
CITY OF AUBURN 
Council Minutes 

April 4, 2011 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Joe Powell.  Present: Joe Powell, Tanner, Johnson, 
Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Thornton, Grischow, Centko, Connie Powell and Karhliker.  
Absent: Kessler, Appelt. The Mayor made the recommendation to allow Svetlik to attend the 
meeting electronically.  Warwick made the motion to allow this, Johnson seconds the motion, 
the motion passed by voice vote.  Svetlik was present by electronic transmission as she meets 
all the requirements to do so 
 
 I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – Thornton 

 The Clerk presented the Council with minutes of the last meeting of March 21, 2011 for 
approval.  Warwick made a motion to approve the minutes and to destroy the recorded 
minutes, Rathgeber seconds the motion.  Motion was passed by voice vote. 

 
II.  TREASURER’S REPORT- Appelt 

 C. Powell presented the bills list from March 22, 2011 to March 31, 2011 for approval. 
Rathgeber made a motion to approve the bills list and Tanner seconds. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:   Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Svetlik 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Kessler 

 
III.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

 Raylene reported that that she is going to finish the snow ordinance and email it to the 
Council to go over before the next meeting. 
 Grischow stated that she has tried to reach Todd Wise in reference to the garage on the 
corner of Fifth and Jackson (517 W Jackson Street).  He has not gotten back with her yet.   

 
IV.  VISITOR’S 

 Walt and Sharon Miller was present to present a petition from citizens living on 7th 
Street, it pertains to the City not allowing parking on 7th Street.  Kelli Morton was also 
present as she lives on the corner of Jackson and 7th; she is concerned with parking for 
visitors.  Everyone is aware that there are some safety problems and it was decided that 
the ordinance would go back to committee. The people living on 7th Street and Jackson 
can come to the committee meeting and work with the City to come up with the a 
satisfactory solution.  The Public Works meeting will be held April 27, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 
to discuss this issue.  It was suggested that it might be a good idea to invite the school 
bus drivers to attend also. 
 Eric Milholland, (Mr. Haggles) was not present, but the council discussed his request of 
operating a flea market on the street between Jackson and VanBuren and having the 
street closed on Friday and Saturdays. 
The Council was going to deny the request and Warwick was going to make a motion 
when Berola read Ordinance 22-25 which prohibits the use of a city street, sidewalk or 
public place for display or sale of goods.  Warwick rescinded his motion. Berola said that 
flea markets are a good place to find stolen items as they are not regulated by any laws.   
 Joe Bell of 717 West Monroe Street asked the Council again about planting bushes, 
trees, etc. on the right- of- way. He was again informed that the City does not allow this; 
he asked if he could plant blue bells. 
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 Rathgeber gave the Zoning Committees recommendation to allow a variance at 115 
North Kennedy.  The set back will be moved from 25 feet to 8 feet. He made the motion 
to recommend this to the Council; Berola seconds the motion as there were no objections 
to this. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:   Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Kessler 

 
V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 The Mayor recommended that the Council hire Lawrence Travis, to do the City’s audit 
for the year ending May 2010.  Gillock made the motion to accept the Mayor’s 
recommendation to hire Travis to do the City’s audit, not to exceed $5,700.00 second by 
Rathgeber. 7-0-1 
 
AYES:   Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Kessler 

 
 Birthdays for the month of March 

Don Tate (Part time dispatcher)  9 years and 9 months 
 
VI.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A. KARHLIKER – Stated that he had two bids to cut down a tree at 201 W Caldwell.  
Carter Tree Service bid was $300.00 and Hemberger tree service was $290.00 a 
motion was made by Warwick to hire Hemberger to remove the tree, Berola 
seconds. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:   Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Kessler 

 
 Karhliker stated that Martin Engineering was coming over Wednesday to go over 
the roads to see which will need serviced this year.  He hopes we will have the 
information by the first meeting in May. 
 Karhliker presented the Council with a complete equipment list.  He stated that 
he felt the 1994 Chevrolet was not worth fixing up.  Johnson made a motion to 
declare the 1994 Chevrolet surplus property and sell to the highest bidder.  Bids 
will be opened at 12:00 noon on April 29, 2011.  Warwick seconds. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:   Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Kessler 

 
8: 00p.m. Svetlik’s call was lost at this time. 
 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A.   ADMINISTRATION – Berola told the Council that there will be an Administration 
Meeting on April 20th at 7:00 to discuss the budget. 

 
B.  PUBLIC WORKS- Johnson stated that the work on the easements is continuing.  

Raylene stated that the Emmert’s easement is in and filed. 
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C.   PUBLIC UTILITIES – Warwick stated he would like to hold a meeting of the 

committee on April 27, 2011 at 6:30 and the agenda would include meter fees and 
also rates for filling swimming pools and the sewer rate for these. There was not a 
quorum for their last meeting. 

 
  D.   HEALTH AND SAFETY – Gillock requested a short executive meeting. 
 

E.   HEALTH OFFICER – Berola stated he was still trying to get with Don Kern to 
discuss the trailer across from the 104 Store. 

 
F.   PARKS - Warwick stated that he Tanner and Gillock worked on the new 

playground equipment.  They worked six hours and decided that the City should 
hire the people who put together the equipment.  It will cost the City $1,200.00 to 
have the equipment constructed.  Warwick stated that all the Parks have been 
upgraded in the past five years. 

 
G. LIBRARY – Warwick stated there will be a Library Board meeting on April 19, 

2011.  He stated he will let the Council know whose terms are up on Library Board. 
 
Gillock made a motion to go into executive session at 8:00, second by Berola passed by voice 
vote. 
Rathgeber made a motion to go back into regular session at 8:15, second by Johnson, passed 
by voice vote. 
 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor asks for a motion to adjourn. Rathgeber made a motion at 8:25 to adjourn and 
Johnson made the second.   Motion was passed by voice vote. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Mary Thornton 
City Clerk 
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