
CITY OF AUBURN 
Council Minutes 

July 19, 2010 
 

 
The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p. m. Present: J. Powell, 
Rathgeber, Thornton, Warwick, Tanner, Johnson, Gillock, Kessler and Appelt. Absent:  Svetlik, 
T Berola 
 
I.   City Clerk’s Report- Thornton 

 Minutes of the July 6, 2010 were presented for approval. Rathgeber made a motion to 
accept the minutes as presented and to destroy the recorded copy.  Kessler seconds.  
Minutes approved by voice vote. 

  
II.  Treasurer’s Report- Appelt 

 Appelt presented the bills list for July 7th to July 19th.  Rathgeber made the motion to 
approve the bill list, Kessler seconds.  
 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, WARWICK, TANNER, JOHNSON, KESSLER, GILLOCK  
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  SVETLIK, BEROLA 
 
 Appelt presented the financial report for period ending June 30, 2010; Warwick made a 
motion to accept the report with a second by Rathgeber  
 
AYES:    RATHGEBER, WARWICK, TANNER, JOHNSON, KESSLER, GILLOCK 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:    SVETLIK, BEROLA 

 
III.  Attorney’s Report- Grischow 

 Mayor presented the second reading of ordinance 1308 -10 pertaining to the yearly 
appropriations of funds.  Rathgeber made a motion to accept the ordinance, Kessler 
seconds the motion. 

 
AYES:  RATHGEBER, WARWICK, TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   SVETLIK, BEROLA 

 
 Mayor presented the second reading of ordinance 1309-10; zoning change allowing 
ambulance in B-2 districts. Warwick made a motion to pass ordinance 1309-10, 
Rathgeber seconds the motion. 
 
AYES:   TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  SVETLIK, BEROLA 

 
 There was a short discussion about the horses on Pine Lane; the Mayor suggested the 
Council have Raylene work on changing the ordinance, possibly not allowing any form of 
four legged livestock in the City of Auburn. 

 
IV.  VISITORS 

 Rathgeber gave the report of the Zoning committee from July 14, 2010: 
1.  Tony Magro asked for a change for a portion of 109 S 4th from R-1 to B2.  The 
lot is approximately 72’ wide and this will allow 40’ lot with the house.  Rathgeber 
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stated that no one present had a problem with this rezoning.  Rathgeber made a 
motion to accept the committee’s recommendation to allow the change, second by 
Kessler. 

 
AYES:   TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  SVETLIK, BEROLA  

 
2. Jim and Alicia Boesdorfer of 611 W Madison asked if they could be allowed a 2’ 
setback on their property, which they currently have on one structure, to build a 
bigger garage.  There were no objections to this request.  Rathgeber made a 
motion to accept the zoning board recommendation to allow this variance, second 
by Kessler. 

 
AYES:   TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  SVETLIK, BEROLA 

 
 Mike McCarthy representative to the Otter Lake Water Commission was present to 
discuss the proposed rate increase to the City from the Commission.  Since their revenue 
is down and expenses are up they are going to raise the rates .60¢ per 1,000 gallons of 
water used.  This was the City’s notice of the proposed rate increase.  There was 
discussion on the water problems the have been having and the other possible solutions, 
which will be rather expensive.  The Mayor suggested that the Public Utilities look into 
how much the City will have to raise the rate in order to cover city expenses. The new 
rates begin October 1st and will be on the bills with a reading date of October 1st to 
November 1st. This will be on the bill that is due November 30th.  In the past the City has 
been able to absorb some of the rate increases, but due to the bleak out-look of the City’s 
finances, the City is going to have to increase the rate to the customers. 

 
V MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 The Mayor stated he is still waiting on bids for the ACC.  
 REA had presented a new Franchise for the City to go over. A copy is being sent to 
Raylene for her input. 
 The Mayor announced two birthdays this month: 

  Sue Barrett   7 ½ years    July 17 
  Becky Brummett  15 years and 2 months  July 22                 
 
VI.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 A.   CENTKO 

 Has an application for a part-time officer and he needs training which will cost 
$1,900.00.  Kessler made a motion to send the new officer to school and pay 
$1,900.00 for training, Warwick seconds the motion. 
 
AYES:  TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS: 
ABSENT:  SVETLIK, BEROLA 
 

B. C. POWELL  
 Connie reported that the City received the income tax payment from State in the 
amount of $32,000.00.  This money goes into the General Fund. The State still 
owes us five months of income tax revenue. 
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VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A. PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 

 Johnson reported nothing had changed with the Kennedy Road from the last 
meeting; everything seems to be at a stand still.  There was a discussion about 
replacing the engineer, it was determined that this really isn’t a possibility at this 
time due to the cost and how far along the project is at this time. 

 
B.   PUBLIC UTILITIES – WARWICK 

Warwick said he has the cable franchise agreement from Raylene.  They are 
talking rates of $19.99 for basic and for $28.00 for extended.  
 Jim McClelland has a request to have water to his buildings south of town, 
because he would like to move his business there.  The Council would like him to 
prove ownership of the line. The Mayor and Kessler will meet with him to discuss 
this problem. 

  
C.  HEALTH AND SAFETY – GILLOCK 

 Gillock stated there would be a health and safety meeting on July 20, 2010 at 
6:30.  At 6:15 they will meet with the applicant for the full time police officer.  
Centko will get a recommendation from the PTI board on allowing his training. 

  
D.    HEALTH OFFICER – BEROLA 

 In Berola’s absence, Kessler brought up the problem of the Beth Sheff property, 
at 505 N 11th St. It appears not much has improved and it is in bad shape again.   
Ms. Sheff came to the meeting on December 21, 2009 and stated that she hoped 
to have everything done by the spring of 2010.The Council at that time reduced 
her fine and tried to work with her.  The neighbors are not happy with the state of 
the property and house is not in compliance with the International Building Code.  
The Council decided that if the problems were not addressed by September 7, 
2010 they are going to take further action by involving the County. 

   
E.   PARKS - SVETLIK 

 Tanner reported the outcome of the Parks Committee meeting held on July 7, 
2010.  The AYBSA had presented the committee with the list of improvements 
needed at the baseball diamonds:   

1. The first item was lighting for Mollet and Leonard fields.  This will be a 
rather expensive project and there will have to be money budgeted for this 
project.  Further studies will have to be made on cost and if there are grants 
available.  One of the most important items is to have the electrical box 
moved to a safer place.  Lewis Electric could do this.  
2. The second item was field improvements for Mollet, Merrit and Leonard 
fields, AYBSA said they would purchase the dirt, 100 to 200 tons at a cost 
of approximately $3,200.00; they asked that the city crew assist in the 
spreading and crowning the fields. The Council did not feel that would be 
too much of a problem but they would need to check with Karhliker to 
schedule the work.   
3. The next item that they asked was if the City would check into weed 
control for the fields.  Kessler suggested calling Tim Rothe for an estimate 
as the provide service for the football field and are pretty reasonable.  The 
improvements need to be started in July/August for best result.  An estimate 
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was presented by Tim Rothe for the cost of maintenance for the rest of the 
year and 2011. 
Kessler asked if some of the grant money from Red Bud could be used to 
do the work at this time. Since this is possible, Warwick made a motion to 
use the grant money not to exceed $1,400.00 to do this project.  Tanner 
seconds the motion. 

 
AYES:   TANNER, JOHNSON, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, KESSLER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   SVETLIK, BEROLA 

 
F.   LIBRARY/ TECHNOLOGY – WARWICK 

   The Library Board will meet July 27, 2010 at the Library 
 
VIII.     NEW BUSINESS 

 The Mayor announced that there is a new waste hauler in Auburn, Allied Waste of 
Sangamon County. 

 
IX.    ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion was made by Kessler to adjourn, Rathgeber seconds the motion.  Motion carried 
by voice vote. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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