
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 
JANUARY 4, 2010 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p.m.      
PRESENT: J. Powell, Appelt, Thornton, Gillock, Johnson, Rathgeber,   
                    Svetlik, Tanner, Warwick and Berola. 
ABSENT: Kessler 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON 

 Minutes of the December 21, 2009 were presented for approval,   
Rathgeber called attention to the fact that under Public Works it should have read 
Farmingdale Road rather that Bradfordton Road. Svetlik made a motion to pass the 
minutes with the correction, Warwick second the motion. 
 The Clerk then presented the minutes of Public Hearing held before the December 21, 
2009 for the tax levy.  Rathgeber made the motion to accept the minutes as presented, 
Gillock second the motion.  Both motions were passed by voice vote. 

 
II.  TREASURER’S REPORT – APPELT 

 Appelt presented the paid bills list from December 22, 2009 thru December 31, 2009.  
Rathgeber made a motion to approve the bills list, second by Svetlik. 

 
AYES: GILLOCK, JOHNSON, RATHGEBER, SVETLIK, TANNER, WARWICK, BEROLA 
NAYS:    NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER 

 
III.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT – GRISCHOW 

 Raylene reported on the easement from the Methodist Church for the Kruse’s property.  
There were some problems with the wording and it had to be re-written.  Warwick will see 
the church gets the new papers and bring them back to the council. 
 She also stated that Rob McWhinnie called her and he felt the council has not been a 
help to him and was thinking about pouring concrete into the storm lines.  The council 
feels the city garage has done all they can, there is no record of the tile Rob keeps 
referring too.  The council is willing to help him figure out where the lines goes as long as 
he digs it up himself, as the line is on private property.   There is a possibility that some of 
the water that goes into his basement comes in through the walls as it is an older building. 
 The Mayor presented a letter from the United Community Bank; the Bank would like the 
council to vacate a 10ft alley on the west side of the bank, it is between the bank and the 
parking lot.  The only line on this alley is a 2 inch water main, which the city can turn over 
to them as a water service, due to the fact it only services the corner building. Warwick 
then made a recommendation that Raylene draw up an ordinance to vacate the alley 
between the bank and the parking lot on the west side of the building and to turn the 
water service over to the bank.  Johnson seconds the motion. 

Rathgeber left the room at 7:20. 
 

AYES:   BEROLA, GILLOCK, TANNER, SVETLIK, JOHNSON, WARWICK 
NAYS:    NONE 
ABSENT:   KESSLER, RATHGEBER 

 
Rathgeber returned to the room at 7:22 
 

 Mayor stated he had written a letter to James E. McClelland about the sewer line on his 
property in exchange for him signing off on the lift station.  The Mayor feels the city did 



 - 2 -

what Mr. McClelland asked of the City and also he, the Mayor, has made several 
attempts to settle this problem.  He felt it would be a good idea if the Public Utilities 
Committee would have a meeting on this problem and invite Mr. McClelland to attend.  
Warwick set a Public Utilities meeting for Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at 7:00 p. m. 
and send a notice to Mr. McClelland to attend. 

 
IV.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A.   Karhliker 
 Notified the council that Chris Bridges had dislocated his shoulder and is on light 
duties. 

 
V.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A.  ADMINISTRATION – Berola 
 Berola called an Administration meeting for January 13, 2010 at 8:00 p. m. to 
discuss three issues: 

   1.  Building Inspector 
   2.  Garage Personnel 
   3.  Personnel Code Pertaining Holidays and Sick Days 
 

 Also to be discussed at the Public Utilities meeting will be the Newwave Cable 
Franchise, since both meetings will be held on the same evening.  It is time to negotiate 
the franchise agreement. 

 
B.   PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 

 Johnson had a proposal again from Martin Engineering on the Kennedy Road 
Project; the engineering cost will be approximately $60,000.00 and $839,000.00 
for construction.  This comes to 7.25 percent of construction costs. Martin 
explained that there was a different base on the project in Springfield than the 
Kennedy Road project.  Johnson did talk to a traffic control engineer he works with 
who thought the proposal was on the low side.  Johnson recommends that the 
council approve Martin Engineering proposal so they may get started on their work.  
Berola seconds. 

 
AYES:   BEROLA, JOHNSON, TANNER, SVETLIK, GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, 

WARWICK 
NAYS:      NONE 
ABSENT:    KESSLER 

 
Johnson then stated he felt that in the future it might be beneficial to the City to get 
bid proposals from other engineering firms.    
 Johnson presented was the railing on the bridge in Timberbrooke Subdivision.  
The plans for this railing were approved by Martin, the railing was to be 42 inches 
high and after installing it was only 33 inches high.  Kevin is drafting a letter to the 
developers engineer to have them correct the height. 

 
C.  WARWICK   

 Warwick stated he talked with the General Manager of Newwave 
Communications two addresses that called him with problems.   Warwick said the 
man was very helpful.  Timberbrooke does not have cable in part of the 
subdivision and the agreement with cable is that they have one year after the 
subdivision is complete to install cable.   The cable franchise will be discussed at 
the meeting on January 13, 2010. 
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D. HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 

 Berola reported that the gas station on 5th and Jackson has been boarded up 
and it is going to be demolished. 
 It was reported that the DeCroix property on at 109 S 4th has been cleaned up by 
the owners (Marvin & Wanda Holmes’) of the home. 
 Beth Sheff’s problem has been taken care of with an additional deposit. 

 
E. LIBRARY/TECHNOLOGY- WARWICK 

 There will be a Library Board on January 19, 2010 at 7:00.   
 A discussion was held on how to put the subdivision plans on the internet.  
Warwick felt that the Planning Commission may need to meet to discuss this item. 

 
VI.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 The Mayor reminded everyone that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 
19, 2010 due to Martin Luther King’s Birthday. 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 8:00, Svetlik seconds.  Motion passed by voice 
vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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