
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

June 20, 2011 
 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Powell at 7:00 p.m. Present: Powell, Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Thronton, Appelt, Grischow, and Kessler. Mayor made 
recommendation to allow Kessler to attend the meeting electronically as he has met all the 
requirements to do so. Motion by Warwick to allow this, second by Rathgeber. Passed by voice 
vote. Absent: Tanner 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT - Thornton 

 Minutes of the June 6, 2011 meeting were presented for approval. Motion by Rathgeber 
second by Hemmerle to approve the minutes. Passed by voice vote. 

 
II. TREASURER’S REPORT - Appelt 

 Bills list for June 8, 2011 thru June 20, 2011 was presented for approval. Motion by 
Warwick second by Rathgeber to accept the bills list. 7-0-1 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Tanner 
 
 Appelt presented the financial statement ending May 31, 2011. Motion by Rathgeber 
second by Gillock to accept financial statement. 7-0-1 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Tanner 
 

 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT - Grischow 

 Presented Ordinance 1323-11 pertaining to Parking Limits for the second reading. The 
Council went ahead with Warwick making a motion to pass this with a second by 
Johnson, but with the provision to add a section to allow contractors the ability to obtain a 
permit to park longer if they were doing work on the property. 7-0-1.  
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Rathgeber, Warwick 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Tanner 
 
 Presented the following ordinances for the first reading of each 
 Ordinance 1325-11 Street Definitions 
 Ordinance 1326-11 Appropriations for Fiscal Year (2011-2012) 
 Ordinance 1327-11 Prevailing Wage 
Copies of Ordinances 1326-11 & 1327-11 are in the City Office for any member that 
wishes to read them. 
 
 

IV. VISITORS  
 Robbin Terry was present to give the status of Auburn Area Ambulance building. There 
was a short delay due to weather but they are working on it.  
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 Kevin McDermott, Attorney for Beverly Shores, was present to discuss the fence issue 
at 1013 West Jackson Street. McDermott stated that a building permit had been issued 
and it allowed them to build a fence. It was explained to Mr. McDermott that there are 2 
separate lots and the height of the fence should not have been higher than 4 feet. When 
the constructing of the fence had halted, there were conversations with Ms. Shores that 
only a 4 foot fence would be allowed the rest of the way due to a problem of blocking 
vision because the fence was too high. There was a reasonable amount of time for Ms. 
Shores to change the plans; she was informed that the fine of $100.00 a day will be 
imposed from June 13, 2011 until the problem is abated. If the fine is not paid, the utilities 
will be turned off.  
 
 Problems at 900 Lincoln Street #14 & 15 owned by Barbara Hoodak-Henn were taken 
care of.  
 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 Mayor made the following recommendations to the Council to serve on the Library 
Board, there were 5 applicants and 2 of them did not have library cards. Mayor 
recommended Julie Waghorn, Lisa Talley and Carrie Seiler. Seiler is currently on the 
library board. Warwick made a motion to accept mayor’s recommendation. Second by 
Gillock. Second by Tanner. 7-0-1 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Tanner 
 
 Mayor stated there will be a meeting with the Water Commission Tuesday, June 21, 
2011 and advised he was going and asked if anyone else wanted to go.  
 
 Wednesday, June 22, 2011 between 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at the County Building 
there will be a Citizens Efficiency Board meeting. The board is looking to recommend a 
person in this area to serve on the board.  
 
 Birthdays  

Dewaine Hoagland  June 24th   12 years 
 
 First meeting in July will be on Tuesday, July 5th at 7 p.m. due to the July 4th Holiday.  
 

VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
A. Centko - reported that the computers they got with the grant are in and installed. 

 Stated the officers are going to need new vests. 
 Asked what could be done about junkers going down the alleys and going 
through the trash. Raylene will look into this.  
 Mayor asked about the Peddler’s Ordinance and it is still being worked on. 
Suggested asking Riverton & Grandview to see their ordinance. Need to set 
specific hours of operation and a time limit of 7 days should be set to obtain a 
peddlers license. 
 Centko stated he received the M16 that was ordered.  
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VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A. Administration - Berola 

  Stated that Section 8-20 of the City Code book states that even if a building 
permit is issued, the person receiving the permit still has to follow the building 
code. This is in reference to the building permit issued to Ms. Shores for the fence 
at 1013 W Jackson Street.  

 
B. Public Works - Johnson 

 Reported that he, Martin Engineering and Raylene met to go over the easements 
for the Kennedy Road Project. Easements are ready to be recorded and Martin’s 
will send the final design to IDOT. Johnson will request a copy also be sent to the 
City.  
 Karhliker arrived at meeting and advised that the Gas Alliance Insurance will 
increase to $837.00 for this year. The City had 1,674 meters as of November 2010 
at a current dues rate of $2.00 and the amount paid for year 2011 will be 
$3,348.00 The projected rate for 2012 dues will be $2.50 and the projected 
amount will be $4,185.00; this is the increase. 
 Due to the weather the rock and oiling is pushed back to June 27th, 2011. All the 
rock is in. 
 The school installed a 90 degree pipe to see if this helps with the flooding 
problems. Karhliker was told that, if this caused any flooding for the City, he is 
instructed to pull the pipe.  
 There was discussion about the whistle under the railroad for drainage. Mayor 
has made the railroad aware of the problem, in hopes that the railroad will include 
these repairs in their budget. 
 
  

C. Health and Safety - Gillock 
 Gillock asked Karhliker to check the drain at the corner of 9th and Monroe; there 
was a drainage problem during the last rain.  
 Asked that Karhliker keep an eye on the Township Garage due to some rocking 
they have done in that area. 

 
D. Health Officer - Berola 

 Berola gave an update on 1016 W Adams and the drainage issue. The plumber 
they originally hired wasn’t able to do the job, so resident is hiring another 
plumber. Berola stated if they have not corrected the problem by Friday, June 24, 
2011 that the City should go ahead and turn off their utilities until the problem is 
abated. 
 Suggested that Hergenrother 707 N 5th Street should be sent a letter about their 
tires. This is the father of Eric Hergenrother of 115 N 7th Street and they seem to 
move stuff back and forth between the two houses.  
 Barb Woods of 917 W Maple came to council meeting in May and stated she 
was going to tear down the house. Woods called the Mayor and now would like to 
sell the house and divide the lots. The property currently is divided going north and 
south  and she would like to divide it going east and west. The house that she is 
currently living in will need new taps for utilities because she is currently getting 
services from the house that she was going to tear down. Discussed that this may 
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be able to be done but she needs to have property surveyed and go through the 
proper channels. 
 

E. Parks- Tanner  
 Warwick reported that Lewis Electric has the panels to complete the job at the 
baseball field and suggested to call Lewis and have him wait until next week until 
the games are over.   

 
F. Library - Warwick 
  There will be a Library Board meeting Tuesday evening, June 21, 2011. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 Motion by Warwick to adjourn at 8:00 p.m. Second by Rathgeber. Passed by voice vote 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Mary Thornton 
City Clerk 
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