
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

January 17, 2012  
  
 
Mayor Joe Powell called the Council meeting to order at 7:00. Present: Rathgeber, Tanner, 
Gillock, Powell, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Warwick, Thornton, Grischow, Karhliker, and 
Centko. Absent: Berola, Appelt, Warwick, 
 
I.   CITY CLERK’S REPORT – Thornton   

● Minutes of January 3, 2012 were presented by the Clerk, Rathgeber made a motion to 
accept the minutes and destroy the recorded copy, Hemmerle seconds.  Passed by voice 
vote. 
● The minutes were not recorded because the recorder isn’t working, Tanner is taking the 
recorder to have it looked at. 

 
II.  TREASURER’S REPORT  

● The bills list from January 1 to January 17 was presented by the Clerk, Kessler made 
the motion to accept the report, second Rathgeber.  6-0-2 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Rathgeber, Hemmerle, Gillock, Johnson, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Berola, Warwick, 
 
● The financial report ending December 31, 2011 was presented, Gillock made a motion 
to accept the financial report, second by Kessler. 6-0-2 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Hemmerle, Johnson, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:   Berola, Warwick 

 
III.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

● Raylene presented Ordinance 1339-12 for second reading and to vote on it. 
Raylene stated she had changed the ordinance to read: monetary fine only as if there is 
an incarnation penalty the City would have to pay the expenses for this.  Kessler made a 
motion to pass 1339-12 and have Raylene add the definition of a “smoking product” or 
Drug Paraphernalia and businesses could not have these products for sale in their stores.   
Rathgeber seconds the motion. 6-0-1 
 
AYES:   Tanner, Hemmerle, Johnson, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Berola, Warwick 

 
● Raylene presented ordinance 1340-12 Towing Ordinance, for the first reading.  This is 
to establish a fine if the City has to tow a vehicle. 
● Raylene stated she sent two letters, one to 400-402 West Jefferson Street and the 
other to 111 South Fifth Street.  They both were in violation of living in a B-2 zoning, 
which is not allowed.   The one at South Fifth Street, when purchased, stated they would 
not use the house to live in but would only use it for Sunday School Class Rooms. 
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IV.  VISITORS 

● Sam and Dave Rikas along with Jeff Mortimer was in attendance with a concern about 
the building owned by Robbin Terry. The two side walls are leaning out with a crack 
along the wall.  They are very concerned about the safety if the building falls down.   Mr. 
Rikas owns the residence that his granddaughter and her family live in and they have had 
to vacate the home due to the instability of the walls.  Mr. Mortimer is concerned for the 
back of his building.  The Mayor stated he was in the building and you could hear stuff 
falling at the back, inside the building.  Mr. Terry has contacted some engineers and 
contractors on the repair or demolition of the building. Contractors, Rikas’ and Mortimer 
need to know what he has planned so they can make plans. Mr. Mortimer is a CPA and 
this is tax season; he needs time to move his equipment.   

 
Berola came into the meeting at 7:30. 
 

After a lengthy discussion Kessler made a motion to declare 110 South Fifth Street a 
dangerous nuisance and Mr. Terry has 15 days to come up with an action to, either 
demolish the building or fix it, February 2 is the dead line.  If no action is taken, the City 
will impose a $100.00 a day fine.  Johnson seconds the motion. 7-0-1 
 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Johnson, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT: Warwick, 

 
Raylene stated there was a couple of Statutes she needs to check.  There was also 
discussion to placard the building. 

 
V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 

● Birthdays this month: 
Raylene Grischow   January 21 2 years 8months 
Mark Kessler    January 26  15 years 1 month                            

   Kyle Freligh    January 28  5 years  
 
VI.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 

● Karhliker, along with the Mayor, informed the Council that the white tractor is at Sievers 
for repairs. Sievers determined it would cost between $5,000.00 to $6,000.00 to fix it.  
The tractor will salvage for $1,750.00. Karhliker is going to do some further checking on 
this situation, possibly looking into attachments for a bobcat that would do what they have 
been doing with the white tractor 
● Karhliker checked the drain flow at Willemore Estates, seems to be working but the City 
has yet to receive any paperwork from Martin Engineering. It was felt that Benton 
Engineering should write Ladage requesting the correct documentation.   
Kessler made a motion to have Karhliker talk to Benton and to figure out exactly what the 
City needs to get this finalized.  Tanner seconds. 7-0-1 
 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Berola, Johnson, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Warwick 
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● There was a meeting with Magro’s and Diane Reinhart of the Springfield Chamber of 
Commerce. They determined that they would not have enough employees to put in for 
grants; they are going to looking to some type of rural grants.  Benton determined that 
there is one area of the sewer line which is low and may cause sewer problems if 
Magro’s do not flush the sewer on the days they kill beef. 

 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A. ADMINISTRATION – Berola 

 ● Berola reminded everyone that it is time to start working on list for the budget. 
There will be an Administration Meeting on February 8, 2012 at 7:00 to discuss 
demolition rules and regulations, trailer parking and sewer plant operator.  Berola 
stated if there is anything else that needs to be added to let the office know.    

 
 B. HEALTH AND SAFETY – Gillock 
  ● Will plan a salary negotiation meeting with the union in the near future. 
 
 
 C. HEALTH OFFICER- Berola 

● Berola asked about the garbage at 400 West Jefferson. He was informed that 
Rathgeber thought the garbage had been removed.  
A letter was also sent to Mr. Bossmann, 400 W Jefferson, due to the fact he 
should not be living in B-2 zoning.  
● Berola stated that the ordinances the cities have on synthetic drugs have been a 
help, but some people have came up with a compound they are calling the IL 
product, which gets around the new State Law.  He stated that they have sold 
$8,000.00 worth of product a week.  But this will be covered under the Auburn 
ordinance. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT: 

● Kessler made a motion to adjourn, second by Rathgeber, motion passed by voice vote.  
The meeting adjourned at 8:15. 

 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 


