
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

July 5, 2011 
  
Mayor Joe Powell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00; Present: Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Thornton, Grischow, and C. Powell, Centko. Absent: 
Warwick, Appelt. 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON   Minutes of the June 20, 2011 were presented 

for approval.  Rathgeber made a motion to approve the minutes and to destroy the 
recorded copy. Gillock seconds.  Motion carried by voice vote. 

  
II. TREASURER’S REPORT –The bills list from June 21st thru June 30, 2011 was 

presented.  Rathgeber made a motion to accept the bills list, second by Kessler. 7-0-1 
 

AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Kessler, Gillock, Rathgeber 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Warwick 

 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

 Raylene then presented the following Ordinances to the Council for the second reading 
of each; Ordinance 1325-11 Street Definitions, Rathgeber made a motion to pass 
ordinance 1325-11 second by Johnson. 7-0-1 
 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Warwick 

 
Warwick arrived at 7:15. 
 

 Ordinance 1326-11 Appropriations for fiscal year, Warwick made a motion to pass 
Ordinance 1326-11 second by Tanner. 8-0 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Warwick 
NAYS:   None 

 
 Ordinance 1327-11 Prevailing Wages Gillock made a motion to pass Ordinance 1327-
11 second by Berola. 8-0 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Warwick 
NAYS:   None  

 
 Discussed Citations for Violations Ordinance.  Raylene and Centko had discussed 
issuing Citations instead of writing letters.  This would allow less time in getting some of 
the violations taken care of.   The person in violation would have to come to the Council 
meeting if they disagreed with the citation or pay it.  There would be three copies of the 
citation; this would need a change in the ordinances.   The Citation could be written by 
the Building inspector, Health Officer, and the three Department heads.  Berola made a 
motion to direct Raylene to draft an ordinance to allow the enforcement citations to be put 
into effect and to approve the people who can issue the citations.  Warwick seconds. 8-0 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS:   None 
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 Amend Zoning Ordinance, Section 8- Administration. This should state that the owner 
of record is the only person who can apply for a variance on a piece of property.  
Johnson made a motion that only the owner of record can apply for a variance, second 
by Hemmerle. 8-0 
 
AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS:  None 

 
IV: VISITORS 

  Robbin Terry was present to inform the council the status on the new building for the 
Ambulance.  They are waiting on trusses and they should be in this week. 
 Barb Woods, 917 West Maple, she is waiting for a survey in order to make a decision 
on how to divide. 
 Steve Hergenrother, 707 North 5th Street, after discussion on this property, it was 
decided it should be declared a nuisance in order to start the fine, Warwick made the 
motion to declare the property at 707 North 5th street a nuisance and begin the fine of 
$100.00 a day until the nuisance is abated. When cleaned up the city needs to inspect 
the property.   Hemmerle seconds. 8-0 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS: None 

 
 Berola stated that the property of 115 North 7th Street needs to be declared a nuisance.  
He stated that the fine should be $100.00 a day until abated.  There should also be a 
copy of the letter sent to Chris Jacob's, owner of the property informing him there is still a 
problem. Berola made a motion to declare 115 N 7th Street a nuisance. Warwick seconds. 
8-0 

 
AYES  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 

 NAYS:  None 
 

 The people living on these two properties need to be reminded that they do not have a 
license to haul junk and also the area’s they live in are not zoned for junking. 
 

V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS    
 The Mayor attended the Water Commission meeting on Tuesday, June 21, 2011.  The 
Mayors in attendance were informed by the engineer Hessel and Shay that there will be 
48 cents per 1000 gallon of water increase.  They had to do a survey for 12 months and 
four of the twelve months in a row the readings were not right. The State has informed 
them that they will have to put in the new lighting system to process the water by 2014. 
 The Mayor then reported on the Citizens Efficiency Board meeting at the County on 
Junes 22, 2011, the towns present, Divernon, Pawnee, Southern View, Spaulding, 
Curran and Auburn.  They were to submit two names for the Regional Planning 
Committee and they submitted one willing to serve, Mike Murphy from Divernon. 

 
 Birthdays this month  

Whitney Stuva    Library     June 11    3 years and 7 months 
Sue Barrett     Dispatcher   June 17    1 year and 7½ months. 
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VI:   DEPARTMENTS HEADS 

A. Centko reported that there will be rapid deployment training at the school here in 
Auburn.  The new thinking on hostage situation in schools is that the first three 
officers arriving on the scene form a team and go in and take out the shooter. This 
is an inter agency department program to promote team building skills.  All the 
police officers in the state will have this training. 

 
B. The Mayor stated that the city crew were going to try and work on painting the 

bandstand.   
 There was an email from Russ Johnson on how well the street department did 
on oil and chipping Santa Fe Drive, Chisholm and Conestoga.   
 It was stated that the oiling and rock went well and seemed not to bleed like it 
had sometimes in the past. 
 The person living in the house on 4th and Monroe Street which dead ends there 
and the City owns a small strip of ground approximately 20’ x 13’ behind this 
gentleman’s garage; he  may be interested in buying it.  Raylene will do some 
research on this property and report the next meeting. 

 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. PUBLIC WORKS – Johnson reported that the MFT work was complete and a job 
well done.   
 He felt Martin will have the plans on Kennedy submitted to IDOT next week.  He 
then inquired about the drainage at the Township garage, no one had checked. 

 
B. HEALTH OFFICER – Berola gave an update on the West Adams drainage 

problem, the City was informed that the tile running under the patio has been cut.  
Mike McCarty checked this out. 
 The Shores fence was discussed and Lomelino needs some guidance on this. 
The fence has been moved, but one section on the west side is sticking out. 
The fine is up to $1,800.00 as of the last meeting.  Raylene stated that the City 
should at least recover the Attorney’s fees and the time Derek spent. Berola stated 
that he is not inclined to back off of the fines as the owner was aware that if the 
fence was finished there would be a fine and she chose to go ahead and have the 
fence incorrectly installed. 

 
C. PARKS – Tanner reported that Lewis has the panel to complete the job at the 

baseball field and he has started installing it. 
Tanner called a Parks meeting for July 19, 2011 at 7:00. 

 
D. LIBRARY – Warwick stated that they found some problems in the men’s bath -

room when they were removing the paper.  The wall had not been primed and the 
wall paper pulled off some of the drywall.  He asked if the council could help pay 
the repairs. 

 
Rathgeber made a motion at 8:00 to adjourn, Kessler seconds motion passed by voice vote. 

 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
Mary E. Thornton 

      City Clerk 


	NAYS:  None

