
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 
October17, 2011 

 
Mayor Joe Powell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00.  Present:  Powell, Kessler, Rathgeber, 
Warwick, Gillock, Berola, Johnson, Tanner, Hemmerle, Appelt, Thornton, Centko, C. Powell, Karhliker 
& Raylene. 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON 

● Minutes of the October 3, 2011 were presented for approval.  One correction was noted on 
page two the road should have been Barbara Lane not Isabelle.  Warwick made a motion to 
make the correction to the minutes and also approved them and destroy the recorded copy.  
Second by Rathgeber, motion passed by voice vote.  

 
II. TREASURERS REPORT – APPELT 

● The bills list from October 1 to October 17 was presented for Council approval.  Rathgeber 
made a motion to approve the bills list. Second by Kessler.8-0 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYES:  None 

 
● The Financial report for the end of September 30th was presented to the Council for approval.  
Kessler made a motion to approve the financial report, second by Rathgeber.  8-0 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYES:  None 

 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – GRISCHOW 

● Raylene presented the second reading of Ordinance 1331-11 passage.  She stated that she 
had added that an invisible fence was not an acceptable form of restraint for an animal; it is not 
acceptable by City Code.  After a discussion on Sec. 6-37-B, waste products accumulations, 
paragraph B that the last sentence, this section shall not apply to a person who is visually or 
physically handicapped, be removed.  Gillock made a motion to accept Ordinance 1331-11 and 
to strike out the last sentence in Sec. 6-37-B, second by Warwick.  8-0 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYES:  None 

 
● Raylene presented the seconding reading of Ordinance 1332-11 Amendment to Chapter 1 – 
General Provisions (Fines & penalties for ordinance violations) for the second reading.  
Rathgeber made a motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 1332-11 second by 
Hemmerle.  8-0 
 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYES:  None 

 
● The Mayor stated that the Council may need to redo the Ordinance for demolition of buildings 
and houses as the ordinance was originally written in the 1950’s and only said a person had to 
get the Mayor’s approve to tear down a building.   The Council needs to set fines for demolition, 
disposal, and burning of materials.  The Council needs to jot down ideas on what they need in 
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this ordinance since the old one is out dated.  Raylene then will be able to draw up an ordinance 
pertaining to demolition of buildings. 
 
● Kessler asked about the Appendix A of Ordinance 1332-11 which pertain to administrative 
fees and if we will need an ordinance to enforce these fees.  The Chief said yes and Raylene 
agreed and will work on an ordinance to cover this item. 
 

IV. VISTORS: 
● Elizabeth Cullers in reference to the Brad Barton estate was on the agenda, but was not 
present.  In the discussion on this property it was decided it is at this time in compliance and 
there is nothing that can be done.  The Council will table this matter until Spring and see what is 
happening then, as it is suppose to have new owners after the tax sale.   
 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
● The Halloween hours will be on October 30th and 31st from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and only to 
homes that have on a porch light. 
 
● Birthday for the month of October: 

Ron Brandt  October 24  summer help for 12 years.  
 

VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
A. Centko had a letter of resignation from full time dispatcher Kathy Thomas, who will be 

resigning as of October 28, 2011; she wishes to remain on as part time dispatcher. 
Gillock made a motion to accept her resignation, retain her as a part-time dispatcher. 
Second by Tanner. 8-0 
 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYES:   None 

 
There was a discussion on what Thomas’ hourly rate should be and Gillock made a 
motion to pay her at her present salary of $15.88 an hour, second by Johnson.  8-2 
 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick 
NAYES:   Rathgeber, Kessler 

 
● The Chief made recommendation that Amber Watson be promoted to full time 
dispatcher.  He was asked if anyone else was interested and responded that no one else 
had inquired about the opening.  He then recommended that she be hired full time at 
$12.00 an hour and $12.50 after one year probation.  8-0 
 
AYES:    Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYES:   None 

 
● The Chief asked for an Executive session on personnel after the regular meeting. 

 
● Centko reported that the department had made a surprised visit to 221 South Fourth 
Street and all the vehicles were in running order.  Also they had contacted Steve Howard  
about some old trucks, which will be moved after his health issues are taken care of. 
 

B. Karhliker notified the Council that the letter from Benson on the Willemore Estates 
needed to be acted on by the Council. Kessler made a motion to have Benton approve all 
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the work on the shallow pipe insulation detail and they will have final inspection. Second 
by Rathgeber. 8-0 
 
AYES:   Kessler, Rathgeber, Gillock, Warwick, Berola, Johnson, Tanner, Hemmerle 
NAYES:   None 

 
● Kessler made a motion to allow the rear yard swale to be 2 feet instead of 4 feet, 
second by Rathgeber.  Each property owner will be responsible to maintain their part of 
the rear yard swale. 8-0 
 
AYES:   Kessler, Rathgeber, Gillock, Warwick, Berola, Johnson, Tanner, Hemmerle 
NAYES:   None 

 
● Johnson made a motion to require the developer of Willemore Estates, Craig Ladage, 
to submit a preliminary grading plan and how drain swales will run from the south side of 
Huntington Drive. Second by Kessler. 8-0 
 
AYES:  Kessler, Rathgeber, Gillock, Warwick, Berola, Johnson, Tanner, Hemmerle 
NAYES:   None 

 
● Karhliker reported that Ameren is going to be in town to trim trees and will submit a list 
of the locations. 

 
● Martin Engineering has been staking out Kennedy Road project and the work should 
start in the next few days at the south end, Willemore Estates entrance. 

 
C. POWELL reported that the County had had a complaint on 221 S 4th Street.   

Powell reported that a house at 215 East Jefferson Street has a dummy hanging from an 
Ameren pole. It was felt that the City should call Ameren and report it to them to handle. 

 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. HEALTH AND SAFTEY – Gillock   reported that there has been some vandalism at the 
baseball fields and Karhliker and Centko will take care of it. 

 
B. HEALTH OFFICER – Berola informed the council that the complaint from the County on 

221 South Fourth Street had been taken care of. 
 
C. PARKS – Tanner reported on the committee meeting of October 11, 2011.  The meeting 

was held to talk about lighting Merritt Field and it was decided to put this on hold for a 
couple of years. 
● Baseball Association wishes to install two more batting cages and Tanner asked 
Karhliker to recommend placement. 

 
D. TECHNOLOGY – Warwick   was asked by the Auction Company holding a sale in the 

Community Center if it has internet service, they were informed no and New Wave is to 
install a temporary line. 

 
● Kessler made a motion to go into Executive session at 8:10, second by Rathgeber, passed by voice 
vote. 
● Kessler made a motion to go back into regular meeting at 8:25, second by Rathgeber, passed by 
voice vote. 
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VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

● Hemmerle made a motion to adjourn at 8:30, second by Rathgeber, passed by voice vote. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Mary Thornton  
City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


