.00.  The committee 
recommended that the Council consider installing the main after mailing a letter to 
the two houses involved that they would have to connect to the main at their own 
expense.  The Council held a discussion on the recommendation and a motion by 
Kessler was made to send a letter to the two parties and to inform them they must 
hook on to the main within 90 days after the IEPA test and the City must have a 
written confirmation from the two homeowners that they will hook on or be subject 
to disconnection before any work begins, second Berola. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:   Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik, Warwick, 

 
 D.   HEALTH AND SAFETY – GILLOCK 
   Matt had no report at this time. 
 
 E.   HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 

 Berola stated a letter was sent to 1027 West Adams, Brad Barton Estate, 
pertaining to weed and debris.  Berola moved to declare this property a nuisance 
and will give them until May 26, 2009 to clean it up; at that time if it is not done the 
City will begin imposing a $100.00 day fine until it is cleaned up.  The fine will start 
on May 27, 2009, second by Kessler.  6-0-2 

 
AYES:   Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik, Warwick, 

 
 

 - 4 -



May 18, 2009 

 - 5 -

 Regarding Landers’ properties on Clover Lane, the City was informed that 
garage doors were to be installed. At this time we aren’t sure they are.  Also, the 
City suggested the foundation should be filled in.  There are two homes that are 
not finished and the building permits are void due to lack of continuing work.  Tom 
recommended that the City hand deliver a letter to Mr. Landers, stating that no 
new building permits will be issued until the two houses are completed and they 
must each have a new building permit.  Also the foundation should be filled in by 
the next council meeting. He must be in compliance by June 1, 2009 and if he is 
not he will be fined starting June 2, 2009 a sum of $100.00 per day until he 
finishes filling in the foundation. 
 The next item Berola discussed was the south building on the Narmont property 
at 13740 State RT 4, a representative of the Narmont’s was asked to come to the 
meeting and no one showed up.  Berola made a motion to declare the south 
building a dangerous nuisance and the owners will have 30 days from May 19, 
2009 to remove the building and debris.  Every day after the 30 days a fine of 
$100.00 until the building is down, Kessler second. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:   Berola, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik, Warwick, 

 
F.   PARKS - - SVETLIK 

   No report as she was not in attendance. 
 
 G.   LIBRARY/ TECHNOLOGY – WARWICK 

 No verbal report due to the absence of Warwick.   The minutes from the library 
board meeting was included with the council’s papers.   Also there was no 
technology report. 

 
VIII.  OLD BUSINESS 
  There was no old business 
 
XI.      NEW BUSINESS 
  There was no new business 
 
XII.    ADJOURNMENT 
  Gillock made a motion to adjourn at 9:15, second Kessler. Passed by voice vote. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 
Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 

 
 


