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City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 
February 6, 2012 

 
 
Mayor Joe Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m. Present: Rathgeber, J Powell, Tanner, 
Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Berola, Thornton, Grischow, Karhliker, C Powell, Centko, 
and Appelt. Absent: Warwick 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – Thornton 

● Minutes of January 17, 2012 were presented by the Clerk; Rathgeber made a motion to 
accept the minutes and Hemmerle seconds. Passed by voice vote. 

 
II. TREASURER’S REPORT – Appelt 

● The bills from January 17, 2012 thru February 1, 2012 were presented by the 
Treasurer; Rathgeber made a motion to accept the report and Kessler seconds. 7-0-1 

 
 AYES:  Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler 
 NAYS:  None 
 ABSENT: Warwick 
 
 ● The Financial Report for the period ending 01-31-12 was presented by the Treasurer;  
 Rathgeber made a motion to accept the report. Kessler seconds. 7-01- 
 
 AYES:  Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler 
 NAYS:  None 
 ABSENT: Warwick 
 
Warwick arrived at 7:05 p.m. 
 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT -  Grischow 

● Raylene presented Ordinance 1339-12, fines schedule. After discussion Kessler made 
a motion to table this ordinance until Raylene can make a couple of changes. Johnson 
seconds motion. 8-0 

 
 AYES: Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Warwick, 
 NAYS: None 
 

● Raylene presented Ordinance 1340-12, towing of vehicles. Kessler made a motion to 
adopt ordinance 1340-12. Rathgeber seconds motion. 8-0 

 
 AYES: Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Warwick, 
 NAYS: None 
 

● Raylene had sent a letter to the owners of 111 South 5th Street as they were in 
violations of City Ordinance allowing people living in Business Zoning. Pastor Hay from 
the Nazarene Church was in attendance to speak for the Church who owns the building. 
Hay was not aware that it could not be rented as a residence, as a previous Pastor had 
handled the purchase and building of the new building. Their lease requires a 30day 
notice. Hay was asking for extra time for the renters to move out. Hemmerle made a 
motion to extend the time until Tuesday, February 21, 2012. Kessler seconds. 8-0 
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AYES: Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler, 
NAYS: None 
 
● Raylene sent a letter to Jamie Bossmann, 402 W Jefferson St. Bossmann informed C 
Powell that he does not live in the building all the time, just occasionally spends the night 
when his children have school programs. Mayor Powell said there have been rumblings 
of a skateboard ramp being installed from upstairs to the downstairs section of the 
building. J Powell felt that there should be a watch on this due to the condition of the 
building. C Powell stated they have heard nothing further from Bossmann. 
● Berola asked if Raylene had worked on the provisions for the police sergeant. Raylene 
stated no and will look into this.  

 
IV. VISITORS 

● Craig Ladage was in attendance to discuss the possibility of changing the provisions for 
sidewalks in the Subdivision Ordinance. Ladage was informed that this would have to be 
addressed at the Zoning Committee meeting coming up. The meeting is to look over the 
Final Plat for Willemore Estates III, which Ladage will be attending. Ladage was 
questioned about the swale and he informed the council that they had added dirt to it. 
They lowered one section by taking dirt away and used that dirt to raise another section.  
Ladage has new plans and a Letter of Credit for the road. 
●Robbin Terry was present and stated he was denied a building permit and was going to 
have to get a variance; there may be relocation of some electrical lines. The Mayor 
thanked him for handling the problem so promptly.  

 
V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS – Powell 

● Mayor Powell stated he had been at the Citizens Advisory Committee and the Board 
talked about ways to stream line government and work together to save money for 
communities, townships, etc. A couple of places have combined their workmen’s 
compensation and they talked about sharing equipment. Mayor will keep the Council 
informed on this committee and will forward any ideas the council members may have to 
the Board.  
● Chris Bridges, sewer plant operator, is going to be talking with AMEREN about 
electrical rates and who the City can buy electricity from. There would be substantial 
savings on this.  

 
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
 A. Karhliker- had bids on a new truck: 
   Kruse’s 2012 Chevrolet 2500 without utility bed   $27,748.00  
   Kruse’s 2012 Chevrolet 2500 with utility bed  $33,918.00 
   State Bid 2012 Ford F250 with utility bed   $28,000.00 

Warwick made a motion to purchase the 2012 Ford F250 at the cost not to exceed 
$28,000.00. Second by Kessler. 8-0 
 
AYES: Kessler, Rathgeber, Gillock, Warwick, Berola, Tanner, Johnson, Hemmerle 
NAYS: None 
 
● Karhliker stated that there is some drainage problems by the township garage 
that need to be addressed before work on Kennedy Road is done. Johnson 
suggested Karhliker talk with Martin’s Engineering to see how to correct the 
problem. This would be an addendum to the present plans. 
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B. C Powell- stated that the State had sent out the December money but the City is 
still owed money from October and November.  

 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A. Administration – Berola 

● Berola set a joint Administration Committee and Health & Safety meeting for 
Wednesday, February 8, 2012 to discuss demolition permits, trailer parking, sewer 
plant operator position and FOP salaries. 

 
 B. Public Works – Johnson 

● There were some families on Kennedy Road that did not have their property pins 
replaced after the sewer project and he asked if the City would do that for them. 
Johnson stated that the City should make sure the property pins go back in the 
correct place once any project is done.  

 
 C. Public Safety – Gillock 

● A joint meeting has been scheduled with Administration Committee to discuss 
Police Salaries on Wednesday.  

  
 D. Health Officer – Berola 

● Berola asked if any progress has been made on the property at 515 S Kennedy, 
it was stated that this property was going to be torn down. 
The property at 215 S Harris needs cleaned up. 

 
 E. Library / Technology – Warwick 

● The Library Board was going to change starting date of directors; the Mayor 
stated that the date was set by the State. 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

● Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 8:10 p.m. Second by Kessler. Motion passed 
by voice vote. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Mary Thornton 
     City Clerk 

  


