
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 
September 19, 2011 

  
 
Mayor Joe Powell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present: Kessler, Rathgeber, 
Tanner, Gillock, Hemmerle, Warwick, Appelt, Thornton, Grischow, Centko, C. Powell and 
Karhliker. Absent: Johnson and Berola. 
 
I.   CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON    

 Minutes of the September 6, 2011council meeting were presented for approval. 
Rathgeber made a motion to approve the minutes and destroy the recorded copy.  
Second by Kessler. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:   Tanner, Kessler, Rathgeber, Warwick, Hemmerle, Gillock 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Johnson, Berola 

 
 
II.  TREASURER’S REPORT – Appelt  

 The bills list from September 6, 2011 to September 19, 2011 was presented for Council 
approval. Warwick made a motion to approve the bills list and a second by Kessler.  6-0-
2 

 
AYES:   Tanner, Warwick, Kessler, Rathgeber, Hemmerle, Gillock. 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Johnson, Berola 

 
 Appelt presented the financial report for the first 4 months of the fiscal year, Kessler 
made a motion to accept the report as presented and Rathgeber second the motion. 6-0-
2 

 
AYES:   Tanner, Warwick, Kessler, Rathgeber, Hemmerle, Gillock 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Berola, Johnson 

 
 
III.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

 Raylene will report on what she has during the committee reports. 
 
IV. VISITORS 

 Kevin Duewer owner of Waverly Cabinets, 13620 State Route 4, was present to discuss 
changing the zoning of his business from I-1 to B-3 which would allow him to build a 
showroom and sell cabinets out of the building.  The Zoning Committee met September 
14, 2011 and recommended that the zoning be changed from I-1 to B-3.  Rathgeber 
made a motion to follow the Zoning committees recommendation to allow the change 
from I-1 to B-3, Hemmerle seconds. 6-0-2 
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AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Berola, Johnson 

 
 Jackie Gillock was present representing Holy Cross Parrish. Holy Cross would like to 
block off a portion of Washington Street for a wiener roast October 2, 2011 between 2p.m. 
and 4p.m. The Council did not have any problem with that and will furnish the barricades 
for them 

 
V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

The Mayor stated he has not heard back from David Rue, 201 S 4th Street reference 
purchasing the small lot the City has on Fourth Street. 

 
VI:   DEPARTMENTS HEADS 

A. Centko stated that there may have to be some clarification on the ordinance 
involving vicious dogs.  There was a dog on dog attack and in investigating it we 
found that the same dog had broken through a screen earlier in the year and 
attacked a child, even though this is the second sign of vicious behavior 
Sangamon County won’t take action because of the way our ordinance is written.  
Raylene is going to research this and bring back recommendations to the Council. 

 
B. KARHLIKER stated the water main crossing the creek on Jodi Road is done.   

 The school has a new plan to implement on their drainage problem. 
 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. PUBLIC UTILITIES- Warwick and Karhliker stated that all of the work on Jodi 
Road Creek was done and the easements for this project and the deed for the lift 
station have been filed. The City needs to get the deed back from Narmont who 
had it mailed to himself. 

 
Johnson and Berola arrived at 7:35. 
 

 The Mayor thanked Kessler for all the work he has done on this lift station project, 
he has worked along with other Council members for over ten years to get this 
deed.  Kessler felt that the best solution for the City was reached and that it was 
the most beneficial to the City.  The Jodi Road project should be ready to go as 
soon as Dowson’s corn are out. 
 Kessler stated that he would like to see that the Moose project also gets done. 

 
B. ADMINISTRATION – Berola held an administration meeting on September 14, 

2011 to discuss the City Fee schedule and enforcement by Citation. Some of the 
citations will be a first time warning and then a fine starting 24 hours later and 
everyday after until the violation has been abated.  There will be two types of 
warnings; either an optional 1st time warning or a mandatory warning.  A list of 
fines will be on file in the Police Department. Not all violations will have an optional 
1st time warning. Berola made a motion to incorporate the new fine schedule into 
the ordinance.  Kessler second.  8-0 
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AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, Warwick, Kessler, Gillock 
NAYS:  NONE 
 
Berola made motion to direct the City Attorney to draft a new ordinance allowing a 
code enforcement unit to include the fines and a Code Enforcement Officer within 
the City to enforce the fines. This ordinance will supersede any previous ordinance.  
Kessler seconds. The first reading will be at the next council meeting.   8-0 

 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Rathgeber, Warwick, Kessler, Gillock 
NAYS: None 

 
C. PUBLIC WORKS – Johnson reported on the bid openings on the Kennedy Street 

Project.  He stated there were four bids ranging from $728,523.01 to $932,000.00.  
Johnson made a motion to accept the bid from K. E. Vas in the amount of 
$728,523.01, Rathgeber seconds.  8-0 

 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Johnson, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS:  None 

 
 Johnson stated that he did not believe that Frontier has moved any poles yet. 

 
D. HEALTH OFFICER – Berola 

 Kessler asked the status of the Woods Property at 917 W Maple Street. The 
house has been torn down, but it seems there is no money to move the debris.  
The city has been working with Ms. Woods on this project since April 2006. It was 
stated that she should be fined and a given deadline to get it cleaned up.  Berola 
made a motion to declare the property on 917 W Maple Street a dangerous 
building and in need of a temporary fence. If it is not cleaned up by October 14th 
2011 the City will declare it and nuisance and take legal action to have the debris 
removed.  Kessler seconds.  8-0 

 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Johnson, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:  None 

 
C. Powell will advise Ms. Woods of the Council’s decision. 

 
 The Edie property at 106 E Adams has not been cleaned up and the fine process 
will start at $100.00 a day effective immediately. 

 
 Nothing to report on the Barton property at 1027 W Adams. No fines have been 
paid. 

 
 The City mowed the property at 514 N 5th Street and made an attempt to clean it. 

 
E. LIBRARY/TECHNOLOGY – Warwick 

 There will be a Library Board meeting Tuesday, September 20, 2011. 
 
 The Mayor asked for an Executive Session on land acquisition. 
 
 Kessler made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:35, Second by Rathgeber, passed by 
voice vote. 
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 Rathgeber made a motion to go back into regular session at 9:10, second by Kessler, passed 
by voice vote. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Tanner made a motion to adjourn, second by Rathgeber, motion passed by voice vote. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 
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