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CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 
September 6, 2011 

  
 
Mayor Joe Powell called the Council meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. Present: Joe Powell, Kessler, 
Rathgeber, Tanner, Thornton, Grischow, Warwick, and Centko. Absent: Hemmerle, Johnson, 
Gillock, Berola, and Appelt. 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON    

 Minutes of the August 22, 2011 were presented for approval. Tanner made a motion to 
approve the minutes and destroy the recorded copy.  Second by Warwick. 4-0-4 

 
AYES:   Tanner, Kessler, Rathgeber, Warwick 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Hemmerle, Johnson Gillock, Berola 

 
 
II. TREASURER’S REPORT   

The bills list from August 18, 2011 to August 31, 2011 was presented for Council 
approval. Rathgeber made a motion to approve the bills list and a second by Kessler. 
4-0-4 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Kessler, Rathgeber, Warwick 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Hemmerle, Johnson Gillock, Berola 

 
Hemmerle arrived at 7:15 p.m... 
 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

 Raylene presented Ordinance 1330-11 Peddler’s Ordinance to the Council for the 
second reading. One change is to be made; conduct business until 6:00 p.m. instead of 
9:00 p.m.  Warwick made a motion to accept ordinance 1330-11 with the change as 
stated, Kessler second the motion. 5-0-3 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Kessler, Rathgeber, Warwick, Hemmerle, 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Johnson Gillock, Berola 
 
 Raylene introduced Elizabeth Cullers and her daughter Marellen. Marellen is a daughter 
to Brad Barton.  Ms. Cullers stated that they have secured the home at 1027 W Adams. 
Cullers wants information; if there is a loan, about the tax purchases, etc. because they 
are interested in fixing up the property.   The Council informed Ms. Cullers that there is a 
$3,480.00 lien by the City on this property and it continues to grow in the form of 
minimum for utilities every month and any additional mowing; this amount will have to be 
taken care of.  Raylene stated that she did a lot of research and found that most of the 
items done by the County were not completed and for the City to go ahead and re-start 
the demolition process from the beginning and make sure all papers and notices were 
served correctly. Ms Cullers stated she and her daughter would like to get sole ownership 
in the daughter’s name and then fix up the property.   There is a time problem since the 
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tax auction is to be held on October 27, 2011 and the first tax buyer will own the property 
this year. 

 
Berola and Johnson came into the meeting at 7:35. 
 

Ms. Cullers is to let the council know by October 17, 2011 on how they are going to 
proceed with the project 

 
Raylene asked for an executive session to discuss police issues. 
 
IV. VISITORS 

 Barb Woods, 917 W Maple Street, was not able to attend the meeting due to her work 
schedule, but Kessler has been by her residence and work seems to be progressing as 
she stated. 

 
V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

Birthdays: 
Mike McCarthy City Garage  September 4  19 years 5 months 
Jack Crissey  Police   September 6    3 years 
Joe Powell        Mayor, Council        September 14  30 years 4 months 

 
Rathgeber stated that he talked to Robbin Terry and the Ambulance is progressing on the 
inside of the garage; they have been working on the inside do to the extreme weather.  They are 
hoping for an October 1st move in date. 
 
VI:   DEPARTMENTS HEADS 

A. Centko- reported that he would like to go ahead and start issuing citations for 
burning, parking and other ordinance violations that are to be covered by these 
citations.  Also Raylene would be the hearing officer to hear any complaints; 
hearings would be held on the 2nd meeting of the month before the council meeting.   
 Berola and Centko have interviewed Amber Watkins, for part time dispatcher, 
who just graduated from college, and is available for the position.  Centko would 
like to hire her as a part-time dispatcher at $11.00 per hour and $11.50 after 
probation.  Kessler made a motion to accept Amber Watkins as part-time 
dispatcher at $11.00 per hour and $11.50 after probation.  Second by Berola. 7-0-
1 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Gillock  

 
 After much talk on how to handle the payment for training due to the recent 
changes in the department, Warwick made a motion to pay the training dispatcher 
$2.00 extra an hour. Kessler seconds. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Gillock 

 
B. KARHLIKER inquired about hiring a SASED student again this year to help in the 

City garage.  In the past the City has shared the expense of hiring a student with 
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SASED.  Johnson made a motion to hire a SASED student to work with the guys 
at the City garage. Tanner seconds the motion. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Gillock 

 
 Two bids to remove a tree at 702 West Jefferson, Carter Tree removal $350. and 
Hemberger Removal $450.00.   A motion was made by Johnson to hire Carter 
Tree Removal at $350.00 to remove the tree. Second by Kessler. 7-0-1 
 
AYES   Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Berola, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Gillock 

 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. PUBLIC WORKS – Johnson 
Johnson reported the Kennedy Road bids will be opened September 8, 2011 at 
10:00 in the Council Chambers.   The Mayor wanted to make sure that IDOT will 
be paying the bills for this project and not the City; all bills will be submitted to 
IDOT.  There is still some question about the drainage at the township garage 
area which was discussed. 

 
B. HEALTH OFFICER – Berola 

Berola stated before he got into his Health Officers report that he did not want to 
lose sight of the fines & fees schedule. Berola suggested raising the fines for dogs 
and also to include cats.  He would like to hold an Administrative Meeting on 
September 14, 2011 immediately following the Zoning meeting to discuss these 
issues.  
 Berola would like to declare the property at 514 North 5th St., Ed Holloway, a 
nuisance and begin $100.00 a day fine starting September 7, 2011 and every day 
until the nuisance is abated.  Kessler second. 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, Warwick, Kessler 
NAYS:   NONE 
ABSENT:   Gillock 

 
 Berola would like to declare Tim Edie’s property at 106 East Adams a nuisance 
for weeds and grass over ten inches and begin a $100.00 a day fine starting 
September 7, 2011 and every day until nuisance is abated.  Kessler second. 7-0-1 

  
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, Warwick, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Gillock 

 
Kessler made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:35, Second by Rathgeber, passed by 
voice vote. 
 
Rathgeber made a motion to go back into regular session at 9:10, second by Kessler, passed by 
voice vote. 
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VIII. ADJOURNMENT  
Tanner made a motion to adjourn, second by Rathgeber, motion passed by voice vote. 

 
    Respectfully submitted: 

 
 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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