
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

October 3, 2011 
  
 
Mayor Joe Powell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00. Present: Kessler, Rathgeber, 
Tanner, Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Appelt, Thornton, Grischow, Centko, C. Powell & 
Karhliker. 
 
I.   CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON    

 Minutes of the September 19, 2011 were presented for approval. Rathgeber made a 
motion to approve the minutes and destroy the recorded copy.  Second by Gillock, 
passed by voice vote.  8-0 

 
AYES:  Tanner, Kessler, Rathgeber, Warwick, Hemmerle, Gillock, Johnson, Berola 
NAYS: None 

 
II.  TREASURER’S REPORT – APPELT 

 The bills list from September 20, 2011 to September 30, 2011 was presented for 
Council approval. Rathgeber made a motion to approve the bills list. Second by Kessler.  
8-0 

 
AYES:  Tanner, Warwick, Kessler, Rathgeber, Hemmerle, Gillock, Johnson, Berola 
NAYS:  None 

 
III.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT – GRISCHOW 

 Presented Ordinance 1331-11 Amending Chapter 6- Animal and Fowl.  She basically 
combined the State statute, City and County rules to upgrade the ordinance and defined 
some of the verbiage for changes to it.  After much discussion the Mayor asked her about 
invisible fences for animals, Raylene stated she will have to look up what case law is to 
see if anything has been done with invisible fences 
 
 Raylene presented 1332-11 an amendment to the General Provision ordinance to 
incorporate fines and fees which will allow the Council to amend the Ordinance by motion 
instead of drawing up a new ordinance. Raylene is to amend the ordinance so that the 
fine schedule governs over the specific ordinance if there is ever a discrepancy between 
the two.  A couple of items discussed were dumping, burning and the disposal of building 
materials. A couple of these items need to be added into the demolition ordinance. 
  
 Raylene talked about the memorandum she sent on September 27, 2011 to Mayor 
Powell regarding Administrative Hearings for Ordinance Violations.  Raylene could not be 
the Hearing Officer as it would be a violation of due process. The City would have to hire 
another attorney who has three years experience as set forth in the Illinois statute 
governing Administrative hearings. The City of Springfield spends $60,000.00 a year for 
their hearing officers and would add extra paper work for the office.   Chatham pays their 
hearing officer $200.00 an hour. It was felt that this is just too cost prohibitive to do. It was 
felt we should continue the way it is being handled now: by the Committee in charge of 
the violation. 
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 Raylene presented Kessler with the deed to the property on Isabelle that he has worked 
so long on to obtain. 

 
IV. VISITORS 

 Dellann Stutsman representing the Auburn Haunted Theater asked permission to close 
Fifth Street from Madison to Monroe and to have a noise permit until 12:00 midnight.  
Kessler asked who benefits from this and was informed that the Haunted Theater does 
and they were going to give one nights proceeds to St Jude’s Hospital.  The Haunted 
House will be on the following dates:  October 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22, 28, and 29. 
Warwick made a motion to close the area on Fifth Street from Madison to Monroe Street 
on the above dates in the interest of public safety and also grant them a noise ordinance 
until 11:30.  Second by Kessler.  

 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler, Berola, Johnson 
NAYS: None 

 
 The Masonic Lodge asked the Mayor to present a request to the Council to allow them 
to close Fifth Street from Adams to Jefferson on the following dates: October 14, 15, 21, 
22, 28, and 29. Warwick made a motion to close the area on Fifth Street from Adams to 
Jefferson on the above dates in the interest of public safety.  Rathgeber seconds the 
motion. 
 
AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS: None 

 
V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 The Mayor stated that the Homecoming Parade is Friday at 3:30 p.m. and anyone 
wishing to walk in it is to meet on the corner of North and Fifth Street at 3:00 p.m. 

 
 Birthdays this month: 

Kelly Forestier  October 4   Five years and 10 months 
Chris Bridges  October 5   Four years 

 
VI:   DEPARTMENTS HEADS 

A. Centko stated that he has received the grant for the vests; he is ordering and 
replacing three at this time.  He will have to replace three more in the next year.   

 
B. KARHLIKER stated that there is a problem with the covering for the force main in 

Willemore Estates and that they are asking to reduce the rear swale from 4 feet to 
2 feet.  This force main services everything south of Divernon Road.   Martin 
presented the City with 3 proposals that they would like to change.  After a 
discussion on the project Kessler made the following motion, to  allow Karhliker to 
discuss on behalf of the City  the 3 proposed items with Benton Engineering, 
discuss the reduction of the swale from 4 feet to 2 feet, Benton is to be present 
when work is being done, and check to make sure there is enough coverage over 
the force main and do final inspection. Berola seconds. 8-0 

 
 AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 

NAYS: None 
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 The Jodi Road project is moving along. The water main is laid to Narmont’s 
property and waiting on installing water pit.  Benton has given them the plans on 
the placement of the pit.   

 
 On Kennedy Road the hold up right now is the telephone poles and Karhliker 
stated that some lines have been buried and the poles were to be moved starting 
today’s date. 

 
 A phone call will be made to Frontier to see what the hold up is on the tree over 
the line at 920 W Jackson Street.  The Office called Thursday and were informed 
they would have someone there in 24 hours. 

 
VII.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. PUBLIC UTILITIES-Warwick  
 Warwick had a phone call from Rob McWhinnie of Deheve’s Tavern asking to 
have an adjustment on his water and sewer bill.  After discussion it was found that 
the City office had already reduced his bill twice and the problem was the type of 
ice machine he has, it is water cooled and uses extra water. 

 
B. HEALTH OFFICER – Berola 

 There were some concerns regarding the utilities at Barb Woods’s property. (917 
W Maple St). Karhliker stated that the water and gas were off, but the sewer has 
not been disconnected yet.  The project seems to be moving along although it still 
needs work done. 

 
 Tim Edie, 106 E Adams, paid his $1,400.00 mowing fine. 

 
C. PARKS - Tanner    

 Tanner would like a Parks Meeting on October 11, 2011 at 7:15 p.m. to discuss 
lighting for Merritt Field. 

 
D. LIBRARY/TECHNOLOGY – Warwick 

 Warwick informed the Council that the Bathroom at the Library was done. 
 The Library Board granted raises for the employees; they are in line with the City 
raises. 

 
 C. Powell advised the Wimmer Cemetery Association was asking for donations, it was 
determined that the City is in no position to make any donations at this time. 
 C. Powell reported that there are some floor tiles in the Community Building that need 
to be replaced. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 Kessler made a motion to adjourn, second by Rathgeber, motion passed by voice vote.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:25. 

 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 


	NAYS: None

