
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 

September 8, 2009 
 

The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p. m. 
PRESENT:    Gillock, J. Powell, Rathgeber, Thornton, Svetlik, Warwick, Johnson. ABSENT:  
Appelt, Berola, Tanner and Kessler 
 
I.   City Clerk’s Report- Thornton 

 Minutes of the August 17, 2009 were presented for approval. Svetlik made a motion to 
accept the minutes as presented, Warwick seconds.  Minutes approved by voice vote. 

 
II.  Treasurer’s Report- Appelt 

 Appelt was absence and the Clerk presented the bills list.  A motion was made by 
Rathgeber to approve the bills, Svetlik seconds. 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, JOHNSON 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:    BEROLA, TANNER, KESSLER 

 
III.  Attorney’s Report- Grischow 

 Raylene stated that Mike Pierce had paid last meeting the sum of $2,000.00 for the 
money owed the City.  She will leave it filed with the court just to make sure everything is 
fine.  The new tenant came in and paid a deposit. 
 Raylene had the information for Berola on amendments to liquor and peddlers 
ordinance; as he was absent, it was tabled it until the next meeting. 

           
IV.  Visitors 

A.  Ray Landers came before the Council to let them know where he is with the log 
cabins; he stated he hopes to have them completed in 7 to 10 days. 

 B.   Jeff Kaufman (not present) 101 South Springfield, weed control. 
 C.   Michelle Snyder, (not present) 614 West Van Buren, weed and trash. 
  
 V.   MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

Mayor Powell introduced Wayne Moose and his son David Moose of Eastland 
Retirement Community. They came before the Council to discuss the possibility of them 
to continue to use their original engineering company, Martin Engineering.  Since they 
drew up the plans for Eastland, the City has retained them as engineers.  They want to 
build additional condos and 1 family-housing as the original plans call for and the 
infrastructure is in and the roads will be maintained by the Mooses.  The covenants for 
this addition to the city are very similar to Iron Gate in Springfield.  After more discussion, 
the Mayor did not feel it would be a problem for both to use Martin Engineering.  
Rathgeber made a motion to allow Martin Engineering to go ahead with the development 
of the Platt and serve both the City and the Moose’s, Warwick seconds the motion. 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  BEROLA, TANNER, KESSLER 

 



September 8, 2009 

 High speed rail: the Mayor stated that a week ago Friday, he attended a meeting with 
the Mayor’s of Chatham, Sherman and Williamsville.  The Council is to state any 
concerns that the City has and the Mayor will get back to them.  One concern is the old 
tile that goes under the railway at the baseball field, it sometimes over flows.  The 
discussion included problems of emergency services, the type of gates and also a 
possibility of additional rails through town. 
 Farm Lease: after a short discussion, Svetlik made a motion to extend RTS Farms, Tim 
Siefert, for another year to farm the ground at Red Bud Park.  The lease will run from 
November 1, 2009 thru October 31, 2010. Warwick seconds the motion. 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK. 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:   BEROLA, TANNER, KESSLER 

 
 Martin Engineering-Timberbrooke Plat V approval.  Kevin Williams was at the meeting 
to discuss the Timberbrooke Platt V final approval.  The Council discussed the 6 items 
on the punch list to be done and also the bond that they will have to put up for sidewalks.  
One concern was the item about covenants as there is approximately 11 acres of ground 
that will need to be mowed.  And it was noted that R P Lumber will maintain the bridge.  
Williams made the statement that what R P Lumber is looking for is the City to pass the 
final plat in order that they may start selling lots, with the understanding that no building 
permits issued until the items are complete.  Johnson made a motion to allow the Mayor 
to sign the Final Platt   contingent upon R P Lumber finishing the punch list items to the 
engineers and City Superintendents approval. Rathgeber seconds. 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK. 
NAYS:  NONE 

 ABSENT:   BEROLA, TANNER, KESSLER 
  

 Birthdays  Rachel Elmore 1 year 4 months 
Rathgeber mentioned that the Mayor has a birthday next week. 

 
VI.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 A.  Centko 

 Centko stated that Diann Dixon has served her one year probation and will be 
taken off of probation with no wage adjustment.  Jack Crissey has served his one 
year probation and will be taken off of probation with an increase, due to contract. 

  Centko stated they are working the kinks out of the new radio system. Motion by  
Gillock to take Diann Dixon and Jack Crissey off of probation. Second by 
Warwick.  

 
 AYES:   GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK.  

NAYS:  NONE 
  ABSENT:   BEROLA, TANNER, KESSLER 
   
. B.   KARHLIKER  

 Nothing to report. 
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VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A.   ADMINISTRATION – BEROLA  

  Nothing to report. 
 

B.   PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 
 Nothing to report. 

 
C.   PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK 

 Warwick reported the City received a letter from the Water Commission stating 
that the rates will go up $.15 as of October 1, 2009. 

 
D.   HEALTH AND SAFETY – GILLOCK 

 Gillock stated he will be calling a Police Committee meeting. 
 Before the next committee report, the Mayor stated that there is another problem 
with Larry McClelland’s house on the corner of 10th and Jackson.  He was not to 
pour a porch but it appears he has Raylene will write a letter informing him of 
ordinance 1295-09 and Centko will deliver it to him. 

   
E.   HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 

 In the absence of Health Officer the Mayor asked the Council what they wanted 
to do about the United Community Bank’s fine on the property located at 13740 
State Route 4.  After a short discussion, which a couple of council people felt they 
were not very cooperative and read a list of timelines not meet,  Svetlik made a 
motion to collect the fine from United Committee Bank. Warwick seconds the 
motion. 

  
Rathgeber left the meeting at 8:09 
 

AYES:   GILLOCK, JOHNSON, SVETLIK, WARWICK 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   BEROLA, TANNER, RATHGEBER, KESSLER. 

 
Rathgeber came back into the meeting at 8:12. 
 

 The next item was the Brad Barton Estate; the amount of fine due is $500.00.  
Svetlik was going to make a motion to have them pay the fine, but instead she 
made a motion to table any vote on the fine until September 21, 2009 as there 
were a couple of questions.  Johnson seconds the motion. 

 
AYES: GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:   BEROLA, TANNER, KESSLER. 

 
F.   PARKS - SVETLIK 

 Svetlik gave a report on the August 24, 2009 Parks Meeting.  Items discussed 
were: walking path at Veterans Park, which was tabled until later.  Short 
discussion on the stimulus money for Red Bud Park.  Discussed adopting a policy 
statement for Red Bud Park.  There was lengthy discussion on the pro’s and cons 
of this.  It was suggested that there be a written General Missions Statement.  
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Raylene will help with the writing of this.  Svetlik stated she would like to let the 
citizens know that the council has not forgotten the park.  The parks wish list was 
gone over and Svetlik had talked with IML to come and inspect the playground 
equipment.  They told her Auburn is not a member.  This seems to be a type of 
insurance and may be looked into later.  Centko brought up the City may need 
CCR # for grants.  This will need further research.  Svetlik stated she would like to 
see the farm cash rent to be used for the park. Something to discuss further. 
 The next Parks meeting is Thursday, September 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Council Chambers. 

 
G.   LIBRARY/ TECHNOLOGY – WARWICK 

 Library Board meeting to be held on September 15, 2009 at 7:00 p. m. at the 
library. 

  The website is up and running.  Will have to have a disclaimer on the page.  
 

VIII.  NEW BUSINESS 
 There will be a public hearing on September 9, 2009 in regards to a petition from 
Donald Gehrig, 116 East Madison to reduce the requirements for a set back. 

 
 
 
IX.     ADJOURNMENT 

 Svetlik made a motion at 8:40 p. m. to adjourn, second by Gillock.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 

 
 
 


