
CITY OF AUBURN 
Council Minutes 
October 5, 2009 

 
The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p. m. 
PRESENT: Gillock, J. Powell, Rathgeber, Thornton, Svetlik, Warwick, Tanner, Appelt. 
ABSENT:  Berola, Johnson and Kessler 
 
I.  CITY CLERK’S REPORT- THORNTON 
 Minutes of the September 21, 2009 meeting were presented for approval. Warwick 
made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, Gillock second.  Minutes approved by 
voice vote. 
 
II. TREASURER’S REPORT- APPELT 

 Appelt presented the bills list for the period of September 22 thru October 5.  Warwick 
asked a question on the NAPA bill, which Karhliker said it was for winterizing the 
vehicles. Svetlik questioned if the fourth street projected was included in this period.  
Rathgeber made a motion to approve the bills list and Warwick second.  5-0-3 

 
AYES:  GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, TANNER 
NAYS: NONE 
ABSENT:   BEROLA, TANNER AND KESSLER 

Johnson entered the meeting at 7:10 pm. 
Berola entered the meeting at 7:15 pm. 
 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT- GRISCHOW 

 Raylene stated she had written Larry McClelland about the property he built at 927 
West Jackson.  He was in attendance and when asked by the Mayor what his plans 
were, he stated he was going to pour concrete.  Mr. McClelland was informed he could 
not put a porch on the west side of the house due to setbacks and adding the steps or 
porch would be a violation of the City Ordinances.  Mr. McClelland stated the 
Ordinance was wrong and he was going to get an Attorney.  He was informed that he 
was going to follow the rules and to hire an attorney, but to remember he was in 
violations of the ordinance and a fine will be imposed. 

 Grischow suggested we go into Executive session, Rathgeber made a motion to go 
into Executive session at 7:15 Svetlik second the motion.  Passed by voice vote. 

 Returned to regular meeting at 7:30, Rathgeber made a motion to come out of 
executive session, Johnson second.  Motion passed by voice vote. 

 The Mayor made a recommendation that Jamie Lomelino be placed on administrative 
leave with pay until further notice.  Warwick made a motion to place Lomelino on leave 
with a second by Berola. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA & 

JOHNSON 
NAYES:  NONE  
ABSENT:  KESSLER 

 



 The Mayor made a recommendation to appoint Derek Lomelino interim building 
inspector.  Motion by Gillock to accept the Mayor appointment, second by Rathgeber.  
7-0-1 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA 

JOHNSON 
NAYES:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER 

BEROLA left the meeting at 7:35 
 
IV. VISITORS 

 Rathgeber stated that Rob McWhinnie was glad the drain was fixed but the outlet was 
not even.  He felt the problem was fixed as there was no water the last rain.  He is 
requesting that the City write a letter stating that the line between the two buildings 
does not belong to the City.  After a discussion about this line it was decided not to 
send a letter about the line. 

 Ruth Hoke of 415 Interurban was not in attendance but the deposits have been paid, 
and the City Utility crew turned the water on at the curb stop; there is no water to the 
house yet.  She will be informed that after the water is turned on in the house any 
leaks that increase the water bill will be paid by her as it is past the curb stop. 

 Ordinance for IMGA (Illinois Municiple Gas Alliance) that we are a charter member of 
which buys and sells gas.  The City mainly is using this for training for ICC regulations.  
When ever a new city come into the alliance, the other members must pass an 
ordinance granting them admittance into the alliance.  Plattesburg, MO and Fulton, 
MO have asked for admittance.  The first reading of Ordinance 1296-09 was 
presented to the Council. 

  
V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 The Mayor set Halloween Treat hours for October 30th and October 31st, 2009 from 5 
until 8, and at houses with the porch lights on. 

 The City received a letter from Martin Engineering in regards to Willemore Estates 
Third Addition.  The developer has defaulted on the mortgage so this presents a 
problem for the City and the Bank.  Peoples Bank and Trust in Pana have an open 
Letter of Credit in the City’s favor for uncompleted work in the value of $164,176.25.  
Raylene and Phillip Martin are working on this problem to find the best solution for the 
City.  Raylene stated she will be talking with Martin again on Tuesday.  It seems that 
there are a couple of options and they will recommend the best for the City. 

 The Mayor stated that if the Council noticed a shortage in the checking accounts, it 
was due to the fact that the State is behind in the tax payments. 

 He also stated he had some complaints about the New Wave Company that is in town.  
It did not seem that they were following a rate schedule.  Warwick will call the 
Taylorville Office to check on this problem. 

 
Berola returned to the meeting at 7:55. 
 

 The Mayor stated that Auburn had been given a $780,000.00 grant for the 
improvement of Kennedy Road from IDOT.  The work will start in the spring.  The City 
will need to check with the Water Commission in regards to water lines.  The Mayor 



suggested a meeting of Public Works Committee along with Martin Engineering to get 
the process started for the road work. 

 Chris Bridges birthday October 5, 2009 employed for 2 years & 11 months.  
 
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 A. CENTKO 

 Centko reported that the police car needs some work and it would cost more than it 
is worth to fix it.  He has not heard anything about grants for car replacement.  

 
. B.  KARHLIKER  

 Karhliker stated that the Fourth Street water main project was completed and 
everything should be in operation.  He stated that 72 gas meters change-overs 
have been completed.  Also he stated there are still problems with Timberbrooke 
Platt 5. 

  
C.  POWELL 
 Connie asked what the interim building inspector would be paid and also if  J. 

Lomelino would receive the pay also.  It was decided to go ahead and pay J. 
Lomelino and a motion was made by Warwick to pay Derek Lomelino $5.00 a day 
for doing the interim job, second by Gillock. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:  BEROLA, GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, TANNER. 

WARWICK 
NAYES:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER  

 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

A.  ADMINISTRATION – BEROLA  
 The Administrative meeting was held September 24, 2009.  Berola stated they 

talked about economic incentives to businesses that have a certain income per 
month.  As far as the peddlers ordinance there should be some changes made.  
Berola will discuss this with the council further later. 

 
B.  PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 
 Johnson had an email from the developers of Timberbrooke and there are still 

some issues outstanding.  He called for a Public Works meeting to discuss the 
Kennedy Road project. 

 
C.  PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK  
 Kruse Auto (Burtle) is building and is going to move to Panther Creek and State 

Route 4.  There was an agreement with them when they thought they were building 
on Trojan and Route 4, so there will have to be a meeting to discuss any problems 
here.   

 It was decided to hold a Public Works meeting on Tuesday, October 13, 2009 at 
7:00 p. m. to discuss Kennedy Road project and a Utilities meeting following the 
Works meeting to discuss the gas and water for the Kruse (Burtle) Property. 

 



D.  HEALTH AND SAFETY – GILLOCK 
 Gillock had nothing to report. But it was suggested that maybe a list should be 

made of trailers, boats and campers that are parked illegally and also check the 
inoperable vehicles. 

 
 E.  HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 

 Berola stated that the McGuire property was cleaned up also he received a call 
from Ron Conlin, with a complaint about the Barton property.  There is garbage on 
the porch, cat litter in the alley and the grass needs cut.  The city will send a letter 
to clean up and if it is not done by the stated date, fines will be imposed and 
enforced.   

 Connie caught Berola up on the Hoke situation.  Svetlik asked him about property 
at 202 South 6th Street that he will check. 

   
F.  LIBRARY/ TECHNOLOGY – WARWICK 
 Library Board meeting to be held on October 20, 2009 at 7:00 p. m. at the library. 
 Technology, no report, other than the fact pictures of the City employees will be 

posted. 
 

 
VIII.     NEW BUSINESS 

 Tanner presented the Council with a proposal for a recording unit for the Council 
Chambers.  There was some discussion on this and the Council thought it is a 
good idea, but questions came up about microphones. Tanner will do further study 
on this and get prices for the microphones. 

 
 There will be a Special Council Meeting scheduled for Monday, October 12, 2009 

at 6:30 p. m. in the City Council Chambers to discuss Personnel. 
 

 
IX.   ADJOURNMENT 

Warwick made a motion to adjourn at 8:05 p.m., Rathgeber seconds the motion.  
Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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