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The Mayor opened the meeting at 7:00 with the pledge to the flag.  In attendance were J. 
Powell, T. Appelt, M. Thornton, R. Grischow, B. Centko, C. Powell, L. Hemmerle, J. Tanner, R. 
Johnson, T. Berola, M. Gillock, C. Warwick, W. Rathgeber and M. Kessler. 

l. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – Thornton 
 Minutes of the April 16, 2012 were presented for approval, Rathgeber made a motion to 

accept the minutes and destroy the recorded copy, second by Kessler.  Motion was 
passed by voice vote. 

 A thank you note from the After Prom Committee for the City’s donation was read by 
the Clerk.   

      ll.   TREASURER’S REPORT - Appelt 

 The Treasurer presented the bills from April 14 thru April 20, 2012 for approval.  A 
question was asked about check 9884, it is the pay estimate for the contractor for the 
Kennedy Road Project, the council needed to pass a motion on this payment, and 
Warwick made a motion to pay Vass the amount of $59,528.70 for the first portion of 
the work done from October 24, 2011 to April 15, 2012.  Johnson seconds the motion.   
8-0 

 AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler                  
NAYES: None 

 Chris Warwick made the motion to pay the bills with a second by Rathgeber.    8 - 0                              
 

 AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler                 
NAYES: None           
             

lll. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

 Raylene presented 3 new Ordinances for the first reading of each: 
 Ordinance 1345-12 Fingerprinting for Liquor License will be $25.00 plus cost for 

fingerprinting 
 Ordinance 1346 -12 License Fee schedule it was suggested to do away with the 3:00 

liquor license 
 Ordinance 1347-12 Part time Police Officer                                    

IV. VISITORS 

 Rob McWhinnie from Deheve’s Tavern was not in attendance but will try to make the 
next meeting.  Mr. McWhinnie gave the Mayor the information on poker machines.  The 
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City Ordinances where checked  Section 4 – 47.1 to see if there was any conflict with the 
information Mr. McWhinnie had and the City Ordinance is not in conflict. 

 Jim McClelland was in attendance with a concern about the handling of his dog.  The 
City picked up the dog and he was charged $100.00 to bail the dog out.   He asked if the 
City had a Dog catcher and how was the dog transported.  He also stated the pen the 
dog was held in was not locked or clean and no water for the dog.  He asked for a 
hearing on this and the Council felt that there was no need for a hearing.   

 He asked about the rocks in the ditches on Kennedy road and was informed that they 
were going to be removed.  Also he stated he had cleaned up some brush and found a 
tile leaking and also talked with Johnson on this and also the leak on the east side of the 
road.  He also asked about the dirt he was promised and why the dirt was on the east 
side of the road.  He was informed that one of the owners of the ground wanted the dirt 
on their ground.   

 Sid Huber was present to discuss the property he purchased from the Narmont family 
on Route 4.  He is interested in planting the ground in soybeans part of the ground is 
commercial zoning B-3 which is for sale of farm machine and equipment and 2 parcels 
are zoned residential.  He asked what he should do and was informed that he will have 
to apply for a variance.     He will have to go before the zoning board June 13, 2012 as 
the next meeting will not meet the rules and regulations.  He was told to go to the City 
Office and get an application and fill it out. 

 The Mayor also stated that the area around the storage units out by the shopping 
center may wishes to change zoning as the owner would lie to raise hay and bale it. 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 The Mayor stated that there was a new USDI Engineering Services agreement; they are 
asking for $175.00 per month from $150.00, he made a recommendation that the City 
sign the agreement at the increase.   Warwick made a motion to accept the Mayor’s 
recommendation to retain the USDI Engineering Service Agreement a second by Kessler.   
8-0 

 AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler                    
NAYES:  None         

 The Mayor also informed the Council that the Building Inspector needs some guidance 
in regards to building decks and set backs on them, new construction opposed to adding 
to existing deck. 

 The Mayor had some questions about Flowers picking up garbage and why totes are 
placed in front of the home instead of back.    Flowers is in the process of obtaining new 
equipment and this equipment will be picking up the totes and replacing them.   There is 
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not enough room in the alley to do this.  OSHA has been on them several times about 
this operation. 

 May Birthday      Kevin Wedemeyer    May 11    2 years and 5 months 

VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 CENTKO told the Council that along with the DEA that they had picked up 95 pounds of 
old prescription drugs and 6000 needles.   

 Centko also stated that ID’s for the police department and the City employees are 
expiring along with the fire department.  He stated that the fire department is 
interested sharing the cost of a machine to do ID’s for the fire department and City.  The 
cost will approximately be $900.00.  Gillock made a motion to allow the police to 
purchase an ID system not to exceed $900.00 for the Cities share.  Kessler seconds.   8-0 

 AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, Kessler               
Nays:  None   

 Centko stated the new car was in service and also the sound boards for the sirens will 
not be in until June.    The City will still have time to be incompliance of installing the 
new boards.  

 C. Powell told the Council that Larry Travis will be in the City Office on Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday to do the audit for the City. 

Vll. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 ADMINISTRATION – Berola    No report 
 PUBLIC WORKS -     Johnson would like to schedule a Public Works meeting for Tuesday, 

May 15, 2012 at 8:00 to discuss the MFT bid.  The administrative Committee would also 
like to discuss the fee schedule. 

 Johnson also stated he has told Martin Engineering from day one that there were tile 
that were broken that needed to be fixed before the road project is started.                                                    

 PUBLIC UTILITIES – Warwick    No Report 
 HEALTH AND SAFETY – Gillock 
 Gillock state that there is a proposal for raises with the FOP and he would like to go 

ahead and approve the raises for the 5 full time police officers.   Gillock made a motion 
to approve raises for the full time police officers at 1 ½ % plus the step increases of 1 ½% 
will be taken into consideration, Berola seconds the motion.  8-0 

 AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler                 
NAYES: None 

 Gillock asked if anyone had any door to door salesmen. 
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 HEALTH OFFICER – Berola A Letter needs to be sent to Sharps Mobile Home Park 
informing them that there needs to be repairs to roads due to the standing water.  They 
are in violation of IL Department of Public Health rules and regulations.  They are 
responsible for their own road repairs. 

 A letter needs to be sent to Matt Brown as he is building a house at 9th and VanBuren 
and there are tree branches that are obstructing the view. 

 PARKS - Tanner has the maintenance contract with M & M Services  for the Baseball 
fields at the cost of $852.00, he made a motion to accept the bid in the amount of 
$852.00, Berola seconds.    8-0                                                                                                                                                       

 AYES: Hemmerle, Tanner, Johnson, Berola, Gillock, Warwick, Rathgeber, and Kessler                      
NAYES: None     

 Library/Technology   - Warwick     would like to set the date to have the resumes for 
Library Board Members in, there are three openings.   The date will be June 15, 2012 so 
they can be voted on at the June 18, 2012 meeting as the term starts on July 1, 2012. 

Vll. ADJOURNMENT 

 Rathgeber made a motion to adjourn at 8:35 second by Kessler.  Passed by voice vote. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary E. Thornton                                                                                                                                                 
City Clerk 


