
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

MAY 21, 2012 
Mayor Joe Powell opened the Meeting with the Pledge to the Flag at 7:00.   In attendance at 
the meeting   J. Powell, M. Thornton, T. Appelt, R. Grischow, B. Karhliker, C. Powell, B. 
Centko, J. Tanner, R. Johnson, W. Rathgeber and M. Kessler.   Absent were L. Hemmerle, T. 
Berola, M. Gillock and C. Warwick. 
 

I.   CITY CLERK’S REPORT - Thornton  
Thornton presented the minutes of May 7, 2012 for approval along with a notation that 
under Public Works there was an error.  The minutes should have read that Johnson was 
not aware of any tile leaks that needed to be repaired.  Repairs have been made to the 
areas in question.  Tanner made a motion to approve the minutes of May 7, 2012 with the 
correction and to destroy the recorded copy, second by Johnson. Motion passed by voice 
vote. 

II. TREASURER’S REPORT - T. Appelt 
 Appelt presented the bills list from May 1, 2012 to May 12, 2012 for approval.  Kessler 

made a motion to approve and pay the bills second by Tanner. 
AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, J. Powell, Rathgeber, and Kessler                                                                               
NAYES: None                                                                                                                                              
ABSENT, Gillock, Warwick, Berola, and Hemmerle 

 Appelt then presented the Financial Statement ending April 30, 2012.  Kessler made a 
motion to accept the Financial Statement, Rathgeber seconds. 

AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, J. Powell, Rathgeber, and Kessler                                                                           
NAYES:  None                                                                                                                                       
ABSENT:  Hemmer, Berola, Gillock, and Warwick 

 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT - Grischow 
 Raylene presented Ordinance 1345-12, Fingerprinting Liquor License for second reading, 

Rathgeber made a motion to pass ordinance 1345-12 second by Tanner: 
AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, J. Powell, Rathgeber, and Kessler               
NAYES:  None                       
ABSENT: Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, and Warwick 

 Raylene presented Ordinance 1346-12 License Fee Schedule for second reading and 
passage, Tanner made a motion to pass Ordinance 1346-12 second by Kessler.                                          

AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, J. Powell, Rathgeber, and Kessler    5-0                                                                
NAYES: None                       
ABSENT:  Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, and Warwick                                                                            

 Raylene presented Ordinance 1347-12 Part time police officer, 2nd reading, this is the 
second reading.  Kessler made a motion to pass Ordinance 1347-12, second by 
Rathgeber. 5-0 

AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, J. Powell, W. Rathgeber, and M. Kessler                             
NAYES: None 
ABSENT: Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, and Warwick      
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 Ordinance 1348-12 presented by Raylene was to establish vacation time for employees 

with 20 years of employment and more.   As this was the second reading Kessler made a 
motion to pass this ordinance, second by Rathgeber.  5-0 

AYES: Tanner, Johnson, J. Powell, W. Rathgeber, and M. Kessler                                                                               
NAYES:  None                                  
ABSENT:  Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, and Warwick 
 

IV. VISITORS  
 Edith Silsby of 510 North 10th Street had requested a variance for a set back of 3 ½ ft 

setback for a garage.   Rathgeber stated that is was a recommendation of the Zoning 
Committee to allow the setback.  Rathgeber made the motion to accept the 
committee’s recommendation to allow the setback, Kessler seconds.  5-0 

AYES: Tanner, Johnson, J. Powell, Rathgeber, and Kessler 
NAYES: None                       
ABSENT:  Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, and Warwick 

 
 There was a request from Sid Huber on getting a variance to plant soybeans on the 

ground he purchased on Route4.  A concern for line of sight hazard next to crossroads 
was discussed, the committee felt such requests might be granted through special use 
variances and set backs would be what type of crops are planted and  felt renewal each 
year should be recommend. There should be a minimum acreage requirement be set so 
gardens would not need variances.  Kessler made a motion to allow planting on crops on 
B zoning with 25 foot set backs on all four sides and the variance must be renewed 
yearly and on at least one acre of ground.   Rathgeber seconds the motion. 5-0-  

 
AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, J. Powell, Rathgeber, and Kessler   
NAYES:  None                                          
ABSENT: Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, and Warwick 

 
 

 The Building Inspector had several questions for clarification any decks added on after a 
house is built would be considered an accessory and would be held to the 7 ½ foot 
setback.   Building new construction in the old part of town and setbacks.  The 
Committee felt that the present procedure should be maintained and the request will 
be considered by the Zoning Committee and they will make a recommendation to the 
Council.  The Zoning Committee suggested that an ordinance change should be made 
corner lots, reverse lots and through lots, The Council felt if the setbacks can’t be meet 
then they would use the same procedure as in the old part of town. 
 

 The next item on the agenda was  the Chris Wood/ Christina Card at 215 South Harris 
Street fines,  there is some confusion on this matter and if was felt that the fine should 
be reduced or dismiss the fine.  Tanner made a motion that is seems as of March 27, 
2012 the property has been straighten up and the fine shall be dismissed as of that date.  
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Kessler seconds.  The Council has suggested that Berola contact these people and find 
out exactly what is going on. 

AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, J. Powel, Rathgeber, and Kessler        
NAYES:  None                                                                                                                                                 
ABSENT:   Berola, Gillock, Warwick, and Hemmerle 

 
V.  MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

Birthdays 
17          Todd Agans                    7 years 1 month 
19          Tracy Hay                       1 year 11 months 
 

VI.  DEPARTMENT HEADS 
Centko requested a short exec session after the regular meeting.   
Centko stated that he has a letter of resignation from Kelly Forestier effective 4 p.m. May 
27, 2012.  Rathgeber made a motion to accept Forestier resignation, second by Kessler.     

AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, Rathgeber, and Kessler                
NAYES:  None                                                                                                                                                 
ABSENT:  Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, and Warwick 

 
Centko asked for permission to begin interviews for full time police officer.  Kessler made a 
motion to allow Centko to go ahead and begin the hiring process.  Second was made by 
Rathgeber.         

AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, J.Powell, Rathgeber, and Kessler                                                                             
NAYES:  None                                                                                                                                                                                       
ABSENT:  Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, and Warwick 

 
Karhliker informed the Council that the Kennedy Road project will be done a couple of days 
this week and they will start paving next week. 
 
C. Powell stated that the City received 2 payments from the State.  The State is still behind 
three payments.  Powell also stated there were two calls on the items that are on the 
corner of Fifth and Adams. 

 
VII.   COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Administration had a meeting on May 16, 2012.  It was the decision of the committee to 
recommend to the Council that the Council eliminate the3:00 liquor license and to remove all 
reference to it from the books.   Kessler made a motion to accept the committee’s 
recommendation to remove the 3:00 liquor license from the books and to accept the schedule 
of fees for council approval.   Rathgeber seconds the motion.                    

AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, J. Powell, Rathgeber, and Kessler                                     
NAYES: None               
ABSENT:  Hemmerle, Berola, Gillock, and Warwick 
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PUBLIC WORKS - Johnson reported on the Public Works meeting on May 16, 2012, the 
committee went over the MFT program proposed by Benton and Associates for 2012.  The 
proposal was with two optional road projects.  The cost of doing this would nearly deplete the 
MFT funds, total cost $210,963.00.    The public works committee is recommending removing 
the North Street improvement project, not because of the cost but because of the work other 
utilities will have to do to complete this.  When all is paid there should still be $91, 446.00 in 
the MFT.  It is the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to approve the 2012 MFT 
Program recommended by Benton in the amount not to exceed $171,358.00.   Johnson made a 
motion to accept the public works committee recommendation to approve the MFT submitted 
by Benton with the two changes and not exceed $171,358.00 Tanner seconds the motion. 

AYES:  Tanner, Johnson, J. Powell, Rathgeber, and Kessler                                                                            
NAYES: None                                                                                                                                                                          
ABSENT Gillock, Warwick:  Hemmerle, Berola 

 
PARKS – Tanner reported that Karhliker and his crew are going to put up the other batting cage. 
 
Rathgeber make a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:15, second by Kessler, passed by 
voice vote. 
Rathgeber made a motion to go back in regular session at 8:20, second by Kessler passed by 
voice vote. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Kessler made a motion at 8:30 to adjourn the meeting, second by Rathgeber.  Motion passed by 
voice vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary E. Thornton 
City Clerk 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


