
CITY OF AUBURN 
Council Minutes 

January 18, 2011 
 

The council meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p. m. 
PRESENT:    J. Powell, Rathgeber, Thornton, Tanner, Warwick, Johnson, Berola. Absent 
Kessler, Gillock, Appelt and Svetlik 
 
I.   City Clerk’s Report- Thornton 

Minutes of the January 3, 2011 council meeting were presented for approval.   Rathgeber 
made a motion to accept the minutes from the meeting and to destroy the recorded copy.  
Warwick seconds and motion passed by voice vote. 

 
II.  Treasurer’s Report- Appelt 

The bills list for January 1, 2011 to January 18, 2011 was presented by the Mayor in the 
absence of Appelt.  Warwick made the motion to approve the bill list, Rathgeber seconds.  
5-0-3 
 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, TANNER, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA,  
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  KESSLER, GILLOCK, SVETLIK 
 
Johnson asked how the City stood with the Water Commission and he was informed that 
the City is paying them $1,500.00 a month until paid. 
The Mayor then presented the financial report ending December 31, 2010 for the 
Councils approval.  Warwick made a motion to accept the financial report as presented, 
second by Rathgeber. 5-0-3 

  
AYES:   RATHGEBER, TANNER, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA,  
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:  KESSLER, GILLOCK, SVETLIK 

  
III.  Attorney’s Report- Grischow   

Raylene stated that we would have the first reading of Ordinance 1318-11,  
pertaining to Electronic attendance at meetings.  This is for conference talks and other 
electronic attendance.  In Section Two it states that the council needs five hours notice 
that there will be an electronic conference. 
First reading of Ordinance 1319-11 pertaining to Freedom of Information Act. 
Raylene informed Berola that only home rule communities had the ability to pass a 
gasoline tax.  

 
IV.  VISITOR’S 

Rathgeber informed the council of the actions of the Zoning Committee on carports.  
They had decided to table this discussion until they gather further information.  They want 
to define the building, talked about having yearly inspections of the building, should have 
a building permit and also Chatham and Rochester has adopted ordinances on carports 
and the committee has asked for copies of their ordinances for examples.  They also 
want to make sure that it is understood that there will be no pods or box vans.  Zoning 
Committee will meet again when they receive copies of the ordinances from the other 
Cities. 
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V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

Mayor stated the City is still struggling but did receive August tax payment from the State. 
 Informed the Council that the State tax was raised and the City would receive 7% of the 

funds. 
 

Birthdays 
Raylene  January 21    1 year 8 months 
Mark Kessler  January 26  14 years 6 months 
Kyle Freligh  January 28    4 years 
 

VI.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 
A.    CENTKO stated that Sue Ellen Barrett had finished her probation and he would like 
to remove her from probation.  Motion by Warwick to take Barrett off of probation second 
by Berola. 
 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, TANNER, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA,  
NAYS:   NONE 

            ABSENT:          KESSLER, GILLOCK, SVETLIK 
 

Centko asked that K. Wedemeyer be taken off of probation.  Motion by Warwick to take 
Wedemeyer off of probation second by Berola. 

 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, TANNER, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA,  
NAYS:   NONE 

             ABSENT:          KESSLER, GILLOCK, SVETLIK 
 

 Centko stated he wished to hire Otis Foster as a part time dispatcher starting at $11.00 
an hour increase to $11.50 after completing a year’s probation.   Rathgeber made a 
motion to hire Foster, Berola seconds. 

 
AYES:   RATHGEBER, TANNER, WARWICK, JOHNSON, BEROLA,  
NAYS:   NONE 

 ABSENT:  KESSLER, GILLOCK, SVETLIK 
  

Centko informed the Council that the department will receive a grant from Illinois Criminal 
Justice for $7,500.00 We had previously lost this grant but the city that it was awarded to 
could not come up with matching funds; therefore it was offered back to Auburn.   The 
Department has the $2,500.00 and will be able to upgrade three computers. 

 
B.   KARHLIKER informed the Council that the City Employees would not be able to go 
to RedBud, Illinois to pick up the playground equipment for the parks. 
They do not have the right equipment to pick the play ground equipment up. 
He also stated that, due to type of material used on the Red Bud Park sign, it cannot be 
repainted. 
The Mayor commended Bill and the City Garage employees on doing a very good job 
plowing snow. 

 
Svetlik arrived at 7:35. 
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VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON 

The Public Works committee had a meeting with homeowners on Kennedy Road 
to discuss the easements.  There were 3 residents from the west side of the road 
and 1 from the east side of the road.  There is already a 50 foot easement on the 
west side of the road from when the sewer was installed and it could possibly be 
used for the road work after an amendment is made to the present easement to 
include the road work.  It will have to be recorded.  Also the City will need a 
temporary easement for the use of supplies and equipment on the west side of 
road. 
Johnson also states he will have a Public Works meeting on February 2, 2011 to 
discuss the parking on Jackson and 7th Street; the meeting will be held at 7:00p.m.  
Centko will check on State requirements on parking on State Routes. 

 
 B.    PARKS- SVETLIK 

Svetlik was told by Karhliker that it is not possible for the City workers to pick up 
the playground equipment from Red Bud, IL.  There is money in the budget to pick 
up the equipment, it will cost $401.00.  The pick up or delivery has to be done by 
the 31st of January to get the discount.  It was also suggested that Svetlik check 
with Mickey Bourne to see if any one donated the present playground equipment. 

 
 C.     LIBRARY –WARWICK 

         Library Board Meeting was meeting at 7:00 on January 18, 2011 at the Library. 
 
VII.  ADJOURNMENT 

Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 7:45, Warwick seconds the motion.  Motion 
carried by voice vote. 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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