
CITY OF AUBURN 
Council Minutes 

November 15, 2010 
 

The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p. m. 
Present: J. Powell, Rathgeber, Thornton, Tanner, Gillock, Warwick, Kessler, Johnson and 
Appelt. Absent: Berola and Svetlik. 
 
I.   City Clerk’s Report- Thornton 

 Minutes of the November 1, 2010 were presented for approval. Kessler made a motion 
to accept the minutes from the last meeting and to destroy the recorded copy.  Tanner 
seconds and motion passed by voice vote. 

 
II.  Treasurer’s Report- Appelt 

 The bills list for November 1, to November 15, 2010 was presented by Appelt. Warwick 
made the motion to approve the bill list, Kessler seconds.  
 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, TANNER, KESSLER, WARWICK, GILLOCK, JOHNSON, 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  BEROLA, SVETLIK 

 
 Appelt presented the Financial Report for the first six months of 2010.  Kessler made a 
motion to approve the report as presented and Rathgeber seconds the motion. 

 
AYES:   TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  BEROLA, SVETLIK 

  
III.  Attorney’s Report- Grischow 

 Raylene will present Ordinance 1316-10, 7th Street Bond second reading when Office 
Manager Powell is present. 

 
IV. VISITORS 

 Larry McClelland was present at the request of the Council to report what he was going 
to do about the fine on 927 West Jackson Street.   McClelland stated he did not feel that 
he owed the fine, as he did all he told the Council he would do.  He stated that all he did 
was pour concrete and did not form it up.   The Mayor stated that the Council felt he had 
poured a porch.  He was also informed that the City had abated $750.00 of the fine, 
which ended on September 9, 2010.    After a discussion of trying to inform McClelland 
where his thinking was off on this project, Kessler asked if the City could file a lien on this 
property.  In order for any utilities to be turned on, the fine must be paid.  Kessler made a 
motion to authorize the City Attorney to place a lien on the property at 927 West Jackson 
Street in the amount of $2,400.00 for the fine and a $50.00 deposit. Tanner seconds the 
motion. 
 
AYES:   TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  BEROLA, SVETLIK 
. 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 Mayor informed Warwick and Rathgeber that the REA meeting will be held Monday 
night if they were still interested in attending.   The City and REA are working on 
annexing REA on Dixon into the City.  The discussion was on how it would be more 
beneficial for REA than the City. 
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 Mayor stated Karhliker and his crew removed the tree in front of the Community Center 
and some sidewalk work will need to be done. 

 
 Birthdays for the month: 

T. J. Henson    November 16  9 years and 8 months  
Melissa Davis (Library)  November 26  1 year and 3 months 

 
Svetlik came into the meeting at 7:15 followed by C. Powell. 
 
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A. Centko requested he be allowed to hire a part time dispatcher.  He informed the 
Council he had someone in mind and will get his application. 

 
B. Karhliker reported they are still waiting on water permits for Jodi Road and 104. 

 
C. Mark Kessler presented Ordinance 1316-10 to the council. C. Powell along with 

Raylene answered questions about Ordinance 1316-10 second reading.  This is a 
renewal for the $193,000.00 bonds for Seventh Street. These bonds have to be 
renewed every 3 years.   Rathgeber made a motion to adopt and pass Ordinance 
1316-10.  Kessler seconds the motion. 

 
AYES:      SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:     NONE 

                   ABSENT:  BEROLA  
 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. ADMINISTRATION REPORT- BEROLA 
 In the absence of Berola the Holiday gift for the employees was discussed.   Last 
year the full time employees received a $100.00 gift card for a merchant in Auburn 
and the part time employees received $50.00.  C. Powell was asked how that was 
accepted and she said fine. Kessler made a motion to give gift cards for an Auburn 
merchant in the amount of $100.00 for full time employees and $50.00 for part time 
employees.  Tanner seconds the motion. 

 
AYES:  SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS: NONE 
PRESENT: GILLOCK 
ABSENT: BEROLA 

 
B. PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 
 Johnson stated he would like to have a Public Works meeting, to talk about the 
engineering bill from the Water Commission and also the parking on Seventh and 
Jackson.  After a discussion on where the Council would get the money to pay the 
engineering bill, as it can not be covered under the grant or MFT and the fact the 
Water Account is temporarily having cash flow problems, it was decided to send the 
Water Commission a check for $1,500.00 a month for the bill until the amount is paid 
off.  The parking problem will be discussed after Thanksgiving.  
 Johnson made a motion to pay the Water Commission $1,500.00 a month along 
with a letter informing them of a cash flow problem, the check will be sent toward the 
end of the month.  Warwick seconds the motion. 
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AYES:   SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:  NONE 
ABSENT:  BEROLA 

 
C.   LIBRARY– WARWICK 

 The Library Board meeting will be held Tuesday, November 16, 2010 at 7:00. 
Library is going to move the location of the Veteran’s Research Center. Their hours 
will be adjusted to complete the project. 

 
D. HEALTH & SAFETY – GILLOCK 

  Gillock stated there would be a Health and Safety meeting after Thanksgiving to 
discuss the ticket received by Ruth Hoke. 

 
E. HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 
 Raylene will write a letter to the residence at 11th and VanBuren telling them to 
remove the tree that is a nuisance.  The police officer will deliver the letter.  They will 
be given three days to clean it up; if not cleaned up, they will be invited to the 
December 6, 2010 council meeting. 
 Kessler brought up the house in the 1000 block of West Adams.  There have been 
some complaints from the neighbors that the house is not secured. This has been 
turned over to Sangamon County Public Health Department so they will be called for 
information on how to handle the problem. 

  
VII.    ADJOURNMENT 

 Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 7:45, Kessler seconds the motion.  Motion 
carried by voice vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 
Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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