
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 6, 2011 
 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the flag. Present: 
Powell, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Thornton, Appelt, Grischow, and Kessler. 
Mayor made recommendation to allow Kessler to attend the meeting electronically as he has 
met all the requirements to do so. Motion by Tanner to allow this, second by Warwick. Passed 
by voice vote. Absent: Hemmerle, Johnson 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT - Thornton 

 Minutes of the May 23, 2011 meeting were presented for approval. Motion by Warwick 
second by Rathgeber to approve the minutes. Passed by voice vote. 

 
II. TREASURER’S REPORT - Appelt 

 Bills list for May 17, 2011 through June 6, 2011 was presented for approval. Motion by 
Warwick second by Rathgeber to accept the bills list. 6-0-2 
 
AYES:  Tanner, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Johnson, Hemmerle 

 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT - Grischow 

 Presented Ordinance 1324-11 pertaining to Identity Theft Program. This ordinance 
needs passed. Warwick made a motion to waive the two readings of this ordinance and 
accept it. Warwick made motion to pass ordinance 1324-11. Second by Berola. 6-0-2 
 
AYES:  Tanner, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Rathgeber, Warwick 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle, Johnson 
 
 Presented Ordinance 1323-11 Parking Limits for second reading. Kessler had concerns 
about contractors working on homes that would require them to park on the streets longer 
then two hours. Discussed this issue and could possibly issue a permit to allow them to 
park longer if they were working on the property. Decided to table for Raylene to re-write 
and have second reading at next council meeting. 
 
 Ms. Shores had filed a complaint with the AG's office, Consumer Protection Division.  In 
response to the Complaint, Raylene wrote the AG and informed them that this issue had 
nothing to do with consumer fraud and requested the AG close their file.  In response to 
the letter the AG telephoned Raylene.  Once again Raylene informed them that this issue 
had nothing to do with consumer fraud, but a resident who did not want to follow a City 
ordinance. When Ms. Shores applied for a permit for 1013 W Jackson Street, she did not 
have on the application the type of fence nor the height.  The building inspector told 
Shores in order for the fence to be legal they will have to finish the fence 50% open not to 
exceed four feet in height, (from the end of the neighbor’s house to the property line). If 
the fence is finished with six foot high sections and not 50% open there will be a $100.00 
a day fine imposed for every day until the fence is corrected. 
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IV. VISITORS  
 Steve Brooks was present to ask permission from the City to use Trojan Field for the 
third annual Josh Brooks Softball tournament. In the past the City has not charged a 
deposit nor for utilities and has allowed use of the concession stand. Brooks has checked 
with AYBSA and June 25, 2011 is agreeable with everyone. Tanner made motion to allow 
the use of Trojan Field and waive all fees. Second by Berola. 6-0-2 
 
AYES:  Tanner, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle, Johnson 
 
 Discussed property at 1224 Pine Lane. A letter was sent requesting property to be 
mowed. The property is in foreclosure and the bank that is in charge of it is in Houston, 
Texas. After discussion Berola made a motion to declare property a nuisance and have 
City mow it and charge Bank $100.00 per lot each time City mows them and $100.00 fine 
for each lot. Gillock seconds motion. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:  Tanner, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle, Johnson 
 
 The Auburn Area Ambulance will give a status of the building at the first meeting in July.  
 
 Rathgeber stated there were two issues to come before the Zoning Committee on June 
20, 2011. He stated that he had talked to the members of the Zoning Committee and they 
had no problems with the granting the variance on one. The ambulance squad asked for 
a variance for a four foot extension on the front of the building at 501 West Jackson 
Street so the ambulances will fit in the building. Rathgeber stated as no one on the 
committee had any objections and in order for the Squad to continue on their building he 
made a motion to allow the variance on 501 West Jackson Street. Berola seconds the 
motion. 6-0-2 
 
AYES:  Tanner, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle, Johnson 
 
 The second issue for the Zoning Board was a variance request from Barry Pohlod of 
223 E Wineman requesting a reduction is setbacks to construct a garage. Rathgeber 
spoke with Zoning Board members and they agreed a variance was not necessary. The 
fact that a variance was not needed when the house at 223 E Wineman was built, the 
Council felt a variance was not needed for Pohlod to construct a garage. Motion by 
Gillock to refund $200.00 fee to Pohlod because variance was not needed. Second by 
Rathgeber. 6-0-2 
 
AYES:  Tanner, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Johnson, Hemmerle 

 
V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 Mayor stated there were several complaints about solicitors/peddlers and felt the 
ordinance on the books should be enforced until the ordinance is updated. Rathgeber 
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made a motion to use the Peddler’s application with the ordinance papers attached as 
presented tonight. Second by Tanner. 6-0-2 
 
AYES:  Tanner, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle, Johnson 
 
It was suggested to raise the rates for a Peddler’s license. This will be included in the 
new ordinance. 

 
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A. Karhliker - the bids are in for MFT work which he hopes to start the week of  
June 27, 2011. 
 Karhliker stated that 21 gas meters have been replaced. The city has to replace 
70 meters a year.  
 

B.  C. Powell - stated she and Derek Lomelino, the Building Inspector have been 
talking about the fees for building permits. Derek felt that our permit fees are too 
low for the amount of work that goes into issuing them. There will be a meeting to 
discuss this once Kessler returns.  

 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A. Public Works - Johnson 

 Rathgeber reported on the bid opening for MFT work to be done this summer. 
Only one bid was received for crushed stone. Rathgeber made a motion to accept 
bid from Central Stone Co. out of Hannibal Missouri in the amount of $22,063.05 
for CA16 crushed stone. Second by Warwick. 
 
AYES:  Tanner, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle, Johnson 
 
 The bid for seal coat and spreading of crushed stone was awarded to IRC out of 
Jacksonville Illinois in the amount of $92,924.15. Rathgeber made a motion to 
award bid to IRC. Second by Warwick. 
 
AYES:  Tanner, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle, Johnson  
 
 Mayor reported on school board meeting that he, Johnson, Rathgeber and 
Karhliker attended in regards to the school drainage problem. Discussed an idea 
the school had and Karhliker suggested that a line that is by the old 
superintendent’s office be used. The water drains into the pond by the baseball 
fields and the whistle that built in the 1800’s takes it under the railroad tracks. The 
whistle really needs to be replaced because it is no longer big enough to take the 
water away as fast as it should.  Mayor Powell has been talking with railroad 
officials about this problem. 

 
B. Public Utilities - Warwick 

 AMERENIllinois and Newwave have been notified that Timberbrooke is ready for 
electric and cable. 
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C. Public Health - Berola 
 Berola stated that weed letters were sent out and the problems were taken care 
of. A house at 1016 W Adams has a drainage problem. An addition was built that 
has a bathroom and the plumbing, which is under a slab, drains into the back yard 
and neighbor’s yard. This is causing a health problem since the water just sits 
there. A letter was sent to the resident giving them a week to abate the problem. 
At this time the corrections still have not been made. Berola felt the City should 
send a letter giving the resident until June 13th, 2011 to fix the problem. The letter 
should include that the plumbing must be inspected making sure it is correct 
before it is covered. The City may have to enter into an agreement with County to 
have them do the inspection. 

 
D. Parks - Tanner 

 Tanner stated that Dave Lewis is waiting for a back ordered piece to finish the 
job and hopes to have it done next week. 

 
E. Library - Warwick 

 Warwick stated that applications for library board have to be submitted by June 
10, 2011. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 Motion by Rathgeber to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. Second by Gillock. Passed by voice vote 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Mary Thornton 
City Clerk 
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