
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 
August 17, 2009 

 
The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00. 
PRESENT:    Gillock, J. Powell, Rathgeber, Thornton, Svetlik, Warwick, Appelt, Johnson, 
Berola and Tanner. 
ABSENT:  M. Kessler 
 
I.   City Clerk’s Report- Thornton 

 Minutes of the August 3, 2009 were presented for approval. Rathgeber made a motion 
to accept the minutes as presented, Warwick seconds.  Approved by voice vote. 

 
II.  Treasurer’s Report- Appelt 

 Appelt presented the bills list. Motion was made by Warwick to approve the bills list, 
Rathgeber seconds. 

 
AYES:    GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, TANNER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER 

 
 Appelt presented the financial report, Warrick made a motion to approve, Rathgeber 
second the motion. 

 
AYES:    GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, TANNER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER 

 
III.  Attorney’s Report- Grischow 

 Raylene presented ordinance 1294-09 pertaining to overhangs. Rathgeber made a 
motion to pass ordinance 1294-09, second by Tanner. 

 
AYES:    GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, TANNER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER 
 
 Raylene present ordinance 1295-09 pertaining to setbacks.  Rathgeber made a motion 
to pass ordinance 1295-09 with the following change, the variance request will go to the 
zoning board for recommendation and then back to the Council for final approval, the 
revision is to be made by Raylene.   Berola second the motion with Raylene inserting the 
change. 

 
AYES:    GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, TANNER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER 

 
IV.  Visitors 

 Mike Pierce,415 Interurban, was present to ask the Council to waive some of the 
penalties on the amount due to the City.  The City currently has a pending lawsuit 
against Mr. Pierce.  There was much discussion on this matter due to the fact this is not 
the first time Mr. Pierce has had a large bill with the city and the City last time waived 
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over $900.00 of penalties.   The bill is over $3,000.00 with gas, water, sewer, penalties, 
interest, court costs and attorney fees.  Berola suggested that the City settle the bill for 
$1,800.00.  Raylene said that we could do that and Mr. Pierce said he would write a 
check now.  After further discussion, Svetlik made a motion at 7:40 to go into Executive 
session to discuss what the Council wanted to do, Warwick second. Passed by voice 
vote. 

 
 Went into Executive Session at 7:40 
 Out of Executive Session at 7:55 
 Motion by Warwick to reconvene regular meeting, second Svetlik at 7:55 
 Passed by voice vote. 
 

The Council will accept $2,000.00 from Mr. Pierce and waive the rest of the money but 
no utilities will be turned on until the money clears the bank.  It was also stated that Mr. 
Pierce should know that as a landlord he has an obligation for the utilities on the property 
and he should also have the tenant place the utilities in the tenants name and they are 
required to place a deposit with the City.  A motion made by Warwick to settle the Pierce 
bill in the amount of $2,000.00 payable this evening and that there will be no service 
turned on until the funds clear the bank.  Berola second. 

 
AYES:    GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, TANNER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER 

 
 Do Realty was asked to attend the meeting to discuss the property on 903 West 
Adams, they were not present. 

 
V.    MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
  The Mayor stated that there were two birthdays this month: 
 Derek Lomelino August 17,   employed 3 years 5 months 
 Tony Nardi           August 19,   employed 16 years and 11 months 
 

 The Mayor stated that the website was up and ready to go, at this time Warwick gave 
the technology report that the address is auburnillinois.us and the official launch will be 
September 1, 2009.   

 
 Svetlik asked if the census information could be placed on our website, she said she 
will be happy to do what she could to help. 

 
VII.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A.  CENTKO nothing to report.  Mayor did call to the Council’s attention that Centko 
as of Friday, will have been with the City 20 years full time and 2 years part-time. 

 
. B.  KARHLIKER 

 There was a check on the water tower paint job and everything looks good, 
there will be another inspection next year.  There is a 20 year warranty on the 
paint job but the engineer said it is usually only good for 15 years. 
 The engineer and Karhliker did an inspection of gas lines and there was one 
small leak which has been fixed. 
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 The garage employees will take down the railing from the bandstand to go to 
Hemberger’s for sandblasting. 

  Report on Timberbrooke Plat V will be discussed by Johnson. 
 

C.   POWELL 
   Connie had nothing to report. 
 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A.   ADMINISTRATION – BEROLA  

  Nothing to report. 
 

B.   PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 
 On the inspection in Timberbrooke Plat V, Johnson stated that he went over the 
check list with Kevin. One of the storm inlets and one of the manholes have 
already been repaired. They will go over the punch list again and the other items 
are going to be taken care of.  They will have to replace three hydrants with 
Mueller brand as required by ordinance.  

 
C.   PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK 

 Warwick had nothing to report. 
 

D.   HEALTH AND SAFETY – GILLOCK 
 Gillock made a motion to take Sgt. Lomelino from probation. Rathgeber seconds. 
There was no pay adjustment involved in this probation. 

 
AYES:    GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, 

TANNER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER 

 
  

E.   HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 
 Berola made a motion that the property at 903 West Adams, Do Realty, be 
declared a nuisance and a fine of $25.00 a day be imposed beginning Wednesday 
August 19, 2009 until the property is cleaned up and secured, Warwick seconds.  

 
AYES:    GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, 

TANNER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER 

 
 Beth Sheff is being fined $25.00 a day, as her property has not been cleaned up.  
 Berola stated Standefer property has been taken care of along with the 104 
Stores bushes. 

 
 Discussion on Lander’s property on Clover Lane.  The garage doors have not 
been completed. Raylene will write Landers a letter and will be delivered by 
Centko. 
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 The Narmont property at Rt4 and Trojan is down and just has to be hauled away.  
Jayco of Springfield is doing the work. 

  
 The trailer that was burnt on Sangamon Street has been removed; Centko will 
check to see all debris is cleaned up. 

 
 Mr. Bell’s dumpster problem seems to be taken care of. 

 
F.   PARKS - SVETLIK 

 There will be a Parks meeting on Monday, August 24, 2009 at 7:00 in the City 
hall chambers. 

 
G.   LIBRARY/ TECHNOLOGY – WARWICK 

   A library board meeting will be held Tuesday, August 18, 2009 at the Library. 
Warwick stated that the Library Board has interviewed people for the Assistant 
Librarian and Melissa Jones was hired and will begin duties on Wednesday, 
August 19, 2009. 

   
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 

 Warwick made a motion to adjourn at 8:24, Svetlik second, passed by voice vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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