
CITY OF AUBURN 
Council Meeting Minutes 

July 6, 2009 
 

The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00. 
PRESENT:    Appelt, Gillock, J. Powell, Rathgeber, Tanner, Thornton, Svetlik, Berola, 
Warwick, Johnson. 
ABSENT:  M. Kessler 
 
I. City Clerk’s Report - Thornton 
 Minutes of the June 17, 2009 were presented for approval. Gillock made a motion to 
accept the minutes as presented, Rathgeber seconds.  Minutes approved by voice vote. 

 
II. Treasurer’s Report - Appelt 
 The bills list for June 16 thru June 30, 2009 was presented to the Council for approval 
for payment. A motion was made by Warwick to approve the bills for payment, Rathgeber 
seconds.  
AYES:   GILLOCK, TANNER, RATHGEBER, JOHNSON, SVETLIK, BEROLA, 

WARWICK 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:  KESSLER 

 
III. Attorney’s Report - Grischow 
 Raylene presented the Prevailing Wage Ordinance 1292-09 for the second reading.  A 
motion was made by Gillock to approve Ordinance 1292-09, prevailing wages, second by 
Tanner. 
AYES:  GILLOCK, TANNER, RATHGEBER, JOHNSON, SVETLIK, BEROLA, 

WARWICK 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:  KESSLER 

  
 Raylene stated she had filed suit against Michael Pierce for the $2,069.36 for past due 
utilities plus attorney fees; the hearing is on July 17, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.  This is for the 
property at 415 Interurban. 
 
 She stated just before the meeting she received an email from Todd Wise, United 
Community Bank representing the Narmont property at 13740/13750 State Route 4, 
requesting an extension and withdrawal of the fines.  He stated the demolition should be 
done in a matter of days.  After discussion by the Council, Berola made a motion to grant 
Narmont’s a thirty (30) day extension, ask them to keep the Council informed and to 
request another extension if needed.  As to the fines, they will be reviewed later.  Johnson 
seconds the motion. 
AYES:   GILLOCK, TANNER, RATHGEBER, JOHNSON, SVETLIK, BEROLA, 

WARWICK 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER 
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 Raylene also presented for the first reading Ordinance 1293-09, Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Fiscal Year 2009 – 2010.   
 

IV. Visitors 
 Don Kern owner of the 104 Store and the mobile home office across the street, was 
asked to come to the meeting to discuss what he was going to do with the mobile home.  
He had someone interested in it, but due to the economy, they backed out.  He stated that 
the building was in decent shape other than the trees and shrubs in the back, which are 
hard to get to due to the fence being on the property line.   Mr. Kern will see that the back 
of the building is cleaned up. 
 
 Joseph Demma, representing the Brad Barton Estate, stated that he has been cleaning 
up the yard and doing repairs inside and has had other helping get the home ready to sell 
at 1027 West Adams. There was been some financial problems and they are trying to 
resolve the problems.  Berola stated he had been by and there was clean up going on.  
Berola then made a motion to suspend the fine for 30 days, until the first meeting in 
August. He also stated to Mr. Demma that if the fine was suspended and the place was 
not kept in compliance, the next time the city will take out a lien on the property to pay the 
fines. A decision will then be made at the August meeting as to whether or not to suspend 
the fine completely.  Svetlik second the motion. 
AYES:  BEROLA, GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, TANNER, 
 WARWICK. 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:  KESSLER 
Mr. Demma requested that the Council call him at 303-6664 and mail a letter to 1027 
West Adams.  He feels this way he can stay on top of the problems at this property. 
 
 Rosemary Koehler of 307 North Harris was present as asked by the council.  The 
problem was debris and weeds; she stated what she had done and ask what other things 
needed to be done.  Connie stated that she and Becky had checked and everything was 
fine.  Berola said he would go by and there would be no further action as long as the 
property was kept up. 
 
 Tammy Travous was present to talk about next year’s carnival.  She stated that the 
carnival will be the weekend before Memorial Day.  She requested the use of Fifth Street 
next year so more rides can be added.  Centko saw no reason not to, as long as it did not 
interfere with businesses.  Joe Michelich stated that they would park in the back of the 
building, as that was their least busy days.  Travous also asked about the beer garden; 
she was informed by the Mayor that some changes will be made with the Liquor 
Ordinance as the City was not following some of the regulations in the ordinance.  At the 
same time Don Kern ask about selling package liquors on Sundays, as some stores were 
doing it in Springfield.  The Mayor stated that all of this will be discussed when reviewing 
the ordinances.  The Mayor stated that they will let Travous know about the beer garden. 
 

V.   MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 The mayor stated City should have a liquor commissioner.  The Mayor made a 
recommendation that Matt Gillock be appointed deputy liquor commissioner.  Svetlik 
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made a motion to accept the Mayor’s recommendation to accept Matt Gillock as Deputy 
Liquor Commissioner.  Berola seconds the motion. 
AYES:   BEROLA, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, TANNER. 
NAYS:  NONE 
PRESENT:  GILLOCK 
ABSENT:  KESSLER 

 
 The Mayor state that the only Birthday was Whitney Stuva, who has been at the Library 
1 year and 7 months. 
 

VI.   DEPARTMENT HEADS  
 
 A. CENTKO 

 Centko stated that he really didn’t have anything pertaining to his department, but 
Building Inspector, Jamie Lomelino was interested meeting with the Mayor and 
council members Berola and Kessler, building permits committee.  The Mayor 
asked for any member of the Council to step in for Kessler until he returns; Tanner 
stated he would do this.  Lomelino stated that he had some questions about set 
backs and other things he wanted to check out.  

 
 B. KARHLIKER 

 Johnson, reporting in Karhliker's absence, stated that the roads are being oiled 
and rocked.  There was a question about Kennedy Road from the Cemetery to 
Divernon Road; there is a grant applied for.  It was decided that the Council will 
hold off for a year on this road in hopes of obtaining the grant and completely 
resurfacing the road.  Johnson made a motion to not oil and rock the road at this 
time and wait and see if the City receives the grant.  Berola seconds the motion. 
AYES:   BEROLA, GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, 

TANNER, WARWICK 
NAYS:    NONE 
ABSENT:  KESSLER 
 
 Also, there is a tree at 930 West Jefferson that needs to be removed and put out 
for bids.  Johnson made a motion to have Karhliker to put the removal of this tree 
out for bid, Berola seconds the motion. 
AYES:  BEROLA, GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, 

TANNER, WARWICK 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:  KESSLER 
 

C.  POWELL 
 Connie reported that Edna had gone to the Adobe Acrobat class and there were 
only three people signed up so it was a very informational class. As soon as the 
billing is done, Edna will start using the information she learned and will report to 
the council 

 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A. ADMINISTRATION – BEROLA - No report at this time. 
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B. PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 

Johnson had reported most of his report during Karhliker report. 
 

C. PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK 
 Warwick had received a letter from the Otter Lake Water Commission addressing 
the problems with the water.  It has an odor and doesn’t taste good.  It was stated it 
is probably because of the chemicals.  They are spending $30,000.00 a month on 
chemicals trying to fix the problems.  The problems should be helped greatly when 
the new treatment plant is put into operations. 

 
 Warwick discussed the Group Cast service order and agreement renewal.  The 
service is a good one and the discussion was now to get the message out that it is 
available to the public.    Warwick stated that the Group Cast people will check on 
the number signed up quarterly to keep it up to date.  Warwick had some questions 
so he is going to check with them.  He then made a motion to allow the Mayor to 
authorize signing the renewal if the company needed it before the next meeting.  
Berola second the motion. 
AYES:      BEROLA, GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, 

TANNER, WARWICK 
NAYS:    NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER  

 
D.  HEALTH AND SAFETY – GILLOCK 
 Gillock presented the Council with the minutes from the Committee meeting on 
June 23, 2009.  The Committee is reviewing the present ordinances concerning 
outdoor events and the role of the liquor commissioner.  The Mayor is automatically 
the liquor commissioner, but in the ordinances he found that there was need of a 
deputy liquor commissioner.  
 Also they made a recommendation that all special events will have to have 
written permission from the liquor commission.  It was suggested that the City 
Attorney look over the present ordinances.  The Committee will continue to work on 
improving and correcting some mistakes. 
  

 E.  HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 
 Berola informed the Council that he and Centko had placarded the house on 
Interurban and gave the tenant two weeks to move.   He asked that the City garage 
to double check the meter there.  He also reported that a neighbor had seen a 
raccoon come from the house and collapse on his property and died.  It was sent to 
the County for test.  Berola also stated there was another raccoon that came out of 
the storm sewer and walk a short distance and died.   He is hoping that the test 
from the County comes back with a decent report and not something that will cause 
great concern for the residents. 

 
 Berola asked about the alleys that met at Adams and Jefferson Street.  The office 
staff did not find any paper work that these alleys were vacated by the City.  
Further study will be done on vacating alleys 
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 F.  PARKS - SVETLIK 
Svetlik stated that the Park committees meeting will be rescheduled.  

 
G.  LIBRARY/ TECHNOLOGY – WARWICK 
 Warwick announced a Library Board meeting for July 21, 2009 at 7:00.  He asked 
that the garage check the pillars at the Library as they are coming lose.  Warwick 
also asked if Centko had any community service helpers. 
 He stated that the technology group is checking into the domain name for the City; 
they are hoping to get a short easy name.  He felt that the site should be up by 
mid-August.  

   
IX.   ADJOURNMENT 

Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 8:25, Warwick seconds. The meeting 
adjourned by voice vote. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 
Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 

 
 
 


