
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 
December 21, 2009 

 
The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p. m. 
PRESENT:   J. Powell, Rathgeber, Thornton, Warwick, Tanner, Johnson, Gillock, Svetlik and 

Appelt. 
ABSENT:   M. Kessler, T Berola 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT - THORNTON 

Minutes of the December 7, 2009 were presented for approval. Rathgeber made a motion to 
accept the minutes as presented, Warwick seconds.  Minutes approved by voice vote. 

  
II.  TREASURER’S REPORT - APPELT 

Appelt presented the bills list for December 8-21, 2009.  Svetlik made the motion to approve 
the bills list, Tanner seconds. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:  RATHGEBER, WARWICK, TANNER, JOHNSON, SVETLIK, GILLOCK  
NAYES:  NONE 
ABSENT:  KESSLER, BEROLA 

 
Appelt presented the financial report for period ending November 30, 2009; Warwick made a 
motion to accept the report, second by Rathgeber. 6-0-2  

 
AYES:    RATHGEBER, WARWICK, TANNER, JOHNSON 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER, BEROLA 

 
III.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT- GRISCHOW 

A.  Raylene presented the second reading of the Ordinance No. 1298-09 pertaining to the 
levying and assessing taxes for the City of Auburn; the public meeting was held  earlier. 
Warwick made a motion to pass ordinance 1298-09, Gillock second. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:  RATHBERGER, WARWICK, TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, SVETLIK 
NAYES:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KEKSSLER, BEROLA 

 
B.  Easement from the Methodist Church, Warwick will present it to the Church to be signed 

and notarized and return it at the next meeting The easement is 15 ft wide with a 
temporary 20 ft for installation and repairs.  The easement is for gas and water lines. 

 
C.  Raylene reported on 927 West Jackson St.  As Larry McClelland was present, the 

Council was able to discuss the problem with him.  Mr. McClelland stated the new 
ordinance was passed after he started building. There was again much discussion about 
the problems with the building on this property.  It was explained to Mr. McClelland that 
his plans for any building needed more details.  Because his original plans did not have a 
porch, Warwick asked him for a detailed plan on how he was planning to finish the house.  
He stated that the Council would like to see more detailed plans a second time.  Mr.  
McClelland stated maybe a Judge should settle the problem.  Raylene reinforced 
Warwick statement, that the Council would like amended building plans, and there maybe 
a possibility that he will need to go to the Zoning Committee for a variance.   

 



IV. VISITORS 
A.  Beth Sheff was first on the agenda; she was here in response to a letter from Raylene, 

concerning her fines and declaring her home a nuisance.  Ms. Sheff stated she had the 
property cleaned but did not call the office when she should have and she had to replace 
some pipes when the City changed her gas meter.  It was explained to her that when her 
gas meter was changed, there was a problem with the line going into the house and, as 
the City was mandated to change the meters if there was an inspection of the new 
meters, the City could be fined by the Alliance for non compliance.  This had nothing to 
do with the cleanup of her property.  She has in the past had fines rescinded by the 
Council for clean up problems.  In this matter her fine had already been reduced from 
$100.00 a day to $25.00.  This is possibly the third time she has come to the Council for 
a reduction or to have the Council rescind the fine.  Warwick ask her if the fine was 
reduced, could she pay it this evening?  He ask could she pay $250.00 and she said yes;  
she was reminded that there would also be $25.00 turn on fee and $50.00 additional 
deposit for a total of  $325.00.  A motion was made by Warwick to reduce Ms. Sheff’s fine 
to $250.00 plus $25.00 turn on fee and $50.00 additional deposit.  Second by Johnson.  
6-0-2 

 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, WARWICK, GILLOCK, JOHNSON, TANNER, SVETLICK 
NAYES:   NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER, BEROLA 

 
B.  Mike Hines was present to discuss his building that needs to be moved as it is too close 

to the property line.  He stated that he has not been able to find his pins for his property 
line; the City has a map that he may have a copy of that may help.  They also gave him 
several other options that he might try to find the pins before a survey.  He asked for an 
extension, due to the weather, to find his lot lines and also to move the building.  Warwick 
made a motion to table the building issue until March 1, 2010 to give him time to find the 
pins and move the building.  Second by Gillock. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, WARWICK, GILLOCK, JOHNSON, SVETLICK, TANNER 
NAYES:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER, BEROLA 

 
V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 The Mayor announced two birthdays this month: 
Diane Dixon December 23  7 years 5 months 
Bill Karhliker January 2  21 years 6 months  
(Bill actually started working part time for the City at the age of 16.) 

 
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A.  CENTKO - Gillock will take care of the department’s business. 
 
B. KARHLIKER 

 Karhliker stated that the water construction permit is in for the Kruse property and that 
they are still waiting on the IDOT permit. 

 
C. POWELL – nothing to report. 

 



VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

A.  ADMINISTRATION – BEROLA 
 Berola was not here due to the fact his job had taken him out of town.  
 

B.  PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 
 Johnson reported he received a letter dated December 18, 2009 with a list of design 

services for the Kennedy project from Martin Engineering Company.  It was just a list 
with no cost; Johnson was interested in man-hour estimate and hourly rate.  He did 
state that the 7.50 percent design fee was fairly reasonable.  He was not satisfied with 
the letter; there was discussion on in the future to obtain other bids on this type of 
work.  Raylene suggested we make them give us what we want. Rathgeber said the 
County did a five mile section of road from Koke Mill to Bradfordton Road for 
approximately $1 million 2 or 8 which was very close to the original figures of Martins 
for Jackson Street to Divernon Road, which was is a shorter distance.  Rathgeber will 
run copies of this information to give to the Council.  Johnson stated that the Council 
probably does not have the time to ask another engineering firm for figures on this 
project due to the fact that the State is going to open bids approximately March 15, 
2010 for this project.  The utility companies are already working on easements for 
their utilities.  Johnson is going to ask them again for cost on this project.  

 
 Johnson had a concern with the railing on the bridge crossing on the creek in Timber 

Brooke subdivision.  They will have to talk to Kevin to see if Martin Engineering 
requested this type of railing.  Johnson was thinking the railing should be IDOT 
approved 

 
C.  PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK 

 Warwick is taking care of the Methodist Church and Kruse Easement and will bring it 
back to the next council meeting.   

 He stated that New Wave seemed to being doing ok and had taken care of the 
problem from two meetings ago.  He also asked if there were any other problems to 
report them to him and he would talk to New Wave. 

 
D. HEALTH AND SAFETY – GILLOCK 

 Gillock presented the Council with the recommendations of the committee to hire a full 
time police officer, full time dispatcher, part time dispatcher and part time police officer:  
the recommendations to the Council to hire as followed: 
Full time police officer: Zackary Rinaberger   and to recognize the PTI he has 
Full time dispatcher: Eileen Sue Barrett 
Part time dispatcher: Kevin Wedemeyer 
Start date for these people will be January 1, 2010.  The committee also made a 
recommendation to hire Jeremy Angelo as part time police officer and to set salary 
and probation when he starts PTI.  Tanner seconds the motion.  6-0-2 

 
AYES:   SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER 
NAYES:  NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER, BEROLA 

  
E.   HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 

 Due to the fact Berola was not in attendance, Mayor Powell referenced the Council to 
the letter sent to Jason Decroix on December 17, 2009, on the property he rents at 



109 South Fourth Street.  He was invited to the council to discuss his violations on the 
property, he was not in attendance.  The owners of this property Wanda and Marvin 
Holmes are in the process of evicting him from the property.  The court date is not 
until January of 2010, but the problems on the property still continue.  Warwick made 
a motion to declare the property a nuisance and send a notice to the tenant, Jason 
Decroix, as well as the landlord, Wanda and Marvin Holmes, that the clean up must 
be done by December 29, 2009 on 7:00 P.M. or the fine will be started on December 
30, 2009 at $100.00 a day until cleaned up.  Rathgeber seconds the motion.  6-0-2 

 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, WARWICK, GILLOCK, JOHNSON, TANNER, SVETLIK 
NAYES:   NONE 
ABSENT:  KESSLER, BEROLA 

   
F.  PARKS – SVETLIK – nothing to report. 
 
G.  LIBRARY/ TECHNOLOGY – WARWICK 

 Warwick stated that the Library had a special meeting to set Christmas bonuses 
for the library employees. 

 Warwick reported that Edna has asked that Chris Bridges replace her on the GIS 
Committee, which is a requirement for her and Chris, concerning the website. 

 Warwick is working with Bridges on his request for subdivision and infrastructure 
information for the City’s web site. 

 
VIII.  OLD BUSINESS – none. 
  
IX.   NEW BUSINESS – none.  
 
X.  ADJOURNMENT 

Svetlik made a motion to adjourn at 8:25 p.m., Warwick seconds the motion.  Motion 
carried by voice vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
 

 
 


