
CITY OF AUBURN 
COUNCIL MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2012 
 
Mayor Powell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the pledge to the flag. In attendance 
were J Powell, Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Thornton, Appelt, Grischow, 
Karhliker, C Powell and Centko. Councilmen Berola and Johnson absent. 
 
I. CITY CLERK’S REPORT – Thornton 

The clerk presented the minutes to the councilmen for their approval, Kessler made a 
motion to approve the minutes as presented and to destroy the recorded copy, 
Rathgeber seconds. The motion was passed by voice vote. 5-0-2 
 

II. TREASURER’S REPORT - Appelt 
Appelt presented the council with the bills list from September 1 to September 17 for 
approval and payment. Kessler made a motion to approve the bills list second by Gillock. 
5-0-2 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Berola, Johnson, 
 
Appelt presented the financial report ending August 31, 2012 for the council approval. 
Motion by Rathgeber to approve the financial report second by Kessler. 5-0-2 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Berola, Johnson, 

 
Berola and Johnson arrived at 7:10 p.m. 
 
III. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Grischow 

Raylene presented Ordinance 1357-12 Revision of Building Code, second reading. 
Raylene stated she deleted Chapter 8, Article II. Building Code, Section 8-17. Copies 
available, cost, be amended to read to delete Section 8-17 in its entirety. Rathgeber 
made a motion to pass Ordinance 1357-12 Kessler seconds the motion. 7-0 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Berola, Johnson 
NAYS:  None 
 
Raylene asked for a short executive session on litigation. 
 
Mayor asked her what the status was on the work of the electrical aggregation issue for 
the November ballot. She stated that she hat to write the question for the ballot and the 
papers are drafted and filed. 

 
IV. VISITORS 

Twila Cline was in attendance on her zoning request. She was asking to have the zoning 
changed from R-1 to R-2 to allow her to rent the apartment behind her house. After 
discussion it was decided that the lot does not have enough space to be zoned R-2 also 
there as not enough parking spaces. It was the recommendation of the zoning board to 
allow the change that motion failed. Hemmerle made the motion to accept their 
recommendation, which was to deny the re-zoning. Rathgeber seconds the motion. 7-0 
 
AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Berola, Johnson 
NAYS:  None 
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Bill Atteberry was present representing the Auburn Fire District, they recently purchased 
the property at 117 W Jackson Street they own 111 West Jackson. There is an alley 
between the two properties and they would like the City to vacate the alley. They are 
planning on tearing down the house but would like to use the garage for storage. After a 
short discussion Rathgeber suggested that Raylene draw up a resolution to vacate the 
alley to the Fire District and bring it back for the next meeting.  

 
VI. DEPARTMENT HEADS 
  A. Centko – There will be another drug drop-off day on September 29, 2012 from  
   10am to 2pm in cooperation with Drug Enforcement. 

Centko is recommending that speed signs need to be erected on Auburn Road.  
   Kessler made a motion to erect 2 speed zones ahead and 2 – 25mph speed signs 

using the map provided by the Chief of Police. Rathgeber seconds the motion. 7-0 
 

 AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Berola, Johnson 
 NAYS:  None 
 

There is a problem at the end of 6th and North Street due to parking during some 
activities going on at the school. With people parking on each side on the end 
there is very little room for a car to get between them. The Chief is going to talk to 
Superintendent Root to see if they can work something out to correct this situation, 
possibly have people use the door on the west, without having to put up “no 
parking to corner” signs, which was felt may cause other problems. 
 

B. Karhliker- VAS is going to finish up the ditches, they need to kill weeds, plant 
 grass and remove rocks. 
 Karhliker stated that there was a sanitary sewer break in the alley by the Auburn  

Ambulance garage. They had to hire Al White to do the sewer which was 12 feet 
deep and the city’s equipment does not go that deep. They also had to have a 
truck to pump out the area. 
The lift station at Edgewood Court is in need of repair. Berola made a motion to 
approve the repair of the lift station at Edgewood Court at the cost of $2,968.43 
and there will be possibly another $650.00 for the installation of the new pump. 
Rathgeber seconds the motion. 7-0 
 

 AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Berola, Johnson 
 NAYS:  None 

 
Berola asked Karhliker to check Pauline Hollis (Ladage) 413 N 6th St, driveway, 
she is planning to put in a concrete driveway and there is a drainage problem at 
the end of the driveway. 

 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  A. Public Works – Johnson 

Tanner asked for stop signs at Iris and Wineman Street there was a discussion on 
the traffic there. After a lengthy discussion tanner made a motion to have Raylene 
draft an ordinance placing stop signs on the east and west side of Wineman Street 
there is already a stop sign on Iris. Berola seconds the motion. 6-1 
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 AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Berola,  
 NAYS:  Johnson 
 
B. Health Officer – Berola 

Berola is having the office send Searcy’s (351 & 361 E Washington) a letter for 
driveway cleanup and mosquitoes.  
Jason Hagerman of 404 E Wineman there has been no act on this since the City 
cut the grass on June 13, 2012. The Sheriff’s sale should be held shortly, Berola is 
declaring this a nuisance and the fines will begin September 18, 2012. Tanner 
seconds. 7-0 
 

 AYES:  Hemmerle, Tanner, Gillock, Rathgeber, Kessler, Berola, Johnson 
 NAYS:  None 

 
Rathgeber moved to go into Executive Session at 8:15 pm second by Kessler. Passed by voice 
vote. 
 
Rathgeber moved to go back to regular session at 8:25 pm second by Gillock. Passed by voice 
vote. 
 
Berola made a motion to allow the City Attorney to aggressively pursue the litigation on unpaid 
utilities in the Chapter 13 bankruptcy, second by Kessler and this motion was passed by voice 
vote.  
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
  The adjourned at 8:30 pm with a motion by Rathgeber and a second by Gillock. Motion  
  passed by voice vote. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Mary E Thornton 

City Clerk 
 
  


