
CITY OF AUBURN 
Council Minutes 

December 5, 2011 
 
Mayor Joe Powell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00.  Present: J Powell, Kessler, Rathgeber, 
Warwick, Gillock, Berola, Johnson, Tanner, Hemmerle, Appelt, Thornton, Centko, C. Powell & 
Karhliker.  The Mayor made note that Kessler was in attendance by phone;  Berola made a motion to 
allow Kessler to be present at the meeting by phone, Rathgeber seconds motion.  Passed by voice 
vote.   
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON 

● Minutes of the November 21, 2011 were presented for approval.  The Clerk noted that the 
Public Safety report was left out and it was suggested that the Council look into a police 
protection tax. Also a letter should be sent to Ruby’s Café about her sign.  Warwick made a 
motion to approve the minutes, destroy the recorded copy and to accept the corrections. 
Second by Rathgeber, motion passed by voice vote.  

 
 
II. TREASURERS REPORT – APPELT 

● The bills list from November 22 thru November 30 was presented for Council approval.  
Rathgeber made a motion to approve the bills list. Second by Warwick.8-0 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Hemmerle, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYES:  None 

 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – GRISCHOW 

● Raylene stated that we need to waive the second reading on the annexation and have an 
emergency motion to annex the property immediately and pass the ordinance now. 
Gillock made the motion to waive the second reading on the annexation, Berola seconds. 
The reasoning to do this now is because of financing and grants.  8-0 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYES: None 
 
Warwick made a motion to accept Ordinance 1333-11, annexing 5 acres of ground into the City, 
second by Berola. 8-0 
 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYES:   None 

 
● Raylene presented Ordinance 1334-11 pertaining to the levying and assessing taxes for the 
City of Auburn for the year ending December 31, 2011; first reading 
● Raylene presented Ordinance 1335-11 IMGA new member; first reading. 
● Raylene informed the Council that any Police protection tax cannot be done without a 
referendum.  She found out after research that any new tax has to be voted on by the Citizens. 
There was a discussion on if it should be put on the ballot in the March election; the School 
Board is having a vote to raise the borrowing power of the School District.  It is felt this is a 
necessary tax to help with the Police Department’s budget.  The police budget comes out of the 
general fund and there is basically no income for any police items, other than what the City can 
allow.  The cost to the Citizens should not be more than what was gained by the park tax, the 
difference between the two is the fact the City does need another police officer and this would 
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help with protection of the Citizens and City.  Warwick made the motion to include the police 
protection tax on the March ballot, rate not to exceed .075%.  Berola seconds the motion. 6-2 
 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYES:   Tanner, Johnson 

 
IV. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

● The Mayor stated the gas alliance had hedged funds on gas purchases.  
● Birthday for the month of December: 

Kathy Thomas  December 12  10 years and 3 months 
 
V. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A. CENTKO   told the Council that Cory Anderson was in Champaign for turn around police 
training and also Josh Blankenship was certified as first homicide responder, which 
allows him to supervise any homicides. 

 
B. KARHLIKER asked what the Councils policy is on selling sand and rock to Citizens; one 

man complained that the City charged wrong, and Karhliker was wondering if the citizens 
should provide their own rock and sand.  Berola stated that the policy should remain the 
same as in the past and not punish everyone for just the one complaint.    
● Jodi Road is done except for the samples to EPA. 
● The Rutkoski property to Eastland is complete and the sample should be submitted in 
the next several days. 
● There have been 72 gas meters changed over this year. The City is required to change 
70 a year; Karhliker stated they may do more if the weather holds. 

 
C.  POWELL stated she felt the Council had let her and the women in the City office down 

when they voted to remove Ms. Houston’s fine for an obstructed reading of the meters. It 
would have been nice to hear the employee’s side of the issues, but both C. Powell and T. 
J. Henson could not be present that night.   Why should the office issue tickets if the 
Council is not going to enforce them?   Berola stated that the Office should go ahead and 
continue with the system they have been using, which has been working fine.  

  
VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A. ADMINISTRATION –Berola 

● It is time to renew the health insurance for the employees; the present policy with 
Principal is no longer available.  There were two other companies, United Health at a cost 
of $14,164.80 per month, but this did not cover the Prairie Heart Institute in the net work. 
The other was Blue Cross and Blue Shield of IL at a cost of $11,912.40 per month.  In 
order to get the rates quoted the policies had to be voted on tonight.  Berola made a 
motion to accept option #3 on the sheet which was Blue Cross and Blue Shield, second 
by Tanner.  
8-0 
 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYES:  None 
 
● Berola stated that he felt all the employees do a great job for the City and he felt the 
City should show their appreciation and as in the past they should receive a Christmas 
Bonus.  He made a motion to give all full time employees $100.00 gift card or certificate 
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to a business in town and $50.00 gift card or certificate to all part time employees, 
second by Kessler. 7-0-1 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Kessler, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYS:  None 
PRESENT:  Johnson 

 
B. PUBLIC UTILITIES – Warwick 

● The Mayor informed Warwick that there is a movement to get fluoride out of the water 
due to harmful effects it has. McCarthy has the packet he received and will turn it over to 
Warwick as soon as he is finished.   

 
C. HEALTH AND SAFTEY – Gillock  

● Stated negotiations for raises for the police department should be started. Gillock, 
Berola, Raylene and the Union negotiator will meet to begin negotiations for the new 
union contract.  

 
D. HEALTH OFFICER -   Berola 

● Berola had a complaint about mold in an apartment on Lily Lane; there is nothing the 
City can do about it.   
● Berola asked about the sign at Ruby’s Café, as it was not in last month’s minutes, the 
Office did not receive directions to send the letter, so Berola made a motion to send 
Ruby’s Café a letter stating she is to move the sign in three days. If sign is not moved by 
deadline there will be a $100.00 a day fine imposed until the sign is moved, second by 
Johnson. 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Kessler, Warwick, Rathgeber 
NAYES:   None 

. 
E. LIBRARY/TECHNOLOGY –Warwick 

● Warwick asked Karhliker to please check the fence around the air conditioning at the 
Library. 

 
● The Mayor stated that the VFW building had been sold to Darrell Adcock; he is going to use the 
building for auctions and he is interested in having a handicap parking space, because it would take up 
three spaces to do this it was suggested that the city install one by the old Rua store (402 W Jefferson).  
Adcock is having an auction January 4, 2012 and asked about a place to unload, he was informed to 
put up cones in one of the places in front of the building to use. 
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 ● Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. Second by Warwick. Passed by voice vote.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Mary Thornton 
City Clerk 

 
 


