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The Mayor opened the meeting at 7:00 with the pledge to the flag.  In attendance 
were J. Powell, T. Appelt, M. Thornton, R. Grischow, B. Karhliker, B. Centko, L. 
Hemmerle, J. Tanner, R. Johnson, M. Gillock, C. Warwick, W. Rathgeber, and M. 
Kessler.  Absent T. Berola 

l. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – Thornton                                           

 Minutes of the April 2, 2012 were presented for approval, Gillock made a 
motion to approve the minutes and destroy the recorded copy, second by 
Kessler.  Motion was passed by voice vote. 

II. TREASURER’S REPORT – Appelt 

 The Treasurer presented the bills from April 1, thru April 14, 2012 for 
approval to pay.  Rathgeber made a motion to pay the bills as presented 
and Kessler seconds.    Warwick did have a question on the Royell bill as if 
the charges   were correct. 7-0-1    

 AYES:  Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler                
NAYES:  None                                                                                                                   

 Absent: Berola                      
 Appelt then presented the Financial Statement ending March 31, 2012for 

approval; Rathgeber made a motion to accept the financial statement, 
Kessler seconds the motions.    7-0-1              

 AYES: Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber,  
 NAYES: None                                                                                                        
  ABSENT: Berola    

III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow                                                                                

 Raylene presented Ordinance 1343-12, second reading of the Revised 
Parking Ordinance.  This was revised to clear up some misunderstandings.   
Kessler made a motion to adopt Ordinance 1343-12; revised Parking 
Ordinance Rathgeber seconds the motion.  7-0-1                                          
AYES: Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler       
NAYES:None                                                                                                                       
ABSENT:  Berola 
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 B.  Raylene presented Ordinance 1344-12, Casey’s annexation for vote.  
Rathgeber made a motion to adopt Ordinance 1344-12 with a second of the 
motion by Warwick.  7-0-1                                                          
AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler                            
NAYES: None             
ABSENT:  Berola 

 C.  Raylene had Ordinance 1345-12 dealing with the Personnel Code, 
vacation time.   This ordinance will include vacation time after 20 years of 
service with the City the employee will earn 1 day a year up to the 25th year, 
which will give the employees 5 extra vacation days.  This is for the first 
reading.                                   

IV. MAYOR’S COMMENT S                                                         
A.  As Chris Bridges was unable to attend the meeting he left the information 
with the Mayor on the electric purchase.  He had a contract from Direct Energy; 
Ted Bailey is the representative in the Auburn area and also an Auburn resident.  
In the agreement this is a clause that if they use more that a certain amount of 
energy there will be a surcharge.  The charge is .03862 on a kilowatt with Direct 
and .0602 with Ameren.  There should be a savings of approximately $15,875.00 
per year.  The  discuss was that they should go ahead and do this instead of 
waiting any longer as the start of the new financial year is very near.   Kessler 
made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the contract with Direct Energy to 
provide electricity for the City of Auburn for twelve months, after the City 
Attorney has looked over the contract.   Warwick seconds the motion.   7-0-1                                              
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Gillock, Warwick,   Rathgeber, Kessler              
 NAYES: None                                                                                                                             

Absent:  Berola                                                                                

Birthdays  

Don Tate  9 years 9 months- April 16          Otis Foster   1 year 4 months -April 22 

V. DEPARTMENT HEADS  

 Centko- reported that on April 28, 2012 the City and DEA is having a 
prescription take back day.  It will be set up at the police garage and all the 
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people have to do is drive by and deposit the drugs, the DEA will dispose of 
them, 
 The Sangamon County Police is having some problems with smoking in bars 

and is going to step up fining people, the fine starts at $250.00 and go up 
after first offense. 

 Centko had to replace cell phones and if the city and the police department 
combine with A T & T on a corporation account they should be able to save 
at least $500.00 a year. 

 The issue of Video poker came up, as it stands right now the City under the 
Cities liquor ordinance this type of machine is illegal. 

B.  Karhliker – 

 Vase, who is doing the work on the Kennedy Road Project, is planning on 
starting Tuesday.  Benton has been working on the MFT improvements and 
should have the papers ready for next meeting. 

VI. COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

 PUBLIC WORKS – Johnson stated that Pete Wagoner and Karhliker were 
out looking at the drainage problem at the township garage.  They first had 
to locate the storm sewer and determine which way the water drains.  
They decided that it would be best to place a manhole     on the Hubbard 
corner. 

 ADMINISTRATION AND PUBLIC UTITILIES – Warwick in the absence of 
Berola gave the Administration report. 

 Liquor License fees, it was the recommendation of the committee to charge 
$25.00 over the cost of the payment made by the police department, for 
fingerprinting and back ground checks this will have to be put into 
Ordinance form.  

 B. Salaries   Warwick made a recommendation from the committee to give 
all non union full and part-time employees a 3% raise effective May 1, 
2012.  This does not include the Department Heads.  Second by Rathgeber.      
7-0-1                             
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 AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler   
NAYES: None                                                                                                                                     
ABSENT:  Berola  

 Warwick stated that the three departments’ heads over the years their 
salaries had not been equal as it  was felt the fair thing to do was each 
department head make the same salary,(none of the three receive 
overtimepay) so with this in mind Warwick made the recommendation 
from committee that their salaries be $63,856.00 each yearly.  They will 
not get the 3% increase.  Tanner seconds the motion.  6-1-1                                                                                               
AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Warwick, Kessler, Rathgeber                                              
NAYES: Johnson                                                                                                                                
ABSENT:  Berola     

 Warwick made a recommendation from the committee that the following 
people receive an additional amount due to their jobs duties being 
increased Henson $.71, Brandt $.91 and Lomelino $.62; this is in addition 
to the 3%. Rathgeber seconds the motion.       

AYES:  Hemmerle, Johnson, Tanner, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler     
NAYES: None              

 ABSENT:  Berola 

 Warwick then presented the budget to the Council for passage, one 
question was their money in place for the raises, and yes there is sufficient 
money in the budget to cover all the raises.  Warwick then made a motion 
to pass the 2012-2013 budgets, Kessler seconds the motion  7-0-1 

 AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler 
 NAYES: None 
 ABSENT:  Berola 

 

 There was no Public Utilities Report. 
 There was no Health and Safety report due to the fact they have not heard 

from the FOP on the union contracts. 
 There was no Parks report. 
 Warwick did state that he gave the budget figure to the Library Board. 

 



City of Auburn 
Council Minutes 

April 16, 2012 

  

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 7:50, second by Kessler.  Motion 
passed by voice vote. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Mary E. Thornton 

City Clerk 
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