
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 

December 7, 2009 
 

The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p. m. 
PRESENT:    J. Powell, Rathgeber, Thornton, Warwick, Tanner, Berola, Johnson and Appelt. 
ABSENT:  Kessler, Gillock, Svetlik 
 
I.   City Clerk’s Report- Thornton 

 Minutes of the November 16, 2009 were presented for approval. Tanner made a 
motion to accept the minutes as presented, Berola seconds.  Minutes approved by voice 
vote. 

  
II.  Treasurer’s Report- Appelt 

 Appelt presented the bills list for November 25, 2009 to December 7, 2009.  Rathgeber 
made the motion to approve the bill list, Warwick seconds.  7-0-1 

 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA, JOHNSON 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER, SVETLIK, GILLOCK 

 
III.  Attorney’s Report- Grischow 

 Raylene presented the first reading of the Ordinance No. 1298-09 pertaining to levying 
and assessing taxes for the City of Auburn. 
 Raylene stated she had  copies of the Freedom of Information Act and will give them to 
Connie for the City Office,  any council member that would like one, she will be happy to 
provide the members with one. 
 Warwick asked Raylene if she would work up an easement with the City and the 
Methodist Church. 
 Raylene informed the Council that Larry McClelland’s Attorney has not had any 
communication with Mr. McClelland.  Raylene will send a letter informing them that the 
City is going to take action against Mr. McClelland in the form of fines until he removes 
the concrete. 

 
IV.   MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 The Mayor informed the council that John Narmont had signed the agreement between 
himself and the city to settle the matter of the lift station easement with the City running 
water down Jodi Road.  The Mayor stated that Jim McClelland had not settled yet and 
asks if all members had a copy of a letter to the Mayor and Council from Mr. McClelland.   
The City was to install sanitary sewer to his property on Kennedy in exchange for the 
easement for the lift station.  The Mayor stated that there was a mistake when the sewer 
was installed, the dirt was to be separated and it wasn’t and when the tenant plowed the 
ground he brought up rocks, which the Mayor stated the City had picked up and told Mr. 
McClelland that they would do it again if there were more rocks.  The Mayor also told the 
Council that Mr. McClelland had hired Greene and Bradford to survey the property and 
look over the other engineers work, and he expected the City to pay the bill.  The former 
council chose not to pay the bill and felt it was Mr. McClelland’s bill as he had hired the 
engineering firm without anyone approving the hiring.  Mr. Narmont did not feel he could 
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help in anyway and as this has been going on for 10 years something should be done 
with this.  It seems Mr. McClelland is playing some sort of game with the council.    
 Warwick did ask if McClelland had hooked up to the sewer yet, and the answer was no. 
 The Mayor announced Kathy Thomas’ birthday December 12, 2009, she has been with 
the City 8 years and three months. 

 
V.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 A.   CENTKO 

 Centko stated that he had a letter of resignation from Rachel Elmore effective 
December 13, 2009, Tanner made a motion to accept the resignation of Rachel 
Elmore effective December 13, 2009, and Berola second the motion.  5-0-3 

 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA, JOHNSON 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER, SVETLIK, GILLOCK 

  
 Centko informed the Council that he was doing interviews for police officer and 
dispatcher on December 8, 9, 10  and he asked that the council set the salary for 
full time police officer, full time dispatcher and part time dispatcher. 
Tanner made a motion to set the salary for full time dispatcher at $12.00 per hour 
and $12.50 after one year probation. The salary for part time dispatcher was set at 
$11.00 per hour and $11.50 per hour after completion of one year probation.   
5-0-3 

 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA, JOHNSON 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER, SVETLIK, GILLOCK 

  
 Centko informed the Council that 17 of the applicants had passed the power test, 
which they have to pass to go for training.  He also stated the Council needs to 
hire an officer at the next meeting in order to get that person into the Academy for 
training the first of the year.  Berola set a meeting with Gillock, the Mayor and 
himself, with Tanner as standby, for December 15, 2009 at 7:15 to interview the 
final candidates. 

   The new car is in and one is out for transmission work. 
 
 B.  KARHLIKER 

 Karhliker stated he received a letter from the Gas Utilities Alliance asking for 
unanimous consent to allow the Village of Bethany, IL to become a member of the 
alliance.  As this was not on the agenda the Council could not take any action on it, 
but felt due to the deadline it seemed that all that was needed was for Karhliker to 
vote yes on this issue and the council would approve of it. 
 Karhliker asked Johnson and Rathgeber to check on stop signs for the 
Timberbrooke Subdivision, Timberbrooke and Brookview roads, and if they are 
needed to have Raylene prepare an ordinance to add the stop signs.  He also 
asked them to look at the guard rails that were installed on the bridge that crosses 
over the creek to phase five,  he did not feel they were sufficient. 
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C.  POWELL 
  Powell asked for a short executive session on personnel. 
 
  
VI.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A.   ADMINISTRATION – BEROLA 

 Berola reported that it was the time of year to decide if the City were going to 
give the employees a Christmas Bonus, yes Christmas!!!!  Last year the full time 
employees received $100.00 and the part time employees received $50.00.  The 
office manager stated that if the City would give gift cards in lieu of money it would 
save the City money, and if the cards were for businesses in the City that would 
also give the City the tax money.  She also prepared a list of business where the 
employees could receive the gift cards from.  After a short discussion, Berola 
made a motion to give a $100.00 gift card to full time employees and $50.00 gift 
card to part time employees, second by Rod Johnson.  5-0-3 
 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, WARWICK, TANNER, BEROLA, JOHNSON 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER, SVETLIK, GILLOCK 

 
B.   PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 

 Johnson started his report with the McWhinnie tile problem at 209 S Springfield; 
he stated that there is no record of any tile that goes through the DeHeve property. 
Raylene is going to write a letter to that effect. 
 Johnson informed the Council of the results of the Public Works meeting held on 
November 24, 2009.  The proposal from Martin Engineering was rather confusing 
since it listed a construction cost of $940,000.00 and engineering cost of 
$100,175.00 for a total cost of $1,040,175.00.  This was for work from the 
township garage to Divernon Road.  It had an additional cost of $263,000.00 
which was to add the strip of road from Jackson Street to the township garage, 
with the total to be $1,303,175.00.  Due to the confusion of the proposal it was 
decided Johnson would contact Phil Martin and discuss with him the figures 
presented.  Johnson stated he also volunteered to contact Sangamon County 
Highway Department to see if they could be any assistance.   Johnson informed 
the council the only thing available was a cost share if there were any sections of 
road that had a 20 foot stream that required a culvert.  After the report the council 
thought it would be a good idea to go back to Martin with a firm budget of no more 
that $900,000.00 and they would like to have an itemized list for their services and 
they felt Martin should draw plans to meet the City’s budget.  It’s possible that 
there are only two homes on the east side of the road that the city will need to get 
easements from to widen the road. The Mayor stated the grant we are supposed 
to get for Redbud Park could possibly be used to rebuild the road.  

 
C.        PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK 

 Warwick had nothing to report as there was no quorum for a committee meeting.  
United Methodist Church is allowing an easement which Raylene will draw up and 
the City is waiting for the EPA permits. 
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C.        HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 
 Berola stated he had several problems he needed advice on.  The two 
properties in question again, the one on Rose and Washington and the other on 
7th Street, Main and Hergenrother are still junking and it seems that the junk 
moves from one place to the other.  Berola wanted to know what should be done 
as they are not in compliance with the city ordinances.  It was decided that 
Raylene will write a letter informing them that they will have two business days to 
clean up the mess as they are in violation of the city ordinances and if they do not 
clean up they will be fined immediately $100.00 a day until the mess is cleaned up 
to the City satisfaction.  If they do not pay the fine or to continue to ignore the City 
there is a possibility for them to lose their utilities. 
 The problem at on 4th St. is being taken care of as the tenants are being evicted. 
 The old gas station on 5th and Jackson  was inspected by Berola and he stated it 
is open in the back and the ceiling is falling down and he can’t image that it could 
be used or safe.  He asked Raylene to contact Todd Wise of the United 
Community Bank to have it torn down. 
 The house at 1045 West Adams Street owned by Larry McClelland which Gary 
Bounds stated is causing him roach and rodent problems is a fire hazard waiting 
to happen.  Centko and Berola will make an inspection of the property to make a 
decision on what to do with this property, it has been in a state of disrepair for 
many years. 
 Beth Sheff wrote the City a rather lengthy letter due to the fact her utilities were 
shut off when she refused to pay a $750.00 fine that was levied against her for not 
complying with the clean up of her property.  In the past the city abated the fines 
she had but she continues to test the patience of the city.  The City has no 
payment plan that will work for her, as she continues to have problems. Due to the 
fact that there are no utilities the house is not fit for human habitation and she will 
have 30 days in which to have the utilities restored or once again be fined and 
have the house declared unfit. 

 
D.   LIBRARY/ TECHNOLOGY – WARWICK 

 Warwick announced there would be no Library Board meeting in December.    
 

 
 Rathgeber made a motion to go into executive session on personnel, Berola seconds, motion 
passed by voice vote.  The council went into executive session at 8:35. 
 Rathgeber made a motion to go back into regular session at 8:50, Berola seconds, motion 
passed by voice vote. 
 
VII.    ADJOURNMENT 

 Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 8:50 p.m., Warwick seconds the motion.  
Motion carried by voice vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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