
CITY OF AUBURN 
Council Minutes 
March 21, 2011 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joe Powell.  In attendance were Tanner, Johnson, 
Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Thornton, Grischow, Centko, Connie Powell and Karhliker.  
Kessler was present by electronic transmission as he meets all the requirements to do so. 
 
 I.   CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON 

 The Clerk presented the Council with minutes of the last meeting held March 7, 2011 
for approval.  Warwick made a motion to approve the minutes and to destroy the 
recorded minutes, Gillock seconds. Passed by voice vote. 

 
II.  TREASURER’S REPORT- APPELT 

 C. Powell presented the bills list from March 7, 2011 to March 21, 2011 for approval. 
Rathgeber made a motion to approve the bills list and Berola seconds. 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik 
 
 C. Powell then presented the financial statement for the past 10 months.  Rathgeber 
made a motion to accept the financial statement with a second by Tanner. 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik 

 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT - GRISCHOW 

 Raylene reported that all the easements for Kennedy Road were done and the council 
has these. 
 Raylene asked about drawing up an ordinance to set fines for the city all in one section, 
to make it easier to check the fines.  Warwick stated it would be a good idea.  Raylene 
will work on a schedule for the fines and adjust some of them.   She will present it to the 
Council for approval. 

 
IV.    VISITOR’S 

 Jason Garrett was on the agenda to discuss the porch he installed.  The Mayor said he 
is asking for a meeting of the zoning committee to obtain a variance. 

 
V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 As one of the Mayor’s appointments, he recommends the City hire Benton Engineering 
for the MFT work this summer.  There was discussion on this item and Phil Martin of 
Martin Engineering was at the meeting and asks to be used for the MFT road work.  He 
stated that they had hired a person to handle water engineering.  Kessler asked if the 
Mayor needed a motion for the recommendation and was informed yes.  Kessler then 
made a motion to recommend the City hire Benton Engineering for the MFT road work.  
Warwick seconds the motion. 
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AYES:   Berola, Gillock, Kessler 
NAYS:   Tanner, Johnson, Warwick, Rathgeber 
ABSENT:   Svetlik 

 
 Johnson then stated that as Martin Engineering has been working on the Kennedy 
Road Project and also that they had done the work on the roads the last several years he 
felt the City should retain them.  He made the motion to use Martin Engineering to do the 
MFT work for the City.   Warwick stated that as Martin has met the City’s needs he 
seconds the motion.  

 
AYES:   Tanner, Johnson, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:   Berola, Gillock, Kessler 
ABSENT:   Svetlik 

 
 The easements for Jodi Road are ready for signatures. 

 
 Birthdays for the month of March 

March 26, 2011  Laura Carter   3 years and 10 months 
 
VI.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A. CENTKO – Stated they had received a check from the school for working the  
           football games. 
 
B. KARHLIKER – Stated that the pump at the lift station on Barbara Lane has not 

been working.  The city workers had to use the sump pump on it; it will cost 
approximately $4,000.00 to repair it.    This station serves from Edgewood south. 

 
C. C. POWELL – Stated that the Garrett variance will be on April 4, 2011 meeting 

agenda and the regular meeting will be on April 13, 2011. 
 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A.   ADMINISTRATION – Berola told the Council that they all had a tentative budget 
in front of them, to please look it over and he would call another budget meeting to 
discuss any changes. 
 Berola stated that he was not anti-ambulance, but the agreement made two 
years ago with the Ambulance needs to be taken care of.  He stated that the City 
is in need of the building for its own use and that he was making a motion to 
recommend that the Council to direct Raylene to write a letter informing the 
Auburn Ambulance to vacate the garage by June 1,  2011 and repay the City the 
$6,000.00 they received by the disbanded ambulance district.  Gillock seconds the 
motion. 

 
AYES:   Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik 

 
 The $6,000.00 was the amount the City extended to the Sangamac-District when 
it started and was returned to the City when it  disbanded.  The City agreed to 
allow Auburn Area Ambulance to use the money as start up money. 
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 The Administration Committee recommends to the Council to charge $25.00 fee 
if the City employees can not get onto a residence property because of locked 
gates or dogs to read meters.  He then made a motion to do so, but it was decided 
that this needed to be in ordinance form.  He rescinded the motion and made a 
motion to instruct the Attorney to add this to the ordinance dealing with 
obstructions in front of meters; this will included a $25.00 fine every time the 
obstruction is found.  Rathgeber seconds the motion. 

 
AYES:   Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik 

 
C. Powell stated there were several properties with this problem, but several call to 
check to see when the meters will be read. 
 Berola also stated that the committee recommends that Lewis Electric be 
allowed to replace the electrical distribution panel at Merritt Field, the amount not 
to exceed $15,000.00.  Rathgeber seconds. 

 
AYES:   Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Svetlik 

 
Berola also stated that the work on the Ball Fields is in this year’s budget and 
repairs to the Community Center and City Hall are in next year’s budget. 

 
B.   PUBLIC WORKS- Johnson   stated that he, the Mayor and Rathgeber went out to 

visit the residence on Kennedy Road to get some easements signed.  He was 
hoping to get a couple more done this evening.   Also, the Water Commissions 
attorney has a problem with some wording on the easement and it will be 
discussed at their meeting. The Chairman had already signed the easement. 
 At the Public Works meeting the parking on Seventh Street was discussed and 
also the parking on Rt104 City limits. The committee recommended that there be 
no parking allowed on either side of 104 (Jackson Street) 24/7, also no parking on 
Seventh Street North of Jackson Street to the City limits, and no parking on 
Senseney and Trojan Road. The fine suggested was $25.00 for the first offense 
and $50.00 for second.    
 It was suggested that no un-motorized vehicles, trailers, motor homes, campers, 
etc.  be allowed to park on the road right of way. A motions was made by Johnson 
as stated above for both no parking and no parking for non-motorized vehicles. 
Second by Berola.  

 
AYES:   Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Svetlik 

 
C.   PUBLIC UTILITIES – Warwick stated there would be a Public Utilities meeting on 

March 30, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. and the agenda would include meter fees and also 
rates for filling swimming pools and the sewer rate for this. 

 
D.   HEALTH AND SAFETY – Gillock stated that on March 23, 2011 was the date to 

begin negotiations with the FOP. 
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E.   HEALTH OFFICER – The property at 115 North Seventh Street was brought to 

the attention of the council again.  It was health officer’s suggestion that the owner 
of the property be asked if he has a waste transfer station license and to inform 
him that his property was not zoned to be used as such.  The renter will be sent a 
letter to remove the tires and clean up the yard. If there is still a problem by April 
15, 2011 he will be asked to attend the April 18, 2011 Council meeting.  The owner 
of the property will be ask to attend the meeting also.  It was suggested that 
pictures be taken to start building a case on this property. 

 
F.   PARKS   April 2, 2011 is the date to set up play ground equipment at the ball field.  

Karhliker will see that the equipment is moved to the area 
 

G. LIBRARY – Warwick stated there will be a Library Board meeting on March 22, 
2011 and the Garage Sale was a success. 

 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn by Rathgeber at 8:20 to and Warwick made the second.   Motion was 
passed by voice vote. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Mary Thornton 
City Clerk 
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