
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 7, 2010 
 
 

Mayor Joe Powell opened the meeting with the Pledge to the Flag at 7:00 p.m. 
 
In attendance Tanner, Svetlik, Johnson, Berola, J. Powell, Rathgeber, Kessler, Thornton and 
Appelt. Absent- Gillock, Warwick 
 
I.       CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON 

 Minutes of the May 17, 2010 were presented for approval.  Rathgeber made a motion to 
approve the minutes and to destroy the recorded copy.  Kessler seconds the motion; the 
motion is passed by voice vote. 

 
II. TREASURER’S REPORT – APPELT 

 Appelt presented the bills list from May 19, 2010 to June7, 2010.  Rathgeber made a 
motion to accept the bills list as presented, Kessler seconds the motion. 

 
AYES:   TANNER, SVETLIK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, RATHGEBER, KESSLER. 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  GILLOCK, WARWICK 

 
Warwick came into the meeting at 7:30.  
 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – GRISCHOW 

 Raylene presented the first reading of Ordinance 1306-10 pertaining to tap fees. 
 She presented the first reading of Ordinance 1307-10 in regards to the prevailing wages. 
 Raylene presented the council with the Economic incentive agreement between the City 
and Niemann Foods, Inc. It was suggested that the 1% tax that the City received, the City 
would return 100% the first calendar year, 50% the second calendar year and 50% the 
third calendar year.  Warwick made a motion to authorize Raylene to negotiate 90%, 60 
% and 30%.  Berola seconds. Motion passed by voice vote. 
 Raylene presented a memorandum of Understanding between the Otter Lake Water 
Commission and the City in regards to the Kennedy Road resurfacing project, Kessler 
made a motion to table this as there is a couple of questions, Rathgeber seconds. 

 
AYES:   TANNER, SVETLIK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, WARWICK, RATHGEBER,  
  KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   GILLOCK 

 
 A letter will need to be written to Timberbrooke developers advising them they need to 
furnish an extension on the letter of credit because the engineers have not signed off on 
the final plat.   

 
IV. VISITORS 

 Rhonda Brinkley, 114 East Jefferson has been working on cleaning up her property.  
She stated she should have all the work done in one week.  The cars are operable and if 
parked on the City streets they need to be registered and licensed.   She also informed 
the Council that she was going to put “No Trespassing” signs on her property.  Berola 
explained to her how the signs will have to be handled. 
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 Beth Sheff, 505 North 11th Street, stated that they have been working on cleaning up 
the weeds and such.  As far as the tarp on the roof she is looking for a contractor to finish 
the project.  She was informed that she will have to have a new building permit for the 
addition.   She is hoping to have the project done by the end of summer.  She will see 
that the grass will continue to be mowed. 
 John Narmont owner of 107 North Seventh Street was concerned as to the way the city 
billed for the water. The building has only one meter.   It was decided that a Public 
Utilities meeting would be held June 16, 2010 at 6:30p.m. to discuss a fair way to bill this 
property. 
 Larry McClelland was at the meeting to discuss the property at 927 West Jackson.  
Warwick suggested he be allowed to finish what he had started.  The Council gave the 
approval to allow him to finish the landscaping and to put in an 8” step and straighten out 
the concrete.   This is to be done by June 21, 2010.   As Mr. McClelland is going to be out 
of town, he will come back to the July 6, 2010 meeting to discuss abating the fines on the 
property. 

 
Svetlik left the meeting at 7:45 and returned at 8:00/ 
 
V. MAYORS COMMENTS 

 The Mayor stated that IDOT has a formula to set payment for the Attorneys and the 
Engineers.  The rate is $200.00 an hour.    Raylene stated she will work with the 
Engineer to set up a separate file (Kennedy Road Project) for the billing on this.  
Rathgeber made the motion to accept the formula, Kessler seconds. 

 
AYES:   TANNER, SVETLIK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, WARWICK, RATHGEBER,  
  KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   GILLOCK 

  
 The Mayor then made the recommendation to appoint Cyd Walter, Melinda Marques 
and Mandy Henson to serve on the Library Board.  Kessler made a motion to accept the 
Mayors recommendation to appoint Walter, Marques and Henson to the Library Board. 
Rathgeber seconds. 
 

Berola left the room and the Council had a short break until he returned. 
Berola returned.  
 

AYES:   TANNER, SVETLIK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, WARWICK, RATHGEBER,  
  KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   GILLOCK 

  
 There were two birthdays: 

Pat Longmeyer   2 years 1 month     June 16,  
Steve Dengler    26 years 6 months    June 18,    

 
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A. CENTKO stated that the Carnival turned out good, there was a complaint by public 
health that one of the food booths should have been on the concrete.   Every thing 
went rather well. 
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 The Mayor stated he wanted to commend Bruce, Jack and Kyle for how well they 
responded to the 911 take over from Springfield when it was flooding up there.  As 
all are aware Auburn is the back up in emergency for 911. Out of 200 calls backed 
up only one was lost. 

 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. BEROLA – The results of the May 18, 2010 meeting were discussed earlier. 
 

B. JOHNSON PUBLIC WORKS– Inquired about placing a “child at play sign” on 7th 
and Jefferson.  Centko stated he has checked this area and there does not seem 
to be a problem to justify the need for a sign. 
 Kennedy Road Compensation, Martin, Raylene and Jim from Raylene’s office 
have been working with the Title Company to get the easements ready.   There 
are two properties that do not have clean titles; one is the Water Commission, 
which should not be a problem.  It was suggested that a Public Works meeting be 
held to discuss this and invite the two property owners.  This meeting will be held 
on June 16, 2010 following Public Utilities meeting. 

 
C.  PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK – There will be a committee meeting on June 

16, 2010. The franchise cable agreement is still in the works.  Warwick wants 
Raylene to Suggest 20 homes per cable mile instead of 30. 

 
D. PUBLIC HEALTH – BEROLA  

 The Brad Barton Estate, 1027 W Adams Street, is a concern for the City.  The 
weeds need mowed again and nothing has been done with swimming pool which 
is broken in and holds stagnant water.  Berola made a motion to declare this 
property a nuisance the fine will be $100.00 a day and any cost incurred by the 
City.   The city crew will remove the pool and spray the weeds, which will incur a 
$100.00 fine for the pool and $100.00 fine for spraying the weeds plus $100.00 
fine for each instance.  The City will then placard the house as unfit for habitation.   
Kessler seconds.  Passed by voice vote.   
Karhliker stated they could do the work Tuesday or Wednesday.  Berola made a 
motion to allow Raylene to file a lien against this property, Rathgeber seconds. 

 
AYES:   TANNER, SVETLIK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, WARWICK, RATHGEBER,  

   KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   GILLOCK 

  
Kessler then made a motion to enter into an intergovernmental agreement with the 
county to clean this matter up.   Rathgeber seconds. 

 
 AYES:   TANNER, SVETLIK, JOHNSON, BEROLA, WARWICK, RATHGEBER,  
   KESSLER 

NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   GILLOCK 

 
 Raylene will email Todd Wise UCB on the status of the old gas station on 
Jackson Street (501 W Jackson St) and the yellow house on route 4. (14460 State 
Rt 4.) 
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 Ihlenfeldt estate, 507 Redbud Lane, is being handled by Wells Fargo, but not 
sure which branch.    

  
E. LIBRARY- WARWICK   He reported that the Library Board was having a meeting 

June 15, 2010. 
 

 Warwick made a motion to go into Executive session in regards to possible legation.   
Rathgeber second.  Passed by voice vote.  Went into session at 8:50. 

 
 Rathgeber made a motion to go back into regular session at 9:00, Kessler second.  Passed by 
voice vote. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn, Kessler seconds, motion passed by voice vote at 
9:05. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Mary E.Thornton 
City Clerk 
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