
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 
January 3, 2012 

 
Mayor Joe Powell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00.  Present:  J Powell, Kessler, Rathgeber, 
Warwick, Gillock, Johnson, Hemmerle, Kessler, Appelt, Thornton, Centko, C. Powell & Karhliker.  
Absent: Berola and Tanner.  Cub Scout Zack Ranson was also in attendance. 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – THORNTON 

● Minutes of the December 19, 2011 Public Hearing on Taxes were presented for approval.  
Kessler made a motion to approve the minutes, destroy the recorded copy, second by 
Rathgeber, motion passed by voice vote.  
● Thornton then presented the minutes of the December 19th Council meetings, Warwick made 
a motion to approve the minutes and destroy the recorded copy, second by Kessler. Passed by 
voice vote. 

 
II. TREASURERS REPORT – APPELT 

● The bills list from December 20th thru December 31, 2011 was presented for Council approval.  
Rathgeber made a motion to approve the bills list. Second by Kessler. 6-0-2 

 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

● Raylene had been in touch with the Clerks office and the Council needs to repeal Ordinance 
1336-11 as there are some problems. They need to approve Ordinance 1338-12 – Ballot 
Proposition for Police Protection Tax.  Kessler made a motion to repeal Ordinance 1336-11 for 
the best interest of the City and consider Ordinance 1338-12, second by Warwick.  6-0-2 
 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Johnson, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Berola, Tanner 
 
● Raylene presented the Council with Ordinance 1338-12, ordinance authorizing ballot 
proposition to create a property tax levy for police protection. Kessler made a motion to declare 
this an emergency and do away with the two readings, basically this is to correct clerical errors 
in Ordinance 1336-11 which was repealed, Warwick seconds.  5-1-2 

 
 AYES:   Hemmerle, Gillock, Warwick, Kessler Rathgeber 
 NAYS:   Johnson 

ABSENT:   Tanner, Berola 
 
 ● Kessler made a motion to accept Ordinance 1338-12 second by Rathgeber.  5-1-2 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Gillock, Warwick, Kessler, Rathgeber 
NAYS:   Johnson 
ABSENT:   Tanner, Berola 
 
● Raylene then presented Ordinance 1339-12, amending Chapter 18 Offenses of the City to 
add Section 18-51 banning synthetic alternative drugs, for the first reading. This was drawn up 
at the suggestion of Councilman Berola and there were some questions.  Raylene stated she 
will call him and talk to him about the questions. 

 
IV. VISITORS 

● A Cub Scout, Zack Ranson and his parents were in attendance.  He is working on a badge. 
 
V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

● The Mayor stated that he had an estimate for the Community Center flooring from Held Sales 
in Raymond, IL. There were two options, 1. to remove and replace the entire flooring for 
$8,895.80 and the other left out the bathrooms and kitchen for $7,138.61.  Kessler felt that the 
whole thing should be replaced as it would all be the same and the other areas may start to curl.   
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Kessler made a motion to hire Held Sales to replace the Community Center floor not to exceed 
$9,000.00, second by Warwick. 6-0-2 

 
 AYES:   Hemmerle, Johnson, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
 NAYES:   None 

ABSENT:   Berola, Tanner 
 
 ● Birthdays for the month of January: 
 Bill Karhliker            January 2      23 yrs (6 months/part-time in high school almost longer that Bill Shaw) 

Amber Watson         January 14       4 months 
 

● The illustrious City Attorney Raylene Grischow was recently elected President of the 
Sangamon County Bar Association.  Congratulations Raylene. 

 
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A. Centko - due to the rewriting of the dog ordinance, one of the previous vicious dogs they 
had dealt with was able to be disposed of by Sangamon County Animal Control. 

 
B. Karhliker - stated the water main sample on 104 passed and they are waiting on an 

operating permit.  The sample from Jodi Road still has some issues and they are waiting 
on a laboratory to test it. 

  
C.  Powell- there was an issue with the insurance, but everything should be ok in February 

and the premiums straighten out. 
 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Administration - Kessler asked the status of the demolition permit form. Berola is out of 
town, the Mayor is going to check to see if he can get with Berola and they will email the 
committee with a date to meet. 

 
B. Public Utilities – Warwick stated he has had contact with the new owner of the Old 

Narmont’s Machinery property, Sid Huber, and they talked about an easement on the 
west side of the property to loop the water line to help with the flow to Casey’s and that 
area.  It was suggested that the City should consider a 25 foot permanent easement for 
water, gas and sewer as to be prepared when the property is developed.   Warwick made 
a motion to allow Karhliker to talk with Benton Engineering to do the work for this project 
and to have them draw up an easement, Kessler seconds. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Johnson, Gillock, Rathgeber, Warwick, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Berola, Tanner 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn second by Kessler meeting adjourned at 7:35.  Motion 
passed by voice vote. 

 
     Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Mary Thornton  
City Clerk 


