
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 

November 2, 2009 
 

The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p. m. 
PRESENT:    Gillock, J. Powell, Rathgeber, Thornton, Svetlik, Warwick, Tanner, Berola, 
Johnson 
ABSENT:  M. Kessler, Appelt 
 
I.   City Clerk’s Report- Thornton 

Minutes of the October 19, 2009 were presented for approval. Gillock made a motion to 
accept the minutes as presented, Rathgeber seconds.  Minutes approved by voice vote. 

 
II.  Treasurer’s Report- Appelt 

In the absence of Appelt Office Manager Powell presented the bills list for the period of 
October 20, 2009 to date.   Warwick made a motion to approve the bills list, Gillock 
seconds.  7-0-1 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA, JOHNSON 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:    KESSLER 

 
III.  Attorney’s Report- Grischow 

  Raylene presented Ordinance 1297-09 for final reading; this ordinance pertains to the 
annexation of the property that Ernie Burtle purchased on RT 4.Rathgeber made a 
motion to accept Ordinance 1297-09, Berola seconds. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA, JOHNSON 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:    KESSLER 

 
  The Timberbrooke, final plat was then presented; the City received a letter of credit 
from the owners of this final plat in the amount of $77,777.50.  This is for work that needs 
to be finished and more than covers the finishing cost.  There are some water services 
that are in need of replacing and the City will not issue any building permits until these 
are completed.  Also the Engineer suggests the City tag 60 days before the letter of 
credit expires.  A motion by Rathgeber to accept the letter of credit from the First 
National Bank, Staunton,  Illinois in the amount of $77,777.50.  Berola seconds.  7-0-1 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA, JOHNSON 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:    KESSLER 
 
  Rathgeber made a motion to accept Timberbrooke Plat 5, with the exception that no 
building permits will be issued until the water services are complete, Johnson seconds.  
7-0-1 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA, JOHNSON 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:    KESSLER 
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 Before the meeting Raylene received a note that Martha Fielding was not interested in 
vacating the Willemore Estates Third Addition.  The City has a Letter of Credit in the 
amount of $164,176.25, which is to insure water mains; sidewalks can be installed by the 
City if the developer fails to do so.  The developer has defaulted on the mortgage and the 
bank is considering foreclosure.   Mrs. Fielding is looking for a third party to purchase this 
addition.  Raylene is going to talk to the bank’s attorney and keep the council informed.  
Phil Martin suggested that we keep a close eye on this because of the problems it could 
cause the City. 
 Raylene reported on 927 West Jackson the property owned by Larry McClelland.  His 
attorney called Raylene and told her that Mr. McClelland did not believe he was in 
violation of the ordinance and the City hated him and the ordinance was passed only to 
spite him. There was a change in the setbacks in the building permits, but the Zoning 
Board had been working on this change since March of this year, due to some other 
problems the City had.  Raylene stated she will talk with his attorney and give him this 
information. 

 
IV.  VISITORS 

 Mitch Wernsing was present to discuss the County Board Meeting where they will be 
voting on a zoning change on five acres next to him owed by the Landers Family.  He is 
concerned with how many houses Landers can build, draining and other problems.  This 
area is in the comprehensive plan of the City for possible annexation.  When this was 
drawn up there were no rules or regulations written at the time.  As it stands now if it 
were in the City the lot would have to be 9600 square feet with sewer and with out sewer 
it would have to be 1 acre.  With the county regulations if is stays agricultural one house 
could be built.  As it is now the City does not have jurisdiction in this area.  It was 
determined that the Zoning Board needs to look in to zoning updates for the 
comprehensive plan. 
 Kelli Morton representing PTO and Missy McKain representing the Square Merchants 
were present to ask the Council to close off the Square for Holiday Walk on December 4, 
2009 from 6 to 8 pm due to the large amount of children that were present last year.  
They also informed the Council of the different events that would be going on.  After 
discussing this with the Chief and the Council it was decided to block the square with 
circle angles on three corners and designate parking for Margo’s due the deer season 
being in.  Rathgeber made a motion to allow them to close off the square from 6 to 8 on 
December 4.  Warwick seconds.  Motion passed by voice vote. 

 
V.   MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

  Wayne Moose contacted the Mayor concerning the use of the Lost Caboose Road that 
he and Krueger’s tenant use to get to their farm ground.   He is looking for some sort of 
permanent agreement to use the road.  They have been using this road for several years 
and there has been a lot of talk about the high speed rail and the only way they will be 
able to get to the ground is by this road.  Raylene is going to look into this to see just 
what kind of agreement can be given. 
 County recycling program will be suspended by the County and the City will not receive 
any funding.  The Township has approached the City to see if they will be willing to work 
together toward recycling. 
 The Zoning Board is in need of a replacement due to the fact one of the members is 
not able to attend meetings.  The City will be taking applications for this position and will 
need the letters of intent in the City Office by 3:00, November 13, 2009. 
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VI.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 A.  CENTKO 

 Reported that there was a scam going on and he used the group- cast to notify 
the citizens and it worked very well.   
 Asked if the Council was going to appoint a Sergeant.  
 Centko also reported that there may be a need for a car replacement. He is still 
looking into grants; it seems the transmissions go out at about 80,000 miles.  He 
stated that he would not be opposed to looking for another model than Chevrolet 
due to the transmission problem; he stayed with Chevrolet when the dealership 
was in town.  

 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A.   ADMINISTRATION – BEROLA 

 A discussion was held on CORBA for Jamie Lomelino and after a rather lengthy 
discussion, it was decided to not do anything at this time unless he inquires about 
it again. 
 A letter from Unemployment Comp was received for Jamie Lomelino, motion by 
Warwick was made to dispute his claim for unemployment , due to the fact he was 
dismissed from duty due to conduct unbecoming an employee of the City, Svetlik 
seconds.  7-0-1 

 
AYES:   GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA, 

JOHNSON 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:    KESSLER 

 
B.   PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 

 Johnson had a long conversation with Rob McWhinnie about the water in his basement.  
The City did some work and could not find any storm sewer or other tile belonging to the 
city that runs under his property.  McWhinnie was requesting a letter from the City that if 
he digs and finds a field tile that he can block it.   The City has not been able to find a tile 
where he says it is.  Raylene is going to check into rulings on field tiles, as the City is not 
aware if a field tile can be blocked. 

 
C.        PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK  

 Warwick stated that he had taken a drawing to the Methodist Church of the proposed 
water line extension from the Church to the Kruse annexation.  They were having a 
Church Board Meeting Monday and he would relay back to the Council the outcome. Mr. 
Burtle has stated that his building is going to be in November 17, 2009.  There are a lot of 
lose ends that need to be taken care of, building permit, running the water line, permits 
from the State to bore under the highway, does he want gas and also is there going to be 
a drainage problem.  When he first approached the City the water line was not going to 
be a problem, and the City was going to install it.  But now the cost is going to go up as 
he bought property across the highway. It was decided to hold a Public Works meeting on 
Thursday at 7:00 for the Burtle Property.  The Mayor will inform Mr. Burtle of the meeting 
to get some of the problems resolved. 

 
D.  HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 

 Stated that there are three lots in town with a lot of junk on them. 1) 7th & Jefferson; 2) 
Washington & Rose; 3) 4th & Jackson. 
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E.   PARKS - SVETLIK 

 Svetlik asked about the dugouts that the baseball group wants to replace.  The Mayor 
stated that the blue prints were in the office.  A discussion was held on placement, safety 
and etc. 

   
F.  LIBRARY/ TECHNOLOGY – WARWICK 

 Library Board meeting to be held on November 17, 2009 at  
7:00 p.m.   
 Technology, pictures of the City Council will be placed on the web site.  Centko will 
check to see who needs a new picture. 

 
 The Mayor informed the Council that Attorney General Lisa Madigan was holding a seminar on 
Freedom of Information Act, suggest maybe the Clerk should go, Raylene said she has the information 
that pertains to the City and would send any changes. 
 
XII.    ADJOURNMENT 

Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 7:40 p.m., Svetlik seconds the motion.  Motion carried by 
voice vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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