
City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 
March 5, 2012 

 
Mayor Joe Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p. m.    Present J. Powell, Tanner, Gillock, 
Hemmerle, Kessler, Johnson, Rathgeber, Thornton, Appelt, Karhliker, C. Powell, Centko.  
Absent Berola, Warwick, Grischow 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – Thornton 

• Minutes of February 22, 2012 were presented by the Clerk, Rathgeber made a motion 
to accept the minutes and destroy the recorded copy, Kessler seconds, Motion passed by 
voice vote. 
 

II. TREASURER’S REPORT – Appelt 
• The bills list from February 22 thru February 29, 2012 was presented by Appelt.  Gillock 
made a motion to accept the bills list as presented, Rathgeber seconds. 6-0-2 

 
AYES:   Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS:   None 
ABSENT:  Berola, Warwick 

 
Grischow came in at 7:05. 
Berola and Warwick came in at 7:07 
 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

• Raylene asked that the Council have an Executive session on Provisions for Police 
Sergeant. 
• Berola and his committee have not had a chance to discuss the demolition permits. 
• Raylene presented Ordinance 1341-12 which is a corrective ordinance due to the fact 
that ordinance 1333-11 McClelland Annexation, had an incorrect legal description.  This 
adds a 50 ft piece of property that makes the parcel contiguous to the City.   Kessler 
made a motion to pass Ordinance 1341-12 as an emergency action. Warwick seconds.  
8-0 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:  None 
 
• Kessler made a motion to accept Corrective Ordinance 1341-12 due to the fact that 
Ordinance 1333-11 had an incorrect legal description. Rathgeber seconds. 8-0 

 
AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS: None 
 

IV. VISITORS:   Jeff Zak was in attendance and the Mayor asked him what the Council could 
do for him, he stated he was waiting for Todd Smith who was not there so Mr. Zak left. 

 
V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

• Mayor Powell stated that Chris from the Sewer Plant has done considerable work on the 
electric rates, he met with Ted Bailey and Mr. Bailey informed him that the one Company 
could supply the electricity at the plant for $15,000.00 less a year.  The Mayor said as 
soon as they have everything on paper he will present it to the Council. 
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• Birthdays this month: 

Chief Bruce Centko  March 16  22 years and 7 months 
 
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

A. CENTKO – requested an executive session to discuss negotiations. 
 
B. KARHLIKER – has a bid for a new Kubota MX5100F Tractor from Sievers 

Equipment, the cost is $14,796.00 minus $1,750.00 trade in on the White Iseki 
tractor.  The price of the tractor is $13,046.00.  There also is a repair bill on the 
White one.   It is not possible to get parts for the White tractor do to its age.  
Kessler made a motion to allow Karhliker to purchase the Kubota for the price not 
to exceed $13,050.00, Warwick seconds.  8-0 

 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
NAYS:  None 
 
• Karhliker reported that the owner of the apartments on the north end of Auburn, 
the L shape one is interested in water and sewer taps for each apartment.  The 
present line is a 6 inch service for the sewer and a 2 inch service for water. It was 
suggested that Karhliker inform the owner that they may have to have an 8 inch 
main for sewer and a 6 inch main for water.  It was suggested that they have the 
area surveyed and plans drawn up by a certified engineer and then get back to the 
City so the City’s engineers can look over the plans. 

 
C. C. POWELL-Informed the Council that there were some adjustments that had to 

be made to the line items for this year’s budget; it did not change the final line 
items.  The State is now four months behind in their payments.  She gave each of 
the Council members a run down on the sewer project that Todd Smith had 
requested; it was in their packet for the evening. 
 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. ADMINISTRATION – Berola 

• Berola scheduled an Administration meeting to review the budget for the first 
time.  The meeting will be held on March 14, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss the 
budget, demolition permits and sewer plant operator.  This is the same night as 
the zoning committee meeting, but the Administration meeting will recess until 
after the zoning meeting which is at 7:00 p.m. 
 

B. PUBLIC WORKS – Johnson 
• Johnson had bids from Martin Engineering in the amount of $400.00 and Benton 
engineering in the amount of $750.00 to survey and reset corner pins on lots that 
was not completed after the sewer project was finished.  Johnson made a motion 
to accept Martin Engineering bid in the amount of $400.00 Hemmerle seconds.  
 8-0 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler. 
NAYS: None 

 
C. PUBLIC UTILITIES – Warwick 
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• Greg Boesdorfer contacted the Mayor about the Chapin property and the two 
culverts, Greg felt the one culvert was too steep and if the other one was extended 
it would be sufficient to get into the field. 

 
D. HEALTH OFFICER – Berola 

• The Robbin Terry’s building at 110 S Fifth Street is a concern of the Councils, it 
has not been secured and last week the road had to be closed because of the high 
winds and blowing tin, this caused closing of some businesses.   The Council 
agreed that Mr. Terry should have a structural engineer come in and determine if 
this building is safe.  The City has already declared this a dangerous building and 
would like to know that the building is secure and no more roofing will blow off.  Do 
to the high winds forecast over the next several days the City feels something 
needs to be done to the remaining building and the City wishes to be made aware 
of what is being done. 
An area on Van Buren Street around FS needs to be cleaned up, the Council 
believes this property belongs to Ray Landers, a letter will be sent. 
• The Council will keep watch on at 515 S Kennedy, where the garage has been 
demolished to see what all is being demolished and if it is being cleared away 
properly. 
• There was a complaint about barking dogs at 115 Harris Street the people 
complaining will have to call the police when this happens or record the dogs. 
• A letter is going to the owner of 215 South Harris to be cleaned up. 
 

E. PARKS – Tanner 
• The Parks Committee had their meeting on February 27, 2012.  One of the items 
discussed were the batting cages, they would like to install an additional cage.  
Tanner had bid from BSN Sports in the amount of $1,944.99.  After discussion on 
this a motion was made by Tanner to purchase two nets and two frames not to 
exceed $4,000.00.  Warwick seconds the motion. 8-0 
 
AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Kessler, Rathgeber. 
NAYS: None 
 
• It was stated that the Baseball program and the High school Athletic Department 
is going to donate $1,000.00 each.  Steve Johnson is doing the work on the slabs 
for the bleachers and the Baseball Association is going to pay the $750.  Karhliker 
and his crew are going to pour the slab for the new cage. 
• The next item on Tanner’s agenda was astro turf for the batting cages, the length 
to be from the batter to the pitcher.  Johnson made a motion to purchase the 
synthetic astro turf at a cost not to exceed $3,800.00 Kessler seconds. 5-3 
 
AYES: Berola, Hemmerle, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner 
NAYS:  Gillock, Johnson, Warwick 
 

F. LIBRARY- Warwick 
• Warwick stated that the Library will have their Souper Sale at the Library instead 
of the Community Building. 

 
• Rathgeber made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:25 second Gillock, passed by 
voice vote. 
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• Rathgeber made a motion to go back into Regular Session at 8:30. Second by Kessler passed 
by voice vote. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

• Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 8:32, second by Kessler, passed by voice vote. 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 

Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 


