
CITY OF AUBURN 
Council Minutes 

April 18, 2011 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell.  Present: Joe Powell, Svetlik, Tanner, 
Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Rathgeber, Thornton, Appelt, Grischow, Centko, Connie 
Powell, and Karhliker.  Absent: Warwick. The Mayor made the recommendation to allow Kessler 
to attend the meeting electronically, Gillock made the motion to allow this, Rathgeber seconds 
the motion, passed by voice vote.  Kessler was present by electronic transmission as he meets 
all the requirements to do so 
 
 I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – Thornton 

 The Clerk presented the Council with minutes of April 18, 2011 for approval.  Svetlik 
made a motion to approve the minutes and to destroy the recorded minutes, Rathgeber 
seconds the motion.  Passed by voice vote. 

 
II.  TREASURER’S REPORT- Appelt 

 Appelt presented the bills list from April 1, 2011 to April 18, 2011 for approval. 
Rathgeber made a motion to approve the bills list and accept the financial report as 
presented. Svetlik seconds. 7-0 

 
AYES:   Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Rathgeber 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT: Warwick 

 
Warwick arrived at 7:20pm 
 
III.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

 Raylene asked the council if everyone had time to go over the Snow Removal 
ordinance and if there were any changes. Rathgeber stated he was concerned by the 
section on “removal of snow from sidewalks”. Rathgeber has several senior citizens in his 
ward that are not able to shovel snow. There was additional discussion on this matter. 
Gillock said the general assembly is working on some type of snow removal ordinance. It 
was suggested that this be tabled and take out the part about sidewalks. 
 Grischow presented the Obstruction of Meters ordinance and included every type of 
obstruction she could think of, she also included a provision for a $25.00 fine each time 
the City had to go back and read the meter. Berola made a motion to accept the first 
reading and to change verbiage back to read the meter and the City will use the same 
procedure for collection as it does now. Second by Tanner. 8-0 
 
AYES: Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS: None 
 

IV.  VISITOR’S 
 Zoning - Rathgeber gave the report from the Zoning meeting held April 4, 2011 on a 
variance request from the Kingdom Hall at 1127 W North Street. They would like a set 
back of 21’ instead of 25’ to build a carport. Rathgeber stated that there were no 
objections from anyone and made a motion to accept the Zoning Board’s 
recommendation to allow the set back of 21’. Second by Warwick. 8-0 
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AYES: Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS: None 
 
 
 Barb Woods - status of dilapidated house at 917 W Maple Street. Ms. Woods stated 
she wants to have house torn down and is working on refinancing her house to have the 
money to do this. Ms. Woods asked the council for a time limit of 6 months to get this 
project done.  Berola stated he felt this was too long of a time period and suggested 3 
months, which Ms. Woods agreed to. It was suggested she come back to the July 18, 
2011 council meeting and let the City know the status of this project. Ms. Woods agreed 
to this.  
 Chris Jacobs, owner of 115 N 7th Street, was not present. This address has had 
problems with the tenant “junking” from it. This area is not zoned for this type of business 
but is zoned as residential. The City has sent letters November 13, 2009, December 8, 
2009, April 2010 and again March 28, 2011. The last letter was sent to the Jacobs and 
the tenant, Eric Hergenrother, to inform them they are in violation of ordinance 13-87 and 
the City was going to start fining the property $25.00 a day for every day it remains a 
nuisance. Berola asked Chief Centko to take pictures of this property for the next 2 
weeks and also take pictures of 707 N 5th Street which is the tenant’s fathers residence 
due to the fact that 115 N 7th Street has moved items to 707 N 5th Street. The City is still 
in the time frame of the ordinance to declare this a nuisance and begin fines.  
 Cyd Walter was present to ask about the parking on State Route 104/ Jackson Street. 
Walter was informed there will be a meeting April 27, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers to discuss this issue.  

 
V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 Birthdays  
Otis Foster April 22 - 4 months 

 
VI.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A. Centko – Stated the biggest trailer they were having parking problems with has 
been moved due to the discussion of the new ordinance that will be passed.  

 
B.  Karhliker - stated that his crew has ran the grader over the alleys in town which 

hasn’t been done for a couple of years.   
 Karhliker - had a meeting with the USM Gas Association about next year’s gas. 
Ron Ragan feels the price may fluctuate about $1.00. Ragan is going to call and 
talk to C Powell to see what funds will be budgeted for next year.   
 Karhliker - the belly mower is going bad and needs to be replaced. Sievers gave 
the best price with trade-in.  
 Karhliker- Rod Johnson is going to inform the council about MFT in his report. 
The funds available are $157,833.00 

 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A.   ADMINISTRATION – Berola stated that the City needs to budget at least $10,000 
to tear down Brad Barton’s house at 1027 W Adams St. The process started last 
year and the city was told the house was going to be re-built, which never 
happened. A letter will have to be sent to the estate giving them 30 days to 
respond and it will have to be published in the paper for 30 days. It is believed 
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Sangamon County can assist in tearing the house down and then the City should 
be able to auction off the property. 

 There will be an administration meeting on April 20, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. to finalize 
the budget and discuss the Auburn Area Ambulance’s need to move out of the 
City Garage.  

  Berola stated that new committee appoints should be made for newly elected 
aldermen who take office May 2, 2011.  

 
B.  PUBLIC WORKS- Johnson reported that based on the proposal from Martin 

Engineering for doing several streets this year it will cost $157,852 with a 4% 
engineering fee included. The total will be approximately $164,316.00. Johnson 
made a motion to pass the resolution approving $170,000.00 of MFT money for 
roads. There is around $380,000.00 in MFT money. Berola seconds. 8-0  

 
 AYES: Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 

NAYS: None  
 
  Note: $120,000.00 is being used for Kennedy Road. 
 

The bridge on Panther Creek Road may be replaced towards the end of the year 
which may cause some problems with the road.  
 Two more easements have been signed for the Kennedy Road Project. 
 The lighting resolution for Huntington Drive in Willemore Estates has been tabled. 
The Plat was rescinded when the property was sold at auction. The Zoning 
committee had not seen the plans for this and council could not do anything about 
the lighting.  Therefore this needs to start over as a new subdivision and go before 
the Zoning Board. AMERENIllinois will not do anything until there is an approved 
plat. The Mayor will contact Craig Ladage and discuss this with him. Johnson 
suggested the City hire Benton and Associates to do the engineering on this 
project due to the fact that Martin Engineering is Craig Ladage’s engineer. A letter 
will need to be sent to Ladage officially informing him what will need to be done.  
 

C.   PUBLIC UTILITIES – Warwick stated he would like to hold a meeting of the 
committee on April 27, 2011 at 6:30 and the agenda would include meter fees for 
water and sewer. 

  One easement for the Jodi Road Project needs adjustments.  
 

D. HEALTH OFFICER – Berola stated he will have a letter sent to Donnita’s 
informing them that the trailer at 210 South 11th Street must be torn down. First 
notice will declare it a nuisance and then if not cleaned up the fine process will 
start.  

 
F.   PARKS - Svetlik stated that it had been a pleasure working with the Mayor and 

Council for the past four years and then had Tanner give the parks report.  
  Tanner made a motion to purchase a Kubota Lawn Tractor B2620 HSH from 

Sievers in the Amount of $12,524.00 with trade-in. Second by Svetlik. 8-0 
  
 AYES: Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 

NAYS: None  
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 Tanner presented bid to the Council from Lewis Electric for $400.00 - overhead 
service removal and to install a new 800 AMP service in the amount of $13,231.00 
for Leonard Field. Tanner will get with Lewis and set up a time to do this. The key 
to the electrical box will be kept at the concession stands. Tanner made a motion 
to spend an additional $8,685.00 to bury the 400 AMP service. Second by 
Warwick.  
 
AYES: Svetlik, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS: None 

 
G. LIBRARY – Warwick stated there will be a Library Board meeting on April 19, 

2011.  There will be 3 openings for new board members this year. 
 
VIII.  ADJOURNMENT 

Rathgeber made a motion at 8:50 p.m. to adjourn and Warwick made the second.   
Motion was passed by voice vote. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Mary Thornton 
City Clerk 
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