
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 
AUGUST 15, 2011 

 
Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present: Joe Powell, Gillock, Hemmerle, 
Rathgeber, Tanner, Warwick, Connie Powell, Centko, Appelt, Grischow, and Kessler.  Absent: 
Thornton, Karhliker, Berola and Johnson 
 
Motion by Warwick to have Connie Powell take the minutes for the meeting tonight.  Second by 
Rathgeber.  Passed by Voice Vote. 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT - Powell presented the minutes of August 1, 2011 for approval.  

Rathgeber said his name was omitted as being present at the last meeting.  Motion by 
Rathgeber to approve the minutes as corrected and to destroy the recorded minutes.  
Second by Kessler.  Passed by Voice Vote. 

 
Johnson arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
  
II. TREASURER’S REPORT - Appelt presented the bills list for approval.  Motion by Kessler 

to approve bills list.  Second by Warwick. 7-0-1 
 
 AYES:  Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, Warwick 
 NAYS:  None 
 ABSENT: Berola 
 

 Financial Statement ending July 31, 2011 was presented for approval.  Motion by 
Kessler to approve the Financial Statement.  Second by Rathgeber.  7-0-1 

 
 AYES:  Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, Warwick  
 NAYS:  None 
 ABSENT: Berola 
 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT - Grischow informed the council she had checked on the city 

selling property and the land would have to be appraised.  The mayor was asked to talk 
to the adjoining property owner and check to see how interested he was in purchasing 
the city property.  The mayor will report back to the council at the next meeting. 

 
 Raylene updated the council on the property at 1027 W. Adams.  The council thought 
Raylene should   do a title search in order for the city to proceed with cleaning up the 
property.  Motion by Kessler authorizing Raylene do a title search on 1027 W. Adams, 
and if Sarah Barton is the only person that needs to be notified of tearing down the 
house, then have Chief Centko serve her papers, but if there are other persons that need 
to be notified proceed with the notification process.  Second by Warwick. 7-0-1 

 
 AYES:  Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, Warwick 
 NAYES; None 
 ABSENT: Berola  
 

 Raylene presented Ordinance #1330-11, Peddler’s Ordinance to the council for the first 
reading.  She asked that if anyone had any additions or deletions to contact her.  She will 
have the corrected ordinance ready for the second reading on September 6, 2011. 
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IV. VISITORS - Gary Wolke of 42l N 8th was present concerning the parking ticket he 

received on August the 9th.  He was unaware of the new ordinance and felt he should 
have been given a warning before given a ticket.  The council decided that everyone 
should be treated the same and, if some people were given a warning, everyone should 
have been given a warning.  Motion by Gillock to reduce Wolke’s ticket, and all other 
people’s tickets to warnings and from now on a verbal or written warning should be given 
before writing a ticket on illegally parked vehicles.  Second by Johnson 7-0-1 

 
 AYES:  Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner, Warwick 
 NAYES: None 
 ABSENT: Berola 
 
V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS - Powell advised the council that we may have an influx of 

animal pick ups because the county is requiring all cats to have a license.     
 
  Birthdays: 
  Edna Dolbeare  8/16 7 yrs 8 mo 
  Derek Lomelino 8/17 5 yrs 5 mo 
  Cory Anderson 8/20 10 mo 
  
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 Bruce advised the council that the city has the chance of receiving a Land Rover and an 
Impala from LESO.   
 He also is checking into purchasing tasers with a grant. 

   
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Administration - Gillock informed the council that at the administration meeting 
on August 10th fees and fines was discussed. 

  
B. Public Works- Johnson said the Kennedy Road project plans were submitted to 

IDOT.   
 
C. Health & Safety - Gillock stated that at the Police meeting on August 10th it was 

recommended to bring back the Sergeant position in the police department.  
Gillock recommended the mayor make a Sergeant position.  Upon the 
recommendation of the police committee, the mayor appointed Josh Blankenship 
to assume the duties of Sergeant at a salary increase of $1.50 an hour. Motion by 
Kessler to approve the Mayor’s appointment of Josh Blankenship to Sergeant.  
Rathgeber seconds. 7-0-1 

 
AYES: Gillock, Tanner, Kessler, Warwick, Hemmerle, Rathgeber, Johnson 

  NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Berola 

 
Berola arrives at 8:10 p.m. 
 

 Gillock said that, by appointing a Sergeant, the committee felt the lead 
dispatcher position could be eliminated.  Motion was made by Gillock to eliminate 
the lead dispatcher position with a reduction in salary of $100.00 a month for the 
present lead dispatcher.  Kessler seconds. 8-0 
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  AYES:  Berola, Tanner, Kessler, Warwick, Hemmerle, Gillock, Rathgeber, Johnson 
  NAYS:  None 
 

D. Health Officer - Berola had the mayor explain the debris that was placed on the 
city right of way at 514 N 10th.  Mayor said the county process server was down 
last week and had county police officers set a piece of furniture on city property 
and then other people set the remaining contents of the house on city property.  
The property owner should remove the debris.  Raylene will check and see if this 
is proper procedure for the county.  The mayor told her she should contact Mike 
Walton with the county. 

  
 E. Library - Warwick said the Library Board will be meeting on August 23rd at 

 7:00 p.m. 
 

F. Public Utilities - Warwick presented a gas Hedge Commitment agreement that 
needs to be signed and returned to the UGM.  Motion by Warwick to approve the 
Winter Hedge - Nov’11 - Feb’ 12 gas Hedge Commitment.  Second by Kessler.  8-
0 

 
  AYES:  Berola, Tanner, Kessler, Warwick, Hemmerle, Gillock, Rathgeber, Johnson 
  NAYS:  None 
 
 Motion by Gillock to go into executive session at 8:37 p.m.  Kessler seconds. Passed by voice 
vote. 
 
 Motion by Rathgeber to go out of executive session at 8:45 p.m.  Gillock seconds. Passed by 
voice vote. 
 
 Gillock recommends the mayor to appoint Cory Anderson from part time police office to full 
time officer.  Mayor Powell appointed Cory Anderson to a full time officer at $15.40 per hour (per 
union contract).  Motion by Kessler to approve mayor’s appointment. Berola seconds. 8-0 
 
AYES:  Berola, Tanner, Kessler, Warwick, Hemmerle, Gillock, Rathgeber, Johnson 
NAYS:  None 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Rathgeber to adjourn at 8:52 p.m.  Second by Tanner.  Passed by voice vote. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
      Connie M. Powell  
      Acting City Clerk  
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