
City of Auburn  
Council Minutes 
March 19, 2012 

The Mayor opened the meeting, Pack 356, Tiger Den 3 led the Council in the pledge and recited 
their promise, Alderman Warwick is the leader of this Den.  Present were J. Powell, R. 
Grischow, M. Thornton, C. Powell, B.Centko, B Karhliker,  L, Hemmerle, J. Tanner,  R. Johnson, 
T. Berola, M. Gillock, C. Warwick, W. Rathgeber, M. Kessler.  Absent T. Appelt. 

I. CITY CLERK REPORT – Thornton 
• The Clerk presented the minutes of the last meeting to the Council for approval, Kessler 

made a motion to accept the minutes and to destroy the recorded copy, second by 
Rathgeber,  motion passed by voice vote. 
 

II. TREASURER’S REPORT – Appelt 
• In Appelt’s absence C. Powell presented the bills list March 1 to March 19, 2012.  

Rathgeber made a motion to accept and pay the bills, second by Kessler.   8-0  Passed 

AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler                               
NAYES:  None 

• Connie stated that the state is five payments behind approximately $150,000.00. 
• C. Powell then presented the financial report ending February 2012.  Kessler made a 

motion to accept the financial report, Rathgeber seconds.   8-0  Passed 

AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler                                
NAYES:  None 

III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 
• Raylene presented Ordinance 1341-12 to repeal as the legal description was not 

complete. Motion by Warwick to repeal Ordinance 1341-12    second by Kessler.     8-0 
Passed 

AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler.                                
NAYES:  none 

• Raylene presented Corrective Ordinance 1342-12 stated that it should be an emergency 
passage.  Warwick made a motion to pass  the Ordinance under the Emergency 
ordinance provision, Kessler seconds.   8-0   Passed 

AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler                                
NAYES:  None 

• Warwick made a motion to pass Corrective Ordinance 1342-12, McClelland’s 
Annexation.  Second by Kessler.   8-0  Passed 

AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler                                    
Nays:  none   
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• Raylene asked about the Robbin Terry property at 110 South Fifth Street and if a letter 
still needs to be sent, the Zoning Board made a recommendation to the Council and this 
will be heard under their report. 

• Parking Ordinance 1323-11 was under discussion again,   the language of permits needs 
to be cleaned up and also take out the word commercial and state no vehicles with a 
weight limit of over 16,000 pounds may park overnight.  Also it was discussed to take out 
entire paragraph two as there is no process in place to issue permits. 
 

IV. VISITORS 
• Robbin Terry was in attendance to find out where his variance request stands.  He is 

asking to build back on   the original building line.  Mr. Terry had a paper that stating if a 
building was destroyed over 50%, it could be rebuilt on the old foundation.    A newer 
ordinance states that the building has to be 7 ½ foot from the property line, this new 
building comes under the newer ordinance.  The Mayor stated that there are 7 standing 
items to meet reasons for allowing a variance.  It did not seem as any of these were 
addressed.   The Zoning recommendation was to allow the variance, but this was 
defeated by the Zoning Board by 2 for and 5 against.    Rathgeber made a 
recommendation to the Council that Mr. Terry be allowed to build back on the original lot 
line, second by Kessler.  4- 5  Failed 

AYES: Gillock, Hemmerle, Rathgeber, Warwick                                                                                                        
NAYES: Berola, Johnson, Kessler, Tanner, Mayor Powell 

• The next item from the Zoning Committee was Casey’s at 14475 State Route 4, which 
was an Annexation request; basically this was just to clean up the legal description.  
Rathgeber made the recommendation from the Zoning Committee to allow the 
annexation, Warwick seconds.  8-0  Passed 

AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler                                 
NAYES: none     

V. MAYOR’ COMMENTS 
• One Birthday this month 
• Laura Carter  Library      4 years and 10 months 
 

VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
• Centko - There will be a Police Committee Meeting at 6:30, April 3, for a citation issued 

for parking. 
• Centko has enough money is his 2011 budget to purchase a new police car.  The 

dealership in Jacksonville has the State of Illinois Bid and they have two 2011 cars at 
$20,278.00 and two 2012 cars at $21,076.45, they are Chevrolet Impalas.   After 
discussion it was decided to go ahead and purchase one of the cars, as there is not 
much difference in the vehicles,   Gillock made a motion to purchase one new police car 
with the amount not to exceed $21,076.45.     8-0  Passed 
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AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler                                    
Nays: None 

• KARHLIKER reported that the tractor should be ready Wednesday and the truck should 
be in by my May 15, 2012.   

• Jodi Road and Eastland projects are complete. 
 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. ADMINISTRATION - BEROLA  

• Berola reported on the March 14, 2012 Administration Meeting.  They have a 
proposed budget but needs to hold a meeting to discuss salaries and other issues. 

• Berola then informed the Council that the Committee felt the City should do away 
with the special meters for swimming pools.  It cost the City money to do this,   
Kessler stated he felt that the loss is not enough money to hurt and it is one way 
the City can return to the Citizens.     Berola recommend that the City stop using 
the special meters for swimming pools.  Tanner seconds.  3-5 Failed 

AYES:  Berola, Tanner Warwick                                                                                                                                       
NAYES:  Gillock, Hemmerle, Johnson, Kessler, Rathgeber 

• Berola state there was a couple of Demolition Application to look over and this will 
be decided later. 

• Berola brought up the salary for Chris Bridges; this is an adjustment due to the fact 
that he has new duties.    In the past there has been given a $200.00 per month 
stipend for addition duties.   There was a lengthily discussion as Johnson felt 
another employee would not be happy with this adjustment for Bridges as he (the 
other employee) just received the $200.00 a month stipend.  

• Berola made a motion to adjust Chris Bridges salary to $41,787.20 annually and 
this is retroactive to February 6, 2012.  The discussion continued after the motion 
and it was determined that the position, training and education should all be 
looked into.  Also there were inquiries into if Chris would get a cost of living raise if 
the other employees get one.  Several of the guys who work at the garage have 
one or two license that is needed by the City and a dedicated group of guys.   The 
Clerk then called the roll to adjust Bridges salary to $41,787.20 annually and 
retroactive to February 6, 2012.  6-2    Passed 

AYES:  Berola, Hemmerle, Kessler, Rathgeber, Tanner                                                                                      
PRESENT: Gillock                                                                                                                                                                          
NAYES:  Johnson, Warwick 

B. PUBLIC WORKS - Johnson    
• The sewer on the North end of Kennedy is being looked into by Phil Martin may 

have to unplug the inlets and make it free flowing in to the storm sewer. 
• The pins marking the property south of town have been completed of course a 

couple of pins didn’t get picked up and people weren’t happy. 
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C. HEALTH & SAFETY - Gillock 

Police meeting April 2, 2012 at 6:30. 

D. HEALTH OFFICER – Berola 
• It does not appear anything has been done at 215 South Harris Street and 

Christina Card has received two notices,  Berola made a motion to fine Ms. Card 
$100.00 a day starting March 20, 2012  each and every day that the stuff is  not 
cleaned up.   The Chief will hand deliver the letter and a cc will be sent to the 
owner of the property Jason Beck.  Second by made by Warwick.   8-0    Passed 

AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler                                
NAYES:  None 

E. PARKS- Tanner 
• Tanner reported work is being done on the cages and the slabs for the bleacher 

have been stamped by Johnson.  Someone wanted to more the snack shack and 
Tanner told them to leave it alone. 

 
F. LIBRARY/TECHOLOGY - Warwick 

• Library Board meeting will be held Tuesday night March 20 at 7:00 the Library. 
• The King and I is being performed by the High School plan to attend. 
• Kessler made a motion to adjourn at 8:45, Rathgeber seconds the motion and the 

motion passed by voice vote. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary E. Thornton 

City Clerk 

 

 

 


