
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

MARCH 15, 2010 
 

Mayor Joe Powell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00, Girl Scout Troop 6305 were in 
attendance to open the meeting with the pledge to the Flag. The girls did a very good job and 
when they were done they presented the Council with a box of Girl School cookies. In 
attendance at the meeting were Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Powell, Gillock, Warwick, 
Rathgeber, Kessler, Thornton and Appelt. 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON Minutes of the March 1, 2010 were presented 

for approval.  Rathgeber made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, Warwick 
seconds.  Minutes passed by voice vote. 

 
II. TREASURER’S REPORT – APPELT   The bill’s list from March 1, 2010 to March 16, 

2010 was presented for approval.  Warwick made a motion to accept the bill’s list as 
presented. 

 
AYES: SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, 

KESSLER 
NAYS:      NONE 
ABSENT:    NONE 

 
 The Financial report ending February 28, 2010 was presented:  Rathgeber made a 
motion to accept the financial report as presented, second by Warwick. 

 
AYES: SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, 

KESSLER 
NAYS:      NONE 
ABSENT:    NONE 
 

III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT- GRISCHOW  
 Larry McClelland was present; Raylene stated that she had not heard anything from Mr. 
McClelland’s attorney.  McClelland passed out drawings of how he was planning to finish 
the house on Tenth and Jackson.  There was much discussion on this problem.  Kessler 
suggested he remove the slab and put in pre-cast steps, as the slab is not in compliance 
with the ordinance.  The City and County zoning rules are basically the same, as the 
zoning board had gone over them.   It was suggested that McClelland remove the slab or 
ask for a variance, he stated he was going to do nothing but some landscaping work 
because he feels he is in compliance and is willing to go to Court.  Berola stated he 
would make a motion to fine McClelland $25.00 a day starting March 11, 2010 until as 
such time as the noncompliance problems are brought into compliance.  Kessler seconds 
the motion. 

 
AYES:   TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 

 NAYS:   SVETLIK, WARWICK 
ABSENT:  NONE 
 
 First reading of Ordinance 1301-10, intergovernmental agreement, smoking ban. 
 Raylene reported that there was a problem with the wording on the Burtle Annexation, 
and it has been taken care of. 
 The Cable Franchise Agreement, Raylene reported that we have until December 31, 
2010 to sign it, she has read thru it and red lines some items that the Council should take 
note of.  She stated that the Cable Company will split attorney’s feed with the City to 
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negotiate the contract. Warwick stated that he felt the time period should be no longer 
than 10 years. 
 

IV. VISITORS 
 Zoning Board- Russ Jones.  Mr. Jones had gone before the zoning board to rezone the 
property at 202 West Jefferson from R-l to B-3.  When asked why B-3, he stated that he 
wishes to build an office for his construction business and that is the only zoning area 
that allows an office for construction.   Rathgeber made a motion to accept the 
recommendation of the Zoning Board to allow the change of zoning from R-l to B-3.  
Kessler seconds the motion. 

 
AYES: SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, 

KESSLER 
NAYS:      NONE 
ABSENT:    NONE 

 
V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS.  The Mayor stated that everyone should be aware of the 

financial situation and take care with spending. 
 Birthdays for this period are: 
Bruce Centko March 17   employed for 20 years and 7 months 
Laura Carter  March 26   employed for 2 years and 10 months  
 

VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
           A.  CENTKO   The Chief reported that he received the ammo that was ordered about a                

 year ago. 
 B. KARHLIKER   The city employee’s are digging the hole for the bore on the Kruse’s 

property and it should be done this week.  This is Ray’s Construction from Louisiana, 
Missouri who is charging approximately $9,200.00, the other company was priced at 
$18,000.00.  He also reported to Warwick that the cost of the 800 ft of pipe for the Iris 
Drive Project is $6.50 a foot which is $5,200.00 total.   Karhliker reported that the 
Kubota needs a new deck, and with mowing season fast approaching he asked what 
the council wished to do. A new mower deck will take up to 2 weeks to come in; the 
cost of a new deck is $2,420.00.   Warwick made a motion to allow Karhliker to 
purchase a new deck for the Kubota mower not to exceed $2,500.00.  Johnson 
seconds. 

 
AYES: SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, 

KESSLER 
NAYS:      NONE 
ABSENT:    NONE 

 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Administration – Berola stated that the financial picture is not a pretty picture 
and next years budget will have to be bare bones, if you don’t need it, we could 
probably do without it next year.  Berola stated that the City had not raised the gas 
differential in ten years. Berola made a motion to invoke the emergency waving of 
second reading in order to pass ordinance 1302-10. Kessler seconds.  

 
AYES: SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, 

KESSLER 
NAYS:      NONE 
ABSENT:    NONE 
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Warwick made a motion to pass Ordinance 1302-10 which raised the differential of 
gas from $2.60 to $3.60 per thousand cubic feet.  Kessler seconds. 
 
AYES: SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, 

RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:      NONE 
ABSENT:    NONE 
 
 Berola stated that the sewer rates had not been raised since 1999; he felt that 
the city should keep an eye on the rates so there will not be such a drastic 
increase in the future. Berola made a motion for the good of the City to waive the 
second reading of Ordinance 1303-10.  Second Kessler.  
 
AYES: SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, 

RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:      NONE 
ABSENT:    NONE 
 
Warwick then made a motion to pass Ordinance 1303-10 which will raise the 
sewer rate from 28 cents to 30 cents per hundred gallons of water used.  Kessler 
seconds. 

 
AYES: SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, 

RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:      NONE 
ABSENT:    NONE 

   
Berola also asked Raylene to draft letters to landlords that the City will be 

 enforcing minimum rates on utilities. 
 

B. PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON   
 Report of committee meeting of March 10, 2010.   
Johnson reported that the result of the count on Kennedy Road was approximately 
1700 to 1800 cars, IDOT report 4030.  With the count being down the pavement 
design will be different and the City will be able to add to the length of road.  
 Right of way issues.  The Otter Lake water line runs parallel with east side of 
Kennedy Road as it is now if there are no changes part of the water line will be 
under the road.   There has been some informal talk with the Otter Lake Water 
Commission that if, the City pays, which would be about 6600 ft at $10.00 a foot, 
total of $66,000.00 that the commission would install, but this is not official.  Also, 
Verizon will have to relocate four poles, which they will pay for the relocation.  
Ameren CIPS has 4 poles that will have to be relocated which will be at the city’s 
expense, at the cost of $20,000.00 for a total of $80,000.00.  The road will start at 
the township garage and go to Divernon Road.   Other possible expenses could 
include relining the road to the east and easement.    Johnson called a Public 
Works committee meeting for Friday, March 19, 2010 to discuss the width of road, 
22 ft with 2 ft shoulders or 24 ft with 2 ft shoulders.  The meeting will be a 5:00 at 
the Redbud Park.  
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C. PUBLIC UTILITIES- WARWICK 
 Report of March 3, 2010 Meeting 
J. McClelland’s sanitary sewer.  As the former council had notified Mr. McClelland 
that they would not pay Joe Greene’s bill, as he hired Mr. Greene, Kessler made a 
motion in the committee meeting that this Council not pay Mr. Greene’s bill.    Mr. 
Greene will be notified that the city is not going to pay the engineering bill from  
Joe Greene. 
 The Utility meeting held before the council on the relocation of utility lines was       
discussed earlier. 
 Auburn Soccer Association Food trailer, Warwick was approached by the ASA 
and was asked to be allowed to park their food trailer on Daisy Lane behind the 
soccer fields. It was the opinion of the council that this is not a good practice to 
start and they should find other parking. 

       
 

D. HEALTH AND SAFETY   - GILLOCK 
   Gillock informed the Council that it is time to start negations with FOP.   
  The Mayor appointed Gillock and Berola to negotiate with the FOP.    
  Rathgeber made a motion to accept the Mayor’s recommendation to   
  appoint Gillock and Berola to negotiate with the FOP.  Warwick seconds. 

 
AYES: SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, 

KESSLER 
NAYS:      NONE 
ABSENT:    NONE 

  
F. PARKS – SVETLIK    There was a discussion on the dugouts at the ball field, it 

seems there has been some changes and as of this time not finished.   
 

G. LIBRARY – WARWICK   There will be a Library Board meeting on March 16, 
2010 at the Library. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Warwick made a motion to adjourn at 9:00, Svetlik seconds. Motion passed by voice vote. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Mary E.Thornton 
City Clerk 
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