
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 

June 1, 2009 
 

The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00. PRESENT    Appelt, Gillock, 
Kessler, J. Powell, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, Thornton, Svetlik.  ABSENT:  Berola, Warwick 
 
I.   City Clerk’s Report- Thornton 

 Minutes of the May 18, 2009 were presented for approval. Matt Gillock made a motion 
to approve the minutes as presented, second by John Tanner.  Minutes approved by 
voice vote. 

 
II.  Treasurer’s Report- Appelt 

 The bills list was presented to the Council for approval for payment.  Motion by 
Rathgeber to approve the bills for payment, second Mark Kessler. 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, KESSLER, TANNER, RATHGEBER, JOHNSON, SVETLIK 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:   BEROLA, WARWICK 

 
III.  Attorney’s Report- Grischow 

 Raylene reported on the house at 415 Interurban, she asked what is the goal here?  
The people living there have no water and there is an outstanding bill of nearly $2,000.00 
owed by the home owner Mike Pierce.  There are a couple of opinions one would be to 
evict the tenants and the other is to file suit against Mr. Pierce for the balance due.  They 
both have been informed of the violations, so Raylene felt we could go on to the next 
step.  Kessler said that maybe it would be a good idea to have the County go after Mr. 
Pierce for allowing his tenant to live in unsafe conditions.  Centko suggested that to call 
Mr. Kane at the States Attorney’s office and ask him the best way to handle the problem.  
Raylene will check with the States Attorney’s office. 
 Raylene stated that there was only one person on Fourth Street that replied to the letter 
on the City installing the water main. 

 
IV.  Visitors 
  There were no visitors in the attendance. 
 
V.    MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 The Mayor asked for input on the Library Board appointments, 3 of the applications 
were on time and 2 were late.  Gillock stated that bids for the City had a deadline and he 
didn’t see the difference.  The three vacate seats will be appointed at the next Council 
meeting.  
 The Mayor also stated that the State is doling out money and he believes the 
$106,000.000 for the Red Bud Park was still in the State Budget. Larry Bomke also 
informed the City that there is a push for road repair, so this afternoon, C Powell, 
Karhliker, and Martin Engineering worked up a bid in the amount of nearly $300,000.00 
for overlay and widening on Kennedy Road from the Township garage to Divernon road.  
The City may not get the money, but they did give it a try, this was a last minute 
opportunity and  the bid openings will be in September.  Any work at the Red Bud Park 
depends on if the City gets the money. 
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VI.    DEPARTMENT HEADS  
 A.   CENTKO 
   Centko stated that the Carnival was over and there were very few problems.  
 
 B.  KARHLIKER 

 Pine View project is complete.  There will be a bill to be shared by Springfield 
Plastics, the pipe company that provided the defective pipe and the City.  
Karhliker will see the council gets a copy of it. 
 Another item Karhliker had is a tree at 725 West Adams, actually the corner of 
8th and Adams.  It is dead and he will get bids from the two local tree removal 
services and have for the next meeting. 

 
C.  POWELL 

   Connie had no report at this time. 
 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A.  ADMINISTRATION – BEROLA 

 Due to the absence of Berola, Rathgeber gave the report of the May 26, 2009 
Administrative Committee meeting. 

1. Rathgeber made a motion to correct and adjust the budget with the 
figures that were presented at the Administration meeting on May 26th, 
Kessler seconded the motion. 

 
AYES:   Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Svetlik, Tanner 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:    Berola, Warwick 

 
 2.  It was the recommendation of the committee to appoint Jamie Lomelino 

as building inspector replacing T. J. Henson, with $100.00 per month being 
added to Lomelino’s salary and $100.00 taken from Henson for the extra 
duty.  Rathgeber made a motion to that effect with a second by Kessler. 

 
AYES:   Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Svetlik, Tanner 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Berola, Warwick 

 
3.  It was the committee’s recommendation to increased Chris Bridges and 
Edna Dolbeare’s salaries by $100.00 per month for added duties with the 
GIS mapping and website.  The $100.00 stays with the position and if 
either decides not to perform these duties the money will be removed from 
their salary.  Svetlik felt the $100.00 was too much, and it was explained 
that it would cost a lot more if it was hired from outside.  Rathgeber made a 
motion to accept the committee’s recommendation, Kessler second the 
motion. 

 
AYES:  Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner 
NAYS:   Svetlik 
ABSENT:  Berola, Warwick 
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4.  At the Administrative Meeting Berola handed out some information 
pertaining to the Peddler’s Ordinance, for the committee members to 
review.  He is thinking of raising the fees and also the surety bond.  Berola 
will draft some changes for the council to look over. 

 
Chris Warwick entered the meeting at 7:30. 
    
 B.   PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 
   Johnson had no report at this time. 
   

C.   PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK 
 Warwick announced a Public Utilities committee meeting for June 10, 2009 at 
7:00 to discuss the sewer at the Township garage. Also the possibility of offering 
the Township Garage water from the city. 
 Also the committee will discuss the water main on 4th street, there are two 
people involved and only one answered the letter from the attorney.  The other 
person will be asked to the committee meeting.  Connie will follow up with her.  
The committee will then bring a recommendation to the council. 

 
 D.   HEALTH AND SAFETY – GILLOCK 
   The committee is still waiting for paper work from the Police Union. 
 
 E.   HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 
   Berola was not in attendance. 
 
 F.   PARKS - - SVETLIK 

 Svetlik passed out a report on speed limit signs and children playing signs for 
the three parks in the city.  After discussion about using signs the city garage has 
in stock, Svetlik made a motion to purchase the needed signs for the parks and 
roadways not to exceed $325. Second by Warwick. 

 
AYES:   Gillock, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Svetlik, Tanner Warwick 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Berola 

 
 G.   LIBRARY/ TECHNOLOGY – WARWICK 

 Warwick announced a Library Board meeting for June 16, 2009 at 7:00, he 
hopes to get a finalized Library budget from this meeting.  He asked about the 
vacant seats and the Mayor informed him that there were three people that met 
the deadline and two that didn’t. The appointments will be made at the next 
Council meeting.  Warwick will get the website domain name paperwork to  
Bridges. 

 
VIII.  OLD BUSINESS 

 Ray Landers attended the meeting to discuss the open foundation and assured the 
Council that he will fence it any way the City desired.  He also stated that the other two 
houses should be done within three weeks.  He was informed that there will be no 
building permit issued or approved until the other two houses were done and the new 
building inspector will handle the new issue. 
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XI.     NEW BUSINESS 
  There was no new business 
 
XII.   ADJOURNMENT 
  Matt Gillock made a motion to adjourn at 7:55, second Warwick. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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