
CITY OF AUBURN 
Council Minutes 
February 7, 2011 

 
Mayor Powell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00. P PRESENT: Svetlik, Tanner, 
Johnson, Berola, Powell, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Thornton. ABSENT: Kessler, Appelt 
 
I. The first order of business was passing Ordinance 1318-11, which is for Electronic 

Attendance at meetings rules.  This would allow any Council member not being able to 
be at the meetings in person (as stated in the ordinance) to attend by conference phone.   
After it was determine that there was a quorum present Rathgeber made a motion to 
pass Ordinance 1318-11 and Berola seconds the motion. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:   SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT: KESSLER  

 
After the Ordinance was passed Kessler was invited to participate in the meeting by 
conference call.  This Ordinance states that he is counted as being at the meeting and 
also he is legally able to vote on all motions.  

 
II.  CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON Minutes of the January 18, 2011 were 

presented for approval.  Rathgeber made a motion to accept the minutes as presented 
and to destroy the recorded copy, Tanner second the motion.  Motion passed by voice 
vote. 

 
III. TREASURER’S REPORT – Due to Appelt’s absence, C Powell presented the bill’s list 

from January 20, 2011 to February 7, 2011 for approval. Rathgeber made a motion to 
accept the bill’s list as presented and Tanner seconds the motion. 

 Johnson asked about a check for $3,495.00, Karhliker reported that is was for a new 
pressure washer.  Powell also stated we had received two Income tax checks from the 
State in the amount of $20,960.42 and $21,495.59. Motion passed. 8-0 

 
AYES: SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, 

KESSLER 
NAYS: NONE 

 
IV.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT- GRISCHOW  

Raylene presented Ordinance 1319-11, The Freedom of Information Act for council’s 
approval.  Johnson made a motion to past Ordinance 1319-11, Rathgeber seconds the 
motion. Motion passed. 8-0 
 
AYES:  SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, 

KESSLER   
 NAYS:    NONE 
  

Raylene presented Ordinance 1320-10, which was passed last year, the ordinance had 
to be amended due to the fact the figures listed were not correct.  The correct figures 
Section one:  $85,508.00, Section two:  $42,560.00 and Section three: $69,077.00.  
Warwick made a motion to accept the changes to the ordinance and Johnson seconds 
the motion. Motion passed. 8-0 
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AYES:  SVETLIK, TANNER, JOHNSON, BEROLA, GILLOCK, WARWICK, RATHGEBER, 

KESSLER   
 NAYS:    NONE 
 
 Raylene also informed the Council the lien on 449 South Sixth Street will be released. 
 
VI.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS.  The Mayor stated that there were a few problems with the 

snow plowing because some citizens were pushing snow from their driveways into the 
road, causing problems with traffic. But the garage guys did a good job. Mayor Powell 
suggested that the City may need an Ordinance pertaining to this problem.  Raylene is 
going to work on this for the next meeting.  Also he was asked where people were to go if 
the electricity was off for any length of time.  The Police department has a plan to have 
people come to the council chambers and then use the Fire department buildings.  The 
Chief also stated the City does have cots if people need a place to sleep. 
 

IV. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
A.  CENTKO-The Chief reported that part-time dispatcher, Otis Foster, has started 

training. 
 

B.  KARHLIKER -stated that the play ground equipment was in and right now it is 
outside due to the fact that there isn’t room inside for it, but they are planning on 
putting it inside as soon as possible. 
He said when we lost electricity, the lift stations had to be manually pumped out. 
This was going on at the same time as the snow removal. He was glad we have all 
the employees we have. 
Also he informed the council that the 1999 Cat backhoe is in bad condition and will 
need replacement  and he was just making the Council aware of this as budget 
planning will be started in the near future. 

  He also informed the Council that 98% of the people obeyed the snow   
  parking. 
 
VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. PUBLIC WORKS – JOHNSON   
Johnson reported that the work on changing right of way to easement is coming 
along and he hopes that all easements  will be signed by the end of the month.  
Raylene reported that there were problems with the title company chosen by the 
engineers and she has asked Chicago Title to do the work for the Water 
Commission property.  Also the Upton-Dill property is still in question, because the 
Stratton’s have not been served the necessary papers, as they cannot be located; 
the notice may have to be published in the paper. 
Also the Jodi Road project needs to have the final papers for the engineer; legal 
work had to be redone because of the move to the opposite side of the road.  
Kessler agreed that the line should go all the way north to the Narmont and Rahe 
properties. 
Also the meeting that was to be held last week will be rescheduled in the near 
future and will be announced at the next meeting. 
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B.  PUBLIC UTILITIES- WARWICK 
Warwick stated that when the power went off and then came back on there were 
some problems with furnaces because they all came on together.  Karhliker stated 
that most of this was in the subdivision behind the shopping center. They will be 
able to put in a loop to help control this. 

       
C. HEALTH AND SAFETY   - GILLOCK 

  Gillock informed the Council that it will be time to work with the police  
  Union. 
 
 D. PARKS – SVETLIK 
  Svetlik reported that the baseball committee will help put up the new  
     Playground equipment on April 9, 2011.       
 

E. LIBRARY – WARWICK    
There will be a Library Board meeting on Tuesday February 15, 2011 at the 
Library. 

 
VII. Adjournment 

Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 7:40, Svetlik seconds. Motion passed by voice 
vote. 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Mary E. Thornton 
     City Clerk 
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